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Preface

THE HISTORY OF PROPHETS AND RINGS )Ta'rikh al-rusul wa'l-
mulak) by Abu ja`far Muhammad b. jarir al-'jabari) 8 39-9z3 ), here
rendered as the History of al-Tabari, is by common consent the
most important universal history produced in the world of Islam.
It has been translated here in its entirety for the first time for the
benefit of non-Arabists, with historical and philological notes for
those interested in the particulars of the text.

Tabari's monumental work explores the history of the ancient
nations, with special emphasis on biblical peoples and prophets,
the legendary and factual history of ancient Iran, and, in great
detail, the rise of Islam, the life of the Prophet Muhammad, and
the history of the Islamic world. down to the year 9 15. The first
volume of this translation will contain a biography of al-Tabari
and a discussion of the method, scope, and value of his work. It
will also provide information on some of the technical consider-
ations that have guided the work of the translators.

The History has been divided here into 38 volumes, each of
which covers about two hundred pages of the original Arabic text
in the Leiden edition. An attempt has been made to draw the
dividing lines between the individual volumes in such a way that
each is to some degree independent and can be read as such. The
page numbers of the original in the Leiden edition appear on the
margins of the translated volumes.

Each volume has an index of proper names. A general index
volume will follow the publication of the translation volumes.

Al-Tabari very often quotes his sources verbatim and traces the
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chain of transmission (isndd) to an original source. The chains of
transmitters are, for the sake of brevity, rendered by only a dash
(-) between the individual links in the chain. Thus, according to
Ibn 1 iumayd-Salamah-Ibn Isbaq means that al-Tabari received
the report from Ibn Humayd who said that he was told by Salamah,
who said that he was told by Ibn Isl}aq, and so on . The numerous
subtle and important differences in the original Arabic wording
have been disregarded.

The table of contents at the beginning of each volume gives a
brief survey of the topics dealt with in that particular volume. It
also includes the headings and subheadings as they appear in
al-Tabari's text, as well as those occasionally introduced by the
translators.

Well-known place names, such as, for instance, Mecca, Baghdad,
Jerusalem, Damascus, and the Yemen, are given in their English
spellings . Less common place names , which are the vast majority,
are transliterated . Biblical figures appear in the accepted English
spelling. Iranian names are usually transcribed according to their
Arabic forms, and the presumed Iranian forms are often discussed
in the footnotes.

Technical terms have been translated wherever possible, but
some, such as dirham and imam , have been retained in Arabic
forms. Others that cannot be translated with sufficient precision
have been retained and italicized as well as footnoted.

The annotation aims chiefly at clarifying difficult passages,
identifying individuals and place names, and discussing textual
difficulties. Much leeway has been left to the translators to in-
clude in the footnotes whatever they consider necessary and help-
ful.

The bibliographies list all the sources mentioned in the annota-
tion.

The index in each volume contains all the names of persons and
places referred to in the text , as well as those mentioned in the
notes as far as they refer to the medieval period . It does not include
the names of modem scholars . A general index, it is hoped, will
appear after all the volumes have been published.

For further details concerning the series and acknowledgments,
see Preface to Volume I.

Ehsan Yar-Shater



e

Contents

9

Preface / v

Abbreviations / xiii

Translator's Foreword / xv

Genealogical Table of the `Abbasids / xxiv

Genealogical Table of the Barmaki Family of Secretaries and
Viziers / xxvi

Maps r. Egypt, Syria, Iraq, and the Eastern Provinces during the
Reigns of al-Hadi and al-Rashid / xxvii

2. The Arab-Byzantine Marches during This
Period / xxviii

The Caliphate of Musa al-M&

The Events of the Year 169 (cont 'd) (785/786) / 3
The Succession of Musa al-Hadi as Caliph on His Father al -Mahdi's

Death and His New Administrative Appointments / 3
Musa al -Hidi 's Repression of the Dualist Infidels / io
The Remainder of the Events of This Year / 14



viii Contents

The Revolt and Killing of al-Husayn b. `Ali / 14
Idris b. 'Abdallah b. Hasan 's Escape to the Maghrib and His Foun-

dation of the Idrisid Dynasty in Morocco / 28
More Accounts of the Battle of Fakhkh and Its Aftermath / 30
Various Items of Information / 39

The Events of the Year 170 (786/787) / 41

The Reason Why al-Khayzuran Had Ordered the Slave Girls to Kill
al-Had! / 42

The Time of al-Hadi's Death, the Term of His Life, the Extent
of His Rule and (the Names of) Those Who Led the Worship over
Him / 57

Mention of His Children / 58
Some of the Historical Events Involving Him and Some Aspects of

His Behavior / 59

The Caliphate of Harun al-Rashid

The Events of the Year 170 (cont'd) (786/787) / 91

Harun 's Assumption of the Caliphate on Musa
al-Hadi's Death / 9r

Harun 's Official Appointments and Dismissals / 97

The Events of the Year 171(787/788) / ror

The Events of the Year 172 (788/789) / 103

The Events of the Year 173 (789/790) / 105

The Death of Muhammad b. Sulayman and the Confiscation of
His Fortune / 105

The Time of al-Khayzuran's Death and Her Burial / 107

The Events of the Year 174 (790/791) / 109

The Events of the Year 175 (791/792) / 111
The Reasons for al-Rashid's Exacting Allegiance to Muhammad

al-Amin as Heir / 112



Contents ix

The Events of the Year 176,(792/793) / 115

Yabya b. `Abdallah b . Hasan 's Uprising and His Role in These
Events / 115

Yabya b. `Abdallah al-`Alawi's Altercation with Bakker b. `Abdal-
lah al-Zubayri / i2o

Al-Rashid's Repudiation of Yaliya b.'Abdallih 's Guarantee of Safe-
Conduct / 125

More Accusations from the Zubayri Family against Ya1 ya b.
'Abdallah al-`Alawi / 126

The Internecine Strife (fitnah) among the North and South Arabs
in Syria / 132

The Reason behind al-Rashid's Appointment of Ja`far al-Barmakd
over Egypt and the Latter's Appointment of `Umar b. Mihran (as
His Deputy) over It / 134

The Events of the Year 177 (793/794) / 139

The Events of the Year 178 (794/795) / 141
Harthamah b. Aryan Restores Order in If igiyah / 142
Al-Fa41 b. YaI ya's Governorship in Khurasan and the Poetic Eu-

logies of Him / 143

The Events of the Year 179 (795/796) / 152

The Events of the Year 180 (796/797) / 155
The Outcome of the Factional Strife in Syria and the Poetic Eu-

logies of Ja`far b . Ya1Lya, Restorer of Order There / 15 5
Ja'far b . Yabya's Return from Syria and His Address of Thanks to

the Caliph / 15 8
Various Items of Information / 162

The Events of the Year 181(797/798) / X65

The Events of the Year r82 (798/799) / X67

The Events of the Year 183 (799/800) / 170

The Khazar Invasion of Armenia / 170
Various Items of Information / 171



x Contents

The Events of the Year r84 (8oo/8o1) / 173

The Events of the Year 185 (8or/802) / r75

The Events of the Year 186 (802) / 178

Al-Rashid's Succession Arrangements for His Three Sons / 179
The Taking of the Solemn Oaths in the Ka bah by the Two

Princes / 183
Text of the Document Laying Down Conditions Which `Abdallah

Son of the Commander of the Faithful Wrote Out in His Own
Hand in the Ka`bah / 192

The Text of the Letter of Harnn b . Muhammad, al-Rashid, to the
Provincial Governors / 19 5

Al-Rashid's Subsequent Renewal of the Succession Pledges to al-
Ma'mun and al-Qasim at Qarmasin / 200

The Events of the Year r87 (802/803) / 201
The Reason for al -Rashld's Killing of Ja`far al-Barmaki, the Manner

of His Killing, and What al -Rashid Did to Him and the Members
of His Family / 202

Ja`far's Alleged Connivance with , the Release of the `Alid Yahya b.
`Abdallah b. Hasan / 205

The Barmakis' Wealth and Ostentation as a Reason for Their
Fall / 209

The Barmakis' Growing Fears of the Caliph's Threatening
Intentions / 210

The Alleged Misconduct between Ja`far and the Caliph's Sister
'Abbasah / 214

The Killing of Ja`far / 216
Poetry Written on the Fall of the Barmakis / 226
Al-Rashid's Anger against `Abd al-Malik b. $alih and His

Consequent Imprisonment / 230
Al-Qasim 's Raid into the Byzantine Lands / 238
The Correspondence between the Byzantine Emperor Nicephorus

and al-Rashid on the Occasion of the Former 's Breaking the
Peace Agreement, and the Caliph's Punitive Measures against
the Byzantines / 239

Al-Rashid's Killing of Ibrahim b. 'Uthman b . Nahik / 245



Contents xi

The Events of the Year r88 (803/804) / 248

The Events of the Year r89 (804/805) / 250

Al-Rashid's Journeying to al-Rayy in Order to Investigate Com-
plaints against the Governor of Khurisin, `Ali b. Isa b. Mahan,
and His Confirmation of `Ali in Office / 25o

Al-Rashid Receives the Allegiance of the Local Rulers of the Cas-
pian Provinces and Daylam, and Appoints Various Governors in
Western Persia and Eastern Arabia / 254

Al-Rashid's Return to Iraq / 256

The Events of the Year r9o (805/806) / 259

The Reason behind Rifi ' b. Layth's Revolt / 259
Various Campaigns by al-Rashid against the Byzantines and Diplo-

matic Exchanges with the Emperor Nicephorus / 261

The Events of the Year 191(806/807) / 266

Various Raids into the Byzantine Lands, and Measures against the
Protected Peoples / 267

The Reason for al-Rashid's Dismissal of `Ali b. Isa and His Anger
against Him / 268

Al-Rashid 's Letter Dismissing `Ali b. Isa and His Charge to Har-
thamah / 272

What Befell Harthamah in the Course of His journey to Khurisin,
and What Happened to `Ali b. `Isa and His Sons / 276

Harthamah 's Letter to al-Rashid Announcing the Successful Com-
pletion of His Mission / 282

Al-Rashid's Answer to Harthamah 's Letter / 287

The Events of the Year r92 (807/808) / 291

Al-Rashid's Preparations for His journey to Khurisin / 291
Al-Rashid's Serious Medical Condition and His Premonitions of

Death / 292
Various Items of Information / 294

The Events of the Year 193 (808/809) / 296

The Illness and Death of al-Facll b. Yahya al- Barmaki / 296
Al-Rashid's journey from Jurjan to Tns / 297



Contents

Al-Rashid's Vengeance on Rafi' b. Layth's Brother Bashir / 297
The Occasion of al-Rash-id's Death and the Place Where He

Died / 299
The Governors in the Provincial Capitals in Harun al -Rashid's

Reign / 304
Some Aspects of al-Rashid's Conduct and Mode of Life / 305
Al-Rashid's (Free ) Wives Who Were Endowed with Substantial

Dowries ( al-mahdir) / 326
Al-Rashid's Children / 327
More Aspects of al-Rashid 's Conduct and Mode of Life / 328

Bibliography of Cited Works / 337

Index / 35 1



e
Abbreviations

0

AKAk. Berlin: Abhandlungen der Koniglich Preussische Akademie zu
Berlin

BGA: Bibliotheca geographorum arabicorum
EHR: English Historical Review
EI=: Encyclopaedia of Islam , first edition
E12: Encyclopaedia of Islam, new edition
Elr: Encyclopaedia Iranica
GAL: C. Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Literatur
GAS: F. Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums
GMS: Gibb Memorial Series
IC: Islamic Culture
IJMES : International Journal of Middle East Studies
Isl.: Der Islam
JA: Journal Asiatique
JESHO : Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient
JNES: Journal of Near Eastern Studies
JRAS: Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
JRASB : Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Bengal
ISAI: Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam
R.Afr.: Revue Africaine
RCAL: Rendiconti della Reale Accademia dei Lincei
REI: Revue des Etudes Islamiques
RSO: Rivista degli Studi Orientali
SI: Studia Islamica
WbKAS: Worterbuch der klassischen arabischen Sprache
WZKM: Wiener Zeitschrift fur die Kunde des Morgenlandes
ZDMG: Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft

In citations from the Qur'an, where two different numbers are given from
a verse, the first is that of Fingel 's text and the second that of the official
Egyptian edition.





16

Translator's Foreword

qI

The section of Taban 's history devoted to the reigns of Musa al-
Hadi and his brother Harun al-Rashid spans twenty-four years, al-
Hadi's caliphate lasting for only fifteen months of these, at the
most. The historical events dealt with by the chronicler are lo-
cated in a wide expanse of territory embracing most of the still
largely united caliphate (although Muslim Spain had of course
never acknowledged the 'Abbasids from the outset, and Tabari
takes no cognizance of happenings there), from Morocco in the
west to Transoxania in the east.

The 'Alids and their. Shi i supporters , despite having been the
beneficiaries of a comparatively conciliatory policy toward them
by the previous Caliph al-Mahdi, remained basically unreconciled
to 'Abbasid rule and the deflection of the caliphate-imamate, as
they saw it, from the Prophet 's direct descendants , the offspring of
'All and Fapmah, to those of the mere paternal uncle of Muham-
mad, al=Abbas. Something of the polemical battles of the early
'Abbasid period, fought on the literary plane by the poets who lent
their support to the 'Abbasids and 'Alids, respectively, emerges in
our section of Tabarl's history from the verse of the 'Abbasid court
poet Marwin b. Abi Haf$ah cited at III, 743 (below, 308).

The struggles of these opposing parties were, however, by no
means literary only. The episode which dominates Tabari's ac-
count of al-Hadi 's reign is that of the 'Alid rising in Medina and
then Mecca of the Hasanid al-Husayn b. 'All b. Hasan, which
ended with the latter's death in battle at Fakhkh in 169 (786); one
result of the scattering of the 'Alids after this debacle was the
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eventual foundation of the Idrisid state in Morocco by the fugitive
Idris b. `Abdallah b . Hasan, involving the first subtraction of a
province, albeit a very distant one, from the `Abbasids' orbit. In al-
Rashid 's reign, the rising of the Hasanid Yahya b. `Abdallah b.
Hasan in Daylam and northwestern Persia in 176 (792), brought to
an end through the military and diplomatic skills of the Barmaki
al-Fall b. Yahya, is treated only briefly by 'Jabari; but the chron-
icler adds much anecdotal material on Yahya 's subsequent tribula-
tions and death at the Caliph's hands.

Thereafter, al-Rashid's uncompromising maintenance of Sunni
orthodoxy seems to have dampened further Shi i efforts. Yet Iraq
and al-Jazirah continued all through his reign to be troubled by the
sectarian activities of the Kharijites among the Arabs there, appar-
ently affecting the countryside rather than the towns but requiring
punitive expeditions to be sent out from the capital . Syria, with its
endemic tribal factionalism going back to Umayyad times, re-
mained a potential focus for disaffection against the Iraq-centered
`Abbasids . Fears of the possible use of Syria as a power base by the
`Abbasid prince `Abd al-Malik b. $alih, himself with maternal
connections with the Umayyads and governor in Syria for several
years like his brother and father before him, may have lain behind
al-Rashid 's arrest and imprisonment of his great -uncle in 187
(803); and the Caliph 's virtual abandonment of Baghdad as the
effective capital and his move in 18o (796 ) to al-Raqqah may have
been motivated not only by a desire to be near the military front
with Byzantium, as Kennedy has suggested , I but also by a need to
keep an eye on Syria . Egypt was in these years not so much chafing
under `Abbasid domination specifically as it was disaffected
through the fiscal policies of the `Abbasid governors, which pro-
voked unrest among both the Copts and the Bedouins of the Nile
delta, whilst similar oppression by a caliphal governor in the Ye-
men resulted in a prolonged revolt of the Yemenis.

On the northern frontier of the caliphate, a state of rough equi-
librium with the Byzantines seems to have been reached by al-
Rashid 's time . The period of transition from rule by the Isaurian
dynasty in the Empire to that of the Amorian dynasty was a

I. H. Kennedy, The early Abbasid caliphate, 12o.
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troubled one, with upheavals in the state caused by the Empress
Irene 's seizure of sole power in 797 and her deposition five years
later by Nicephorus I; and this should have enabled al-Rashid-
highly conscious of his image as the great Ghazi-Caliph-to in-
tensify military pressure in the region of the thughur; in fact, the
annual Arab raids and the Greek counterattacks resulted in no
extensive or permanent transfers of territory at this time. Poten-
tially very serious, but stemmed by the energetic measures of the
general Yazid b. Mazyad (whose family was later to establish a
power base in the region as the Yazidi line of Sharwan-Shahs), was
the invasion of Armenia and Arran through the Caucasus in 183
(799-800 ) by the Khazar Turks.

Affairs in the eastern parts of the caliphate were in the early
years of al-Rashid 's caliphate the responsibility of al-Fall b. Yabya
al-Barmaid, who from 178 (794) onward continued the earlier Arab
policy of expansion into the pagan steppes of Central Asia, himself
raiding as far as the Syr Darya valley and despatching one of his
commanders into what is now eastern Afghanistan ; he also re-
cruited fresh contingents of local Iranian troops from Khurasan
and Transoxania in order to stiffen and to supplement the 'Abbas-
ids' original backing of Khurasanian guards , the Abna' al-Dawlah.
But with the recall of ai-Fall to Baghdad and then the fall of the
Barmakis, Khurasan came under the governorship of `Ali b. `Isa b.
Mahan, whose financial exactions there rendered the province
discontented and ready to support the revolt raised at Samarqand
in 190 (8o6), with Thrkish support from the steppes, by Rift` b.
Layth b. Nasr b. Sayyar. Only the belated decision of the Caliph to
dismiss his very profitable servant (from the viewpoint of revenue-
raising) `Ali b. `Isa led Rafi` to submit to al-Ma'miin "because of his
just conduct" in 193 (809), when al-Rashid himself was actually
dead.

Al-Rashid's dealings with `Ali b. `Isa and his despatch of his
mawla Harthamah b. A`yan as replacement governor in Khurasan
and as restorer of order there are narrated in considerable detail by
Tabari; but the most extensive treatment accorded by him to a
single episode is of course with regard to the fall of the Barmaki
family of secretaries and viziers in 187 (803). These dramatic
events excited the shocked wonder and the pity of contemporaries,
and continued thereafter to intrigue mediaeval Muslims, who
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came to weave around them imaginative, even semilegendary em-
broideries . Living as they did in a society where abrupt changes of
fortune were far from uncommon, these Muslims came to view
the Barmakis' fate as the supreme `ibrah or warning example of
pride and riches brought low at one stroke . Yet such embroideries,
designed to amplify and to explain for contemporaries what was
not easily explicable , should not surprise; for it is not completely
clear today precisely what tangled motives lay behind al-Rash-id's
actions, beyond the obvious one of humbling subjects who had
grown overmighty.2

The reign of al-Hadi is really too short for us to arrive at a
completely balanced estimate of his character as ruler, and we do
not have enough material for us to follow Von Kremer in stig-
matizing al-Hadi as "the Arabic Nero."3 But he does emerge as a
capricious, unreliable person whom it was dangerous to oppose or
thwart, with a distinct streak of violence and cruelty, as his indis-
criminate striking of passersby when once at `Isabadh and his
killing of the two lesbian slave girls indicate.4

For al-Rashid, we have a much ampler documentation in both
the historical and the adab sources . The popular image of the
despotic but bluff and genial monarch , patron of poetry and the
arts, under whom Baghdad became a city of luxury and douceur de
vie unparalleled in the previous history of the Islamic world, was
fostered in the West from the eighteenth century onward under the
seductive but delusory depiction of life there in the Thousand and
One Nights. The materials for the art of biography as we know it in
the West today are generally meager in the premodern Islamic
sources, and the real mainsprings of al-Rashid 's character will
probably remain as obscure to us as those of most leading figures
in early Islam . Yet this image of "good old Harun al-Rashid" has
been potent enough to have spawned several popular books on the

a. See the discussions of the causes of the fall of the Barmakis, so far as they are
discernible, in D. Sourdel , Le vizirat 'abbdside, 1, 1 is 6-8, and Kennedy, 127-9; and
for further secondary sources, below, 201, n. 697.

3. See F: C. Muth, Die Annalen von at-Tabari im Spiegel der europdischen
Bearbeitungen, 99, and also S . Moscati, Le califat dal-Hddi, 24-8, for an estimate
of the Caliph 's personality.

4. Tabari, III, 586, 59o (below, 67, 72-73).
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Caliph, and his age, such as E. H. Palmer's Haroun Alraschid,
Caliph of Baghdad (London and Belfast, z88z ), H. St. J. B. Philby's
Harun al Rashid (London, 1933), and Sir John Glubb's Haroun al
Rasheed and the great Abbasids (London, 1976). At least the first
two of these writers were too familiar with the realities of medi-
aeval Islamic life and with some of the mediaeval Islamic sources
to accept unquestioningly the picture of al-Rashid's age as a golden
one.5 Palmer noted that "hitherto we have found him very unlike
the Merry Monarch of the Arabian Nights," and his final verdict
was that "as a man, he showed many indications of a loyal and
affectionate disposition, but the preposterous position (i.e., as
God's vicegerent on earth, with the servility thereby engendered)
in which he was placed almost necessarily crushed all really hu-
man feelings in him .... That such a man should not be spoilt, that
such absolute despotism should not lead to acts of arbitrary in-
justice, that such unlimited power and absence of all feelings of
responsibility could be possessed without unlimited indulgence,
was not in the nature of human events ."6 Philby asserted that "the
reigns of Harun and his son Mamun stand out conspicuously
against the dark background of the world 's ignorance as beacons
welcoming the rebirth of the arts and sciences after their long
eclipse," but he readily conceded that "in surveying the circum-
stances of Harun's Califate we seem to be assisting at the spectacle
of a heart beating fast and furiously in a paroxysm of fever which
was reducing the body of an empire to the extremes of sickness
and misery. The shadows of future decay were thrown forward on
to the screen of history by the brilliant kaleidoscope of a puppet-
show, which dazzled its beholders at the time and has blinded
posterity-thanks to the unholy alliance of the historian and the

5. The only primary sources which Palmer mentions specifically in his book are
Abu al-Faraj al-Igfahani 's Kitdb al-Aghdni and "El Amraniy" (99, 154) (this last
author being presumably Muhammad b. 'All, Ibn al-Imrini, whose history al-
Inbd fi ta'r kh al-khulafd has recently been edited and published by Qasim al-
Samarrai, Leiden, 1973, an author whom Palmer could have cited from Ibn al-
Tiglaga's Kitdb al-Fakhri)f but, of course, the printed texts of Ibn al-Atha and of
the Persian abridgment of Tabari by Bal 'ami would have been available to him at
that time . I have not seen Glubb 's book, but the sernipopular book of 'Abd al-Jabbar
al-Jnmard, Hdnin al-Rashid, dirdsah ta'rikhiyyah i jtimd'iyyah siydsiyyah , s parts
(Beirut, 1956), adds nothing to what is already known.

6. Haroun Alraschid, 138, 222-3.
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storyteller-to the emptiness of a limelit scene of splendour sur-
rounded by the murky night of wailing and gnashing of teeth."7

Certainly, al-Rashid does not stand out in either personal char-
acter or executive competence above others of the early `Abbasid.
Caliphs . His extravagant gifts to poets, singers , popular preachers,
ascetics, and so forth, were merely what was expected of a ruler,
and one should always recall that somewhere in the caliphal lands
someone-whether a fellah in the Nile valley, a merchant in
Baghdad, or an artisan in Nishapur-was paying for all such man-
ifestations of royal conspicuous consumption . Tabari notes that
al-Rashid 's intellectual horizons were narrow and that he had no
taste for disputation and argumentation such as his son al-
Ma'mun was to encourage at his court.8 In the early years of his
caliphate he was content to leave much of the burden of admin-
istration to the Barmakis , and then subsequently to mawlis like
al-Fatll b . al-Rabl' and Isms"il b. $ubayl al-Harrani. The decision,
embodied in the "Meccan documents" of T86-7 (802-3), to ar-
range in.his own lifetime a division of the empire between his sons
al-Amin and al-Ma'mun (with belated provision for a third son, al-
Qasim al-Mu'taman ) undeniably seems, with the hindsight of our
knowledge of the Civil War which ensued after al-Rashid 's death,
to have been an unwise one, as some contemporaries averred at the
time .9 But Kennedy may be right in seeing the Caliph 's move as an
attempt, unfortunately unsuccessful but worth trying , to resolve
some of the tensions and ambitions rife within the ruling groups of
the state by providing for these groups defined sectors of power in
the caliphate.'° Finally, one may note that al -Rashid 's mode of
executing the captured brother of Rail ` b. Layth, Bashlr, 11 shows a
refinement of cruelty, even of sadism, which the fact of the Ca-
liph's being racked with incessant pain from his incurable internal
malady at that time cannot wholly excuse.

For his historical information and for his anecdotes on the Ca-
liphs' lifestyles, Tabari relied on reports going back to leading

7. Harun al Rashid, 60, 75-6.
8. III, 7411 (below, 306).
9. Taban,1, 653-4 (below, 1181-82(.
to. Kennedy, 124-6.
it. Tabari, III, 734-5 (below, 298).
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historians such as Hisham In al-Kalbi and Wagidi, and on reports
from noted adibs and philologists like Ishaq al-Maw$ili and al-
Mufad4al al-rabbi, as well as on information from rdwis who are
quite obscure to us. The interval of only a century or less between
the events in question and 'f abari 's writing his history meant that
he was able to draw on a great fund of family tradition preserved by
the direct descendants of the protagonists in these events , such as
al-Hadi 's own great-grandson Han-In b . Muhammad b . Isms`-11.12
Tabari also gives in this section the texts in extenso of numerous
official documents, including among others the encomia on the
accession of al-Rashid by the secretary Yusuf b . al-Qasim (III, 6oo-
1; below, 93-94) and by Ja'far b. Yahya al-Barmaid in gratitude for
his appointment as governor of Syria in 180 (796-7) (III, 642-4;
below, 159-62 ); al-Rashid's letter of dismissal in 191 (806-7) to
`Ali b. 'Isa and the letter of appointment of 'Ali's successor in
Khurasan, Harthamah b. A'yan (III, 716-18; below, 273-75), but
above all, that of the "Meccan documents," the stipulations by
which the two princes al-Amin and al-Ma'mun bound themselves
to their father 's arrangements, and the letter to the provincial
governors announcing these measures (III, 654-66, below, 183-
99). These documents are not yet couched in so florid a style, made
up of balanced, assonantal (musajja') phrases as was to become
standard in Islamic chanceries after circa goo ; but their at times
tortuous syntax poses problems for the translator, especially
where the reconstructed Arabic - text is by no means certain; an
Arabist of the caliber of F. Gabrieli has confessed, on the occasion
of his essaying the task of translating the "Meccan documents"
and other similar documents of the period, that the precious style
of such texts makes absolute certainty in translation impossible.13

For a considerable part of Tabari's account of al -Ma'mun's ca-
liphate, we have extant '.[abad 's verbatim source, Ahmad b. Abi
Tapir Tayfur's Kitdb Baghdad; but for the reigns of al-Hadi and al-
Rashid, we possess no such controlling parallel text . The editor of
this section of the text of Tabari's history, Stanislas Guyard, could
only have recourse to later, epitomizing historians-like the anon-
ymous author of the Kitab al-'Uyun wa-al-hadd'iq, Ibn al-Jawzi

12.Tabad, III, 581 (see below, 6o), 1148.
13. See below, 191, n. 686.
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in his Muntaaam and Ibn al -Athir in his Kdmil--for supplement-
ing the two manuscripts of Tabari on which he had to rely for this
section; namely, the Istanbul one, Koprulu ro4r (ms. C) copied in
6 5 r (12 5 3 ), which covers the whole of this particular section; and
the Algiers one, 594 (ms. A) copied in the Maghrib, which con-
tains, however, four lacunae in our section , two of substantial
length, and which ends abruptly at III , 75 5 of the printed text, after
which point the text depends on the unicum C. A Berlin fragment,
Petermann 11, 635 (ms. Pet ) served as a third manuscript for a mere
four and a half pages of the printed text . 14 Thus, Guyard 's task was
far from easy, and he had perforce to leave certain cryptic passages
unresolved; unless fresh manuscripts or hitherto unknown paral-
lel sources turn up, it does not seem possible for the state of the
text to be improved.

The pleasant task of thanking those who have given advice and
help over the translation is the sole remaining one. I am par-
ticularly grateful to the late Dr. Martin Hinds (Cambridge), Dr.
Patricia Crone (Oxford ), and Professor Yusuf 'Izz al-Din (al-`Ayn,
U.A.E.) for help with the text ; and to Professors Ch. Pellat (Sor-
bonne ) and R. Selllheim (Frankfort) for their efforts at identifying
some of the more obscure poets cited in this section. But since all
human endeavors are susceptible to the onslaughts of the `ayn al-
kamdl, for the imperfections of this translation I alone am respon-
sible.

C. E. Bosworth

14. See Introductio, P. LXV.
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Genealogical Table of the Barmaki Family of Secretaries and Viziers
(Special reference to those members of the family
mentioned in this section of al-Tabari 's History)
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The
Events of the Year

169 (cont'd)
(JULY 14, 785 -JULY 2, 786)

The Succession of Musn al-Hndi as Caliph
on His Father al-Mardi's Death

and His New Administrative Appointments

In this year (169 [July 14, 785-July 2, 7861), allegiance was given to
Musa b . Muhammad b . 'Abdallih b. Muhammad b . All b. 'Abdal-
lah b. al-'Abbas as Caliph on the day of al-Mahdi 's death, and
when he was actually established in jurjan making war on the
people of Tabaristin. Al-Mahdi died at Masabadhin,2 having pres-
ent with him his son Harm and having left his mawla al-Rabi'a
behind in Baghdad as his deputy there.

i. I.e., on Thursday, the twenty-second of Muharram (August 4,785 ). See S. Mos-
cati, "Nuovi studi storici sul califatto di al-Mahdl," Orientalia, N.S. XV ( 1946),
171-a; E12 as. al-Mahdi (H. Kennedy ). On al-Mahdi's arrangements for al-Hidi as
his successor, see Moscati, op. cit., 158-61.

2. A district in the Zagros mountains on the borders of Luristin and Iraq. See
Yiqut, Mu'jam al-bulddn, V, V j G. Le Strange, The lands of the Eastern Caliphate,
2o2, P. Schwarz , Iran im Mittelalter, 464-70j E12 s .v Luristin (V. Minorsky).

3. Al-Rabi b. Yunus b. Muhammad , mawli of al-Mansur and lldjib or cham-
berlain under that Caliph and his two successors al-Mahdi and al -Hidi. See on him
al-Khatiib al-Baghdidi, Ta'rikh Baghddd, VIII, 414, na 4521; Ibn Khallikin, Wafaydt
al-a'ydn , II, 294-9, tr. M . G. de Slane, I, 52i-6j Moscati, Le califat d 'al-Hddi,
17-18j D. Sourdel, Le vizirat 'abbdside, I, 85-go, 218-22; P. Crone , Slaves on
horses. The evolution of the Islamic polity, 293-4j Ell s .v (A. S. Atiya).

[5441
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4 The Caliphate of Musa al-Hid!

It has been mentioned that, when al-Mahdi died, the mawlas4
and army commanders rallied round his son Harlin and told him,
"If the army (at large ) gets to know about al-Mahdi 's death, we
cannot guarantees that a tumult will not occur. The wisest thing
to do would be for his corpse to be borne away and for the return
homewards to be proclaimed among the army, so that you may
eventually bury him secretly in Baghdad ." Harlin replied, "Sum-
mon my father6 Yal ya b. Khilid al-Barmaki to me." (Al-Mahdi had
made Harlin [nominal] governor of all the Western lands between
al-Anbar and If igiyah and had ordered Yabyi b. Khalid to assume
actual control over them. Hence all these administrative regions
[a`mnl] were under him, and he was in charge of all their govern-
ment offices and was acting as Harun 's deputy over the admin-
istrative duties in his charge until al -Mahdi 's death.)?

He related : Yabyi b . Khalid went to Harlin, and the latter said to
Yabya, "0 my father, what is your opinion about what 'Umar b.
Ba2f ,s Nu$ayr9 and al-Mufajtlallo say?" He replied, "What in fact

4. The rise of the mawdli, a social group which included men of many races, is a
feature of the early 'Abbasid period , above all, of al-Manger's reign, when we find a
numerous and cohesive body of mawdigrouped around the Caliph's person, at the
side of other groups such as the slaves Ighilmdn , mamdlik , wu;afd'], the eunuchs
(khadam , etc.) and the Abnu al-Dawla, i.e., the Arabs and Iranians of Khurisin
now largely settled in the capital Baghdad . A1-Mangnr boasted to his son al-Mahdi
at the end of his reign that he had gathered together round his person such a body of
mawdli as had never been known before (Tabari, III, 448) . On this social and
military role of the mawlis, see D. Ayalon, The military reforms of Caliph al-
Mu'tagim: their background and consequences, 1-3, 39-42 ; P. Forand, 'The rela-
tion of the slave and the client to the master or patron in medieval Islam," LIMES, II
1971), S9-66 ; Ayalon, "Preliminary remarks on the Mamink military institution

in Islam," War, technology and society in the Middle East, 48-50; Farouk Omar,
"The composition of 'Abbasid support in the early 'Abbasid period 132/749-
169/785," in 'Abbdsiyydt. Studies in the history of the early 'Abbasids, 46-50;
Crone, 66-8, 78 ; D. Pipes, Slave soldiers and Islam . The genesis of a military
system, 107-9,131 if.

5. Following the preferred reading of n. b, Id na'manu.
6. The sources note that Hirnn was wont to call Yabyi his "father"; see, e.g.,

Jahshiyiri, K. al-Wuzard wa-al-kuttdb, 134; Abu al-Fall Bayhaqi, Ta'rlkh-i Mas-
'ndi, 414; anon ., K. al--'Uyi n wa-al-laadd'iq, 282, 285; Ibn al-Athir, al-Mm 1, VI, 88.
As Ya'gnbi, Ta'rikh, II, 490, and Ibn Khallikin, VI, 221 , tr. IV, 104-5 , explain, al-
Mahdi had entrusted his son Hirfin to the suckling of Yabyi's womenfolk, so that
the young prince and al-Fa4l b . Yabyi were foster-brothers.

7. K. al-'Uydn, 282; Ibn al-Athir, VI, 96.
8. Secretary and boon-companion of al -Mahdi, in charge of the office of account-
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have they said?" So Harun told him. Yahya said , "I don't agree with
that view." Harun replied, "Why?" Yahya said, "Because this is an
affair which cannot be concealed , and I do not feel confident that
the army, when they get to know, will accompany his funeral bier
and that they will not say, 'e won't let it go forward freely until
we are given pay allotments for three years or more,' or that they
will not make arbitrary claims [yatal?akkamn ] and act wrongfully.
My judgement is that his corpse -may God have mercy on him!-
should be buried secretly here and that you should send Nugayr to
the Commander of the Faithful al-Hadi11 with the seal ring and
the sceptre, 12 with congratulatory greetings (on his accession) and
condolences (on his father's death ). For Nusayr is in charge of the
postal service ( band], hence no one will regard his departure with
any suspicion, since he is head of the band for this district. I also
consider that you should order the members of the army at present
with you to be paid two hundred (dirhams ) each and that you
should proclaim among them the imminent return , because once
they have got their hands on the money, their only thought will be
of their families and their homeland, and nothing will deflect
them from getting back to Baghdad."

He related : So Harm did this, and when the troops received
their money, they all shouted, "To Baghdad, to Baghdad!" They
pressed forward in their haste to depart for Baghdad, urging the
relinquishment of Masabadhan . But when they reached Baghdad,
and heard the news about the Caliph (i.e., of al-Mahdi 's death and
the succession of a new ruler ), they went along to al-Rabie s gate
and set it on fire, demanding more pay allotments and raising a

ing control (diwda al-azimmah ) for that Caliph and subsequently head of the
chancery for al-HIdi . See Tabarl, III, 598 , Sourdel, Vizirat, 1, 112-3, 121-3.

9. Eunuch slave [khddim, wasif ] of al-Mahdi 's. See Tabari, 111, 461 , 536, 547.
to. Mawli of al-Mahdi (Tabari, III, 514, 5581 and a eunuch (ibid., 5621.
z z. Bernard Lewis has noted that the honorific al-Hddi seems to mark the transi-

tion from titles with distinctly messianic connotations (al-Mansur, al-Mahdi) to
purely regnal ones . See "The regnal titles of the first Abbasid caliphs ," Dr. Zakir
Husain presentation volume, 22 n. 30.

12. On the insignia of royalty, which included the Prophet 's cloak [burdahj, the
sword (sayf), and the parasol [mi;allahJ, as well as the seal ring (khdtam) and
sceptre ( gadib), see Sourdel, "Questions de ckrhmoniale 'abbaside," REI, XXV1II
[1960), 135) M. M. Ahsan, Social life under the Abbasids 17o-289 AH, 786-902
AD, 52, E12 s .v Marasim . i. Under the Caliphate and the Fitimids (P. Sanders).

[546]



6 The Caliphate of Musa al-Hadi

great clamor. Hirun reached Baghdad. Al-Khayzuran then sent to
al-Rabi' and Yahyi b. Khalid seeking their advice over this matter.
Al-Rabi' did in fact go to her, but Yahyi would not go, knowing the
intensity of Musa's resentment. He related: Money was gathered
together until the army was paid two years' pay allotments, so that
they then quietened down.13 The news reached al-Hadi, and he
then wrote a letter to al-Rabi' in which he threatened him with
execution, but another one to Yahyi b. Khalid rewarding him with
acts of beneficence and ordaining that he should retain his posi-
tion as tutor and adviser of Harun just as he had always been and
should retain charge of his affairs and administrative responsibil-
ities exactly as previously.14

He related: Al-Rabi', who used to have a great affection for
Yahya, used to trust him and used to rely on his judgement, then
sent word to Yahya b. Khilid, "0 Abu 'Ali, What do you think I
should do, for I can't endure dragging iron fetters around (i.e., the
prospect of prison)?" He replied, "I think that you should not move.
from where you are, but that you should send your son al-Fa41l's
forward formally to meet his approaching party, bearing with him
the most impressive amount of presents and precious objects that
you can get together. I am very hopeful that he will not then come
back without your being reassured against what you fear, if God so
wills." He related: The mother of al-Fall, al-Rabi"s son, happened
to be in a position to overhear their intimate conversation (i.e., of
al-Rabi' and Yahyi), and she said to al-Rabi', "By God, he has given
you sound advice!" He said, "I would like to make my last testa-
ment to you (i.e., to Yahya), for I don't know what might happen."

13. It is not explicit whether this payment (or eighteen months' pay, according to
the next account, that from al-Fall b. Sulaymin) was in settlement of pay arrears or
whether it was an extraordinary payment intended to secure a smooth succession
for al-Hidl. If the latter, it became a dangerous precedent , for similar payments
became common in the later third (ninth) and fourth (tenth) centuries. See Ell s.v.
Mil al-bay's (Kennedy).

14. Dinawari, al-Akhbdr al-liwdl, 386; Mas'udi, Muruj al-dhahab, VI, 261-2 =
ed. Fellat, § 2469; 'Jabari, Persian tr. Bal 'ann, tr. H. Zotenberg, IV, 446-7; K.
al-'Uyun, 282-3 ; Ibn al-Athir, VI, 87-8; L. Bouvat, Las Barmdcides d'apras les
historiens arabes et persons, 44-5t Nabia Abbott, Two queens of Baghdad, 72-9;
Moscati, Le califat dal-Hddi, 5-6.

15. Subsequently chief minister, if not actually with the title of vizier , to Hirun
and then al-Amin, of whom he was a leading supporter. See Sourdel, Vizirat, I, 183-
94s A. J. Chejne, "Al-Fadl b. al-Rabi -a politician of the early'Abbisid period," IC,
XXXVI ( 1962), 167-81, Crone, 194; EI2 s.v. (Sourdel).
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He16 said, "I don't want to stand aside from you in anything, and I
don't want to neglect anything which seems necessa ry, as long as
you desire me to play some role in this or in any other matter; but
associate with me in this design your son al-Fail and this woman,
for she is indeed of sound judgment and worthy of being brought
into this affair by you ." Al-Raba' accordingly did that and made his
testament to (all three of) them.17

Al-Fall b. Sulayman18 has related : When the army rose up
against al-Raba' in Baghdad, released the prisoners in his custody,
and set on fire the gates of the houses belonging to him in the main
square, al-'Abbas b. Muliammad, 19 'Abd al-Malik b. $alib2O and
Mulariz b . Ibrahim2l witnessed all these events . Al-'Abbas realized
that the troops would (only) be satisfied, their minds set at rest,
and the dispersal of their tumultuous gathering brought about, if
they were given their pay allotments . So he offered these to them,
but they were still not satisfied and did not feel assured about the
pay allotments which had been guaranteed to them, until Mull=
b. Ibrahim (personally ) guaranteed them, and they were then con-
tent with his bond and dispersed. Mu$riz then fulfilled his prom-
ise to them over that, and they were given pay allotments for
eighteen months, this being before Harun 's arrival.22

M I.e., Yabya, following the reading fa-gala envisaged in n. h and adopted in the
Cairo text, VIII, 188, for the text 's fa-qultu.

17. Ibn al-Athir, VI, 89.
18. Presumably the al-F&41 b. Sulaymin b. Isbaq al -Hishimi also cited as a rdwi

in Tabari, III, 598 (below, 86).
19. I.e., the senior 'Abbasid prince al-'Abbas b. Mubammad b. 'Ali (d. 186 (802)),

younger brother of al-Saffib and al-Manger, and owner of an extensive property to
the west of the Round City in the island between the Greater and Lesser $arat
Canals, named after him al-'Abbisiyyah. See Ibn Qutaybah, Ma'drif, 377, 381, Le
Strange, Baghdad under the Abbasid Caliphate, 142, 148 ; J. Lassner, The topogra-
phy of Baghdad in the early Middle Ages, 75, So, 188; idem, The shaping of
'Abbasid rule, 240-1.

20. Also a grandson of 'Ali b. 'Abdallih b. al-'Abbas, brother of Ibrahim b. $ilib
and first cousin of al-Saffab and al-Manger, and holder of many governorships until
his death in 196 ( 811-12). See Ibn Qutaybah, 375, 384.

21. Abu al-Qisim Mubriz b. Ibrahim al-Jebini, participant in the 'Abbisid Revo-
lution as a lieutenant of Qabhabah b. Shabib, a rdwi for Tabari of events concerning
Abu Muslim and an official with the functions of a quartermaster under al-Mahdi.
See Tabari, III, 1, 9, 46, 99, 461.

22. Moscati, Le califat dal-Hddi, 6 n. 2, regards this variant account from al-Fadl
b. Sulayrnin as less plausible than the first one emphasizing the roles of Yabyi and
al-Rabe in quelling the mutinous troops' outbreak in Baghdad.

15471
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When Hirun in fact arrived, acting as the deputy for Masi al-
Hid! and accompanied by al-Rabi' as a helper [wazirJ of his, he
despatched delegations to the provincial main cities [amgdr1, he
announced to them the death of al-Mahdi, he required their oath of
allegiance to Musi al-Hid! (in the first place) and then to himself
as the next designated heir [wali al-`ahdl after him, and he got a
firm grip of affairs in Baghdad (i.e., he took in hand its pacifica-
tion).

(Previously to this), Nugayr the slave [al-wa$if J' had imme-
diately set off from Misabadhin to Jurjin with the news of the
death of al-Mahdi and the giving of allegiance to al-Hid!. When
Nu$ayr had reached al-Hid!, the latter had given the signal for
departure and had forthwith set off by means of the band ser-
vice,24 as if he were a noble, swift horse, accompanied by Ibrahim
(i.e., his brother) and Ja`far (i.e., his son) from his own family and
by `Ubaydallah b. Ziyid al-Kitib, the head of his chancery, and
Mu$ammad b. jamil,25 his secretary for military affairs, from
among his administrative staff [al-wuzara'126 Now, when he drew
within sight of the City of Peace, a group of people from his own
family and others came out to meet him. Al-Hid! had meanwhile
been showing resentment towards al-Rabi' for what he had been
doing, including his sending out delegations and his giving pay
allotments to the army before al-Hid!'s arrival. For his part, al-
Rabi` had despatched his son al-Fad.l. He went to meet al-Hid!
with all the presents prepared for him and came face-to-face with
him at Hamadhin. Al-Hid! summoned him into his presence and

[5481 brought him close, and said to him, "How was my master (i.e., al-
Rabi') when you left him? "Al-Fatil then wrote back these words to
his father. Al-Rabi` thereupon went forth to meet al-Hid!. The

23. This seems to be the correct rendering here of this-i.e., as a common noun;
but it can also be a personal name of slaves, as with the Turkish military slave, the
bdjib Wagif, prominent in the events of the reigns of al-Mutawakkil and his suc-
cessors.

24. In Jahshiyari, iss, and Thaalibi, Lafdif al-ma drif, r;r, tr. C. E. Bosworth,
104-5, it is recorded as noteworthy that al-Hadi was the first and only Caliph
personally to use the band system.

2S. Caliphal mawli, subsequently governor of al-Ba $rah and Egypt for al-Rashid.
See Crone, i9r.

26. See Sourdel, Vizirat, I, r r7r and for `Ubaydallah b. Ziyid b. Abi Layla, who
died shortly after this (Jahshiysri, 127), ibid., I, ii9-2o.
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latter reproached him gently, but al-Rabi' made his excuses and.
informed him of the reasons which had impelled him to behave
thus . Al-Had= accepted this apology, and appointed him vizier in
place of 'Ubaydallah b. Ziyad b . Abi Layla, and added to his respon-
sibilities the office of control of expenditure [al-zimam j, which
'Umar b . Bazi' had until then exercised .27 He appointed Mul}am-
mad b. Jamil over the financial department [diwdn al-khardj]
concerned with the two Irags (i.e., Mesopotamia and western Per-
sia, Iraq 'Ajamij. He appointed 'Ubaydallah b. Ziyad over the
financial administration of Syria and adjoining lands . He con-
firmed 'Ali b. Isk b . Mahan28 as commander of his personal guard
[baras], adding to his responsibilities the department of the army
(diwdn al-jundJ . He appointed 'Abdallah b . Malik (al-Khuzai)29 as
commander of the security police [shuraf ] (in Baghdad) in place of
'Abdallah b . Khazim30 Finally, he entrusted the seal ring to the
hands of 'Ali b. Yagfln31

Musa al-Hidi's arrival at Baghdad , at the time of his journey
from Jurjan, was on the nineteenth of $afar (August 31, 785 ) in this
year 32 It has been mentioned in this connection that he travelled
from Jurjan to Baghdad in twenty days 33 When he actually arrived
in Baghdad, he established himself in the palace known as al-

27. On these administrative arrangements, see Jahshiyari , 125: al-Khallfah b.
Khayyit, Ta'rikh, It 7091 R. al.'Uyun, 283, Ibn al-Athir, VI, 89, Sourdel, Vizirat, I,
119.

28. Son of a deputy nagl-b and dd'i in Marw during the'Abbisid Revolution, who
founded a leading Abni ' family in Baghdad, during al-Amin 's caliphate, he was one
of the Caliph's most strenuous supporters, and died in battle against al-Ma'mun's
general Tihir. See Crone, 178-9.

29. Son of one of the twelve nagibs, Malik b. Haytham al-Khuzii, from Khuri-
sin who participated in Abu Muslim 's rising, 'Abdallih eventually recovered favor
under Hirun, despite his support at this juncture for al-Hidii . See Crone, 181-2,
Kennedy, The early Abbasid Caliphate . A political history, 8o-1.

30. Read thus for the text's Hizim. 'Abdallih's father Rhazim b. Khuzaymah al-
Tamimi had been one of the deputy nagibs from Marw al-Riidh in the 'Abbasid
Revolution, hence he stemmed from a prominent family of the Abna '. See Crone,
Iso-1, Kennedy, 81-2.

31. On him, already earlier in life suspected of Shi i sympathies, see Sourdel,
Vwrat, I, II2, I2o, Mas'adl, Murni, ed. Pellet, Index, Vii, 520 . For all these
administrative arrangements , see Abbott, 78-8o, Moscati, Le califat d'al-Hddl,
17-18, Sourdel, Vizirat, II, 119-20.

32. Tabari-Bal'ami, tr. IV, 447, has the date of the tenth of $afar.
33. Cf. Tha'ilibi, l0c. cit.
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Khuld and stayed there for a month; then he moved to the Garden
of Abu Ja'far and thence to 'Isabidh34

In this year, al-Rabi' (b. Yanus), the mawla of Abu Ja'far al-
Man^ar, perished.35

'Ali b. Muhammad al-Nawfali36 has mentioned that his father
transmitted the information to him that Musa al-Hidi had a slave
girl whom he prized greatly and who used to love him, this being at
the time when he was in Jurjan on the occasion when al-Mahdi
sent him thither. She composed some verses and wrote to him
(with them) whilst he was staying in jurjan, including the verse

O far-away one in a distant place,
who has encamped in Jurjan!

He related: When Masi al-Hidi received the homage and he re-
turned to Baghdad, his only thought was of her. He went into her
presence, at a moment when she was singing her verses, and stayed
with her all that day and night, before he showed himself to any of
the people 37

Musd al-Hddf's Repression of the Dualist Infidels

In this year, Masi sought out with severity the dualist infidels
(549] [zanddigah ], and during it killed a considerable number of them38

34. The palace built by al-Mahdi for his son id as a pleasure resort , in the eastern
part of Baghdad (cf. Tabari, III, 5r7 ). See Yiqut, Mu'jam, IV, 1172-3; Le Strange,
Baghdad, 194; Abbott, 85-6; Lassner, 7bpography, 194.

35. Al-Rabi' had not remained long in al-Hidi's favor, having lost all his offices
except control of the zimdm (Tabari, III, 598 ), certain sources, e.g., Tabari, III, 597-
8 (below, 85-86), and Mas'udi, Mardi, VI, 265-6 = ed Pellat, § 2473, state that the
Caliph plotted to kill his minister. See Abbott, 86-7, Moscati, Le califat dal-Hddi,
17-x8.

36. Rdwi much cited by Tabari for the period from al-Manger to Hirun, by
Mas'udl (Murili, ed. Pellat, Index, VII, 517) and also by I0ahini, Aghdni, Bulaq,
XVII, 29 = Cairo, XVIII, 2o9 . For his full nasab, see Tabari, III, 563 (below, 32).

37. Cf. Abbott, 85.
38. For a general study of this persecution of the zindigs, comprising mainly

Manichaean dualists but probably also Mazdakites and other remnants of the
many once-flourishing faiths and sects of Mesopotamia , see G. Vajda, "Les zindigs
en pays d'Islam an debut de Is periode abbaside," RSO, XVII ( 1938), 173-229;
F. Gabriel, "La ..zandaga .. an I- sibcle abbasside," L'elaboration de 1'Islam, Paris
x961 , 23-38; F. Omar, "Some observations on the reign of the 'Abbisid caliph al-
Mahdi 775-785 A.D.," in 'Abbdsiyydt, 89-93 ; S. N. C. Lieu , Manichaeism in the
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Among those who were executed was Yazdin b. Badhan , the secre-
tary of Yaglin (b. Musa )39 and of the latter's son 'All b. Yagtin, who
was a native of al-Nahrawan .40 It has been mentioned concerning
him that he made the Pilgrimage . He looked at the people tripping
round performing the circumambulation of the Kabah , and said,
"I can only compare them with oxen trampling round a threshing-
floor!" Al-`Ala' b. al-Haddad al-A'ma addressed to him (i.e., to al-
Hid! ) the verse,

0 one . whom God has made His trustee over His creation,
and heir of the Ka 'bah and the (Prophet 's) pulpit!

What do you think about an unbeliever
who compares the Kabah with a threshing-floor,

And who makes the people, when they perform the running (sa'y),
into asses trampling wheat and corn? 41

Thereupon, Musa killed and then gibbeted him. Subsequently, the
wooden scaffolding on which he was gibbeted fell down on top of a
pilgrim and killed both him and his ass 42 Also executed was Ya'-
qub b . al-Fail from among the Hashimites.

It has been mentioned from 'All b. Muhammad (b. Sulaymin b.
'Abdallah) al-Hashimi ,43 who said : There were brought before al-
Mahdi, as dualist infidels and in two separate court sessions, a son
of Dawud b. 'Ali44and Ya 'qub b. al-Fatll b . 'Abd al-Rahmin b.

later Roman empire and medieval China A historical survey, Manchester 1985,
83-41 El' s.v Zind11 (L. Massignon). For al-Had-i's measures in particulat; see Vajda,
186-7s Moscati, Le califat d'al-Hbdi, 7-8.

39. Yagtin b. Musa is mentioned at several points in the narratives of Ya'gabi and
Tabarl, from the beginning of al-Mansar's reign onwards, as a trusted servant and
commander for the Caliphs, and was presumably one of the Abni'. He held a land
grant )gatrdh) along the $arat Canal to the south of the Round City/ see Ya'gabl,
Buldan, 243, tr. G. Wiet, z1. His son 'Ubayd is also mentioned as fighting in the
government forces at Fakhkh, Tabari, m, 562 (below, 30-311.

40. The name of the canal, town and district to the east of Baghdad . See Yigat,
Mu'jam , V. 324-71 Le Strange, Lands, 59-61.

4r. Dawsar, according to R. P. A. Dozy, Supplement, I, 442x, Aegylops ovate or
in the form dawshar, ibid., 1, 475b, corn, Canary grain.

42. Cf. al-Mutahhar al-Magdisi , K. al-Bad' wa-al-ta'n7Eh, V1, zoo; Vajda, 186.
43. Described more specifically in Tabari, 111, 360, as "al-'Abbisi," possibly the

grandson of the Sulaymin b. 'Abdallih who was governor of Mecca in 214/829.
44. Paternal uncle of al-Saffab and al -Manger, most respected of the'umomah in

the early decades of 'Abbasid rule and governor of al-Kafah for al-Saffib. See Ibn
Qutaybah, 216, 372, 3741 Lessner, The shaping of 'Abbdsid rule, 146 and Appen-
dix E.
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[ 5501

'Abbas b. Rabi'ah b. al-Harith b. 'Abd al-Muflalib 45 Al-Mahdi said
the same words to each of them after both of them had affirmed to
him their infidel beliefs. As for Ya 'qub b . al-Fail, he said to the
Caliph, "I affirm my beliefs privately between the two of us, but I
refuse to proclaim them publicly, even though you were to cut me
into little pieces with shears ." Al-Mahdi said to him, "Woe upon
you! Even though the heavens were to be laid open for you and the
affair were as you say, you would still have had ineluctably to show
family solidarity I ta'a$saba1 with Mul?ammad146 If it were not for
Muhammad, who would you be? Would you be anyone but an
ordinary person ? By God, if it were not for the fact that I have laid
upon myself, before God, a charge when He invested me with this
office (i.e., with the caliphate) that I would never kill a Hashimite,
I would not have argued with you like this but would have killed
you outright!" Then he turned to Musa al -Hadi and said, "0 Musa,
I solemnly adjure you, by my own right (to this office), that if you
succeed to this position of authority after me, you do not engage in
disputation with these two for a single moment!"

The son of Dawud b. 'Ali died in prison before al-Mahdi's own
death. As for Ya 'qub, he remained (in prison) until al-Mahdi died
and Musa arrived from Jurjan . Immediately he entered (Baghdad),
he remembered al-Mahdi 's injunction, and he despatched to Ya'-
qub someone who threw a mattress over him ; several persons were
then set down on top of him till he suffocated to death .47 Al-Hadi's
attention was then diverted from Ya'qub by the ceremony of hom-
age to himself as ruler and by the need to make firm his caliphal
power. All this happened on an extremely hot day. Ya'qub's corpse
stayed there until the early part of the night had elapsed, but then
people reported to Musa, "0 Commander of the Faithful, Ya'qub's
body has begun to swell up and stink." The Caliph said, "Send it
along to his brother Ishaq b. al-Fail and tell him that Ya'qub has

45. Hence, a direct descendant of a paternal uncle of the Prophet.
46. I.e., as a H3shimite you cannot gainsay your genealogical connection with

the Prophet. The Cairo edition, VIII, r9o, has for ta'assaba [= tata'assaba),
taghdaba (Ii-Muhammad) "you would still have to show anger towards Mul}am-
mad."

47. Obviously to avoid the impiety and scandal of openly shedding Hishimite
blood.
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died in prison ." Ya`qub's corpse was put in a skiff [zawragJ48 and
brought to Isltaq. The latter took a look, and it was clear that there
was no way of washing the corpse , so he buried Ya'qub imme-
diately in a garden of his. He then went off in the morning and sent
a message to the Hishimites informing them about Ya'qub's death
and summoning them to his obsequies. He gave orders for a
wooden beam to be procured, and this was then carved into the
rough shape of a man . It was then swathed in cotton bands and
Ishaq had it enshrouded. Then he had it mounted on a funeral bier,
and none of those present at the ceremony had any idea that the
corpse was in fact an artificial substitute . Ya`qub left behind vari-
ous issue of his loins , comprising 'Abd al-Rabman, al-Fail, Arwa
and Falimah. In regard to Falimah , she was found to be pregnant by
her father, and she herself confessed this.49

`Ali b. Muhammad continued to relate: My father related: Fa-i-
mah and Ya`qub b. al-Fatll's wife, who was not herself a Hashimite
and who was called Khadijah, were brought into al-Hadi 's pres-
ence, or into al-Mahdi 's presence at an early date . They both
affirmed their adherence to dualist beliefs, and Falimah acknowl-
edged that she was pregnant by her father. He sent the two of them
to Raytah bt. Abi al-`Abbas.50 She saw that they both had their
eyelids darkened with kohl and their hands and hair dyed with
henna, and she reproached them strongly, being particularly vol-
uble against the daughter (i.e., Falimah). The latter protested, "He
compelled me (to submit to him)." Rayxah, however, replied,
"What is the meaning, then, of this dyestuff, this kohl and this air
of gaiety, if you were compelled?" and she cursed them both.

He related : I was informed that they were both reduced to an
extremity of fear, and so died of this fear; they were beaten on the
head with a thing called the ru`bnb,51 were stricken with terror by

48. See A. Mez, The renaissance of Islam , tr. Khuda Bakhsh and D . S. Margoli-
outh, 487, H. Kindermann, "Schiff " im Arabiscben, 37-8, Darwish al-Nukhayli,
al-Sufun al-isldmiyya, 59-62 : a small river craft used in Iraq.

49. Cf. Abbott, 40. Accusations of incest, like those of unnatural vice, are cliches
of heresy trials as much in the Islamic world as in other cultures.

So. Daughter of al-Saffib and the wife of her own first cousin al-Mahdi. See
Abbott, 25, 39-401 Ka},alah, A'lam al nisc, I, 479.

5z. Literally, "that which instills terror, ra'b," clearly some kind of club; of.
Glossarium , p. CCLXV.
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it and thus died . As for Arwi, she survived ; her paternal cousin al-
Fa41 b . Ismail b . al-Fa4l, a man of unimpeachably orthodox reli-
gion, married her.52

In this year, Windi(dlhurmuz, the ruler of Tabaristan, came to
Musa under a guarantee of safety ; the Caliph rewarded him munifi-
cently and sent him back to Tabaristan.53

The Remainder of the Events of This Year

These included the revolt of al-Husayn b. 'Ali b. al-Hasan b. al-
Hasan54 b . al-Hasan b . 'Ali b. Abi Talib, the one killed at Fakhkh.ss

The Revolt and Killing of al-IJusayn b. All

It has been mentioned from Muhammad b. Musi al-Khwirazmi56
that he related : Between al-Mahdi's death and al-Hadi 's assump-

5 a. Ibn al-Athir, VI, 89; Vajda, 186-7 ; Moscati, Le califat dal-Hddi 7-8; Omar,
in 'Abbasiyydt, 91. Tabari-Bal'ami, tr. N, 447-53, devotes & lengthy, special section
to zandaqah under al-H!&, with many novel details.

53. See on Windidhurmuz and his reign in Tabaristin , Ibn Isfandiyir, Ta'rlkh-i
Tabaristdn, tr. E. G . Browne, 125-32; Moscati, "Studi storici sul califatto di al-
Mahdi," 347-50; idem, "Le califat dal-H!&," 8-9; W. Madelung, in Cambridge
history of Iran , IV, 202 . For the name Wi/andid Hurmuz , see Justi, Iranisches
Namenbuch, 369-70.

54. Hence, grandson of the Hasanid known as al-Hasan al-Muthallath and great-
grandson of al-I;iasan al-Muthanni . See K. Ohrnberg, The offspring of Fatima.
Dispersal and ramification , Table 16.

55. The primary sources for this episode of yet anoiber futile 'Aid rebellion are:
Khalifah, Ta'rIkh,11, 704 ; Ya'giibi, Ta'rlkh, 1I, 488; Mas'udi, Murdi, VI, 266-8 = ed.
Fellat, §§ 2474-5; Igfahini, Maqdtil al-Tdlibiyyln, 285-6, 289-307; Azdi, Ta'rikh
al-Mawwil, 258-9 ; K. al-'Uydn, 284-5 ; Ibn al-Athir, VI, 90-41 In al-Tigtagi, K. al-
Fakhri, 172-3, tr. C. E J. Whitting, 187; Fisi, in Die Chroniken der Stadt Mekka, ed.
and tr. F. Wustenfeld, 11, 184-5; Nahrawili, in ibid., 111, 212-13. The main second-
ary sources are: F. Wustenfeld, Chroniken ... IV. Geschichte der Stadt Mekka nach
den arabischen Chroniken bearbeitet , 178-9; Moscati, Le califat dal-Hddi, 9-14;
C. Van Arendonck, Les debuts de l'Imdmat Zaidite au Yemen , 62-5; L. Veccia
Vaglieri, "Divagazioni su due rivolte alidi ," A Francesco Gabrieli. Studi orien-
talistici offerti nel sessantesimo eompleanno ... , 315-6, 320-2, 335-9, 341-501
Y. Marquet, "Le SFisme an IXe siecle I travers l'histoire de Ya 'giibi," Arabica, XIX
(1972 (, 109r Kennedy, 1o9-Io, El2 s .v al-Husayn b. 'Ali, $iJ}ib Fakhkh (Veccia
Vaglieri).

On the place Fakhkh, one of the wadis running down into Mecca from the
direction of the Juddah and Tan'im roads , see Yaqut, Mu'jam, N, 237-8; Bakri,
Mu'jam md'sta'jam, III, 1014-15; Azragi, Akbbar Makkah, 282, 298.

56. Celebrated mathematician and astronomer, who worked in al-Ma'mun's
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tion of the caliphate, there were eight days. He related: The news
(i.e., of al-Mahdi 's death) reached him when he was in Jurjan, and
up to the point when he entered the City of Peace, up to al-Husayn
b. 'Ali b. al-Hasan's revolt, and (finally) up to the killing of al-
Husayn, was a period of nine months and eighteen days.

Muhammad b. $alihS7 has mentioned that Abu Hafg al-Sulam!
transmitted the information to him as follows . He related: Ishaq b.
'Isa b. 'A1i58 was governor of Medina. When al-Mahdi died and
Musa was appointed Caliph, Ishaq set off on a mission to Musa
in Iraq, leaving behind as his deputy in Medina 'Umar b. 'Abd
al-'Aziz b. 'Abdallah b. 'Abdallih b. 'Umar b. al-Khat0b.59 Al-Fa4l
b. Ishaq (b. Sulayman) al-Hashinu60 has mentioned that Ishaq b.
'Isa b. 'Ali, when he was in charge of Medina, asked al-Had! to
release him from his duties and to permit him to come to Baghdad.
Al-Had! duly relieved him of his duties and appointed as governor
in his stead 'Umar b. 'Abd al-'Aziz. He has likewise mentioned
that the reason behind al-Husayn b. 'All b. al-Hasan's revolt was
that'Umar b. 'Abd al-'Aziz, when he took over the governorship of
Medina-as al-Husayn b. Muhammad has mentioned on the au-
thority of Abu Hafg al-Sulam!-arrested Abu al-lift al-Hasan b.
Muhammad b. 'Abdallah b. al-Hasan,61 Muslim b. Jundub the poet
of Hudhayl,62 and'Umar b. Sallam, a mawla of the house of 'Umar,

reign and died ca. 232 (846-7). See Brockelmann, GAL. 12, 239-40, S I, 381-2,
Sezgin, GAS, V,' 228-41 , VI, 140-3; Ell S.V. (J. Vernet).

57. Unidentified, but not the Muhammad b. Sahib b. Dinar al-Madani, narrator of
historical traditions, who had died in 168/784; see GAS, I, 284.

58. First cousin of al-Saffib and al-Man$iir, hence, a scion of the'umnmah, and
governor of Medina 167-9 (784-6), see Ibn QutaYbah, 374.

59. Descendant of the Caliph 'Umar I and brother of the noted ascetic 'Abdallah
b. 'Abd al-'Aziz feared and respected by Hiram al-Rashid) see Tabari, III, 7So-1
(below, 316-18).

6o. Probably the son of the 'Abbasid prince Isbaq b. Sulayman who held various
governorships under Harun.

6r. I.e., the son of the Hasanid rebel against al-Man$iir killed at Medina in 145
(762), &I-Nafs al-Zalayyah. See bhrnberg Table 7; Ell s.v. Mubammad b. 'Abd
Allah IF. Buhl).

62. The reference to this person is rather enigmatic . Abn 'Abdallah Muslim b.
Jundub for Jundab) al-Hudhali is mentioned by Jali as a judge (gddlj and popular
preacher J gdsSJ of the Prophet's Mosque at Medina ( al-Baydn wa-al-tabyin, I, 367-
8), who had been tutor to the Caliph'Umar II b. 'Abd al-'Aziz and who had himself
died in ,o6 (724-5). This death date rules out our poet of the same unusual name;
one wonders whether Tabari 's rdwf confused a possibly similar name with that of
the earlier figure.
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or you?" They replied, "Certainly, you are, 0 Commander of the
Faithful!" He said, "Who then is better, my mother or your moth-
ers?" They replied , "Assuredly, your mother, 0 Commander of the
Faithful!" He continued, "Which then of you would like to have
men talking about his mother 's affairs, saying 'So-and so 's mother
did this, and so-and-so's mother acted in this way, and so-and-so's
mother said this'?" They replied, "None of us would like that." He
said, "So what do you think about the men who keep coming to
my mother and who subsequently make her affairs the subject of
their conversations?" When they heard this , they ceased their
visits to her completely. Al-Khayzuran was deeply mortified by
that ; she kept away from him and swore that she would never
speak to him again . Thereafter, she never entered his presence
until death came upon him. 180

The reason why Musa al-Hadi wished to deprive his brother
Harlin of the succession, to the point that he brought force to bear
on the latter and exerted himself strongly (in applying this pres-
sure ), according to what $alib b. Sulayman has mentioned, was
that al-Hadi, when the caliphate passed to him, confirmed Yal}ya
b. Khalid (b. Barmak ) in the administration of the Western lands
which Harlin was governing (nominally). Al-Hadi then had the
idea of depriving Harlin al -Rashid of the succession and of secur-
ing homage as successor for his own son Ja 'far b. Musa al-Hadi, and
the commanders, including Yazid b . Mazyad (al-Shaybini ), 181 `Ab-
dallih b . Malik, 'Ali b. 'Isa (b. Mahan) and their likes, followed his
lead (or : assisted him) in that .182 Hence they removed Harlin from

18o. Tabari-Bal'ami, tr. W,, 454, Ibn al-Atha, loc. cit., Abbott, 91-2.
181. Nephew of the famous late Umayyad and early 'Abbasid general Ma'n b.

Zi'idah, al-Hid! and al-Rashid employed him as governor of Armenia and Azerbai.
jan till his death in 183 )799). With this power base in the eastern Caucasus region,
Yazid 's sons established the local dynasty in Shirwin of the Shirwin -Shihs, who
endured until the early Seljuq period . See Minorsky, A history of Sharvdn and
Darband in the roth-rrth centuries , passim , Madelung, in Cambridge history of
Iran, IV, 243-91 Crone, 169-70, Kennedy, 84-5.

182. See Abbott, 96, Kennedy, ilo- it. Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh , II, 489-90, states that
the commander of the Azd, Abu Hurayrah Mubamniad b. Farrukh al-Azd-i (who
was governor of al-Jazlrah but was executed by Hirnn in 171(787-8 ), see Tabari, III,
606, below, los), was active in denigrating Hirun (hence, doubtless, his speedy fate
when Harlin secured the throne ) and was sent by al-Hid! to al-Jazirah, Syria, Egypt,
and the West with an army to terrorize people into assenting to Hirun 's removal

[5721
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the succession and did homage to Ja'far b. Musa . They spoke
surreptitiously to the "party" [a]-shi'ah) (sc. of the `Abbasid dy-
nasty's supporters ), 183 so that these last talked about Harm 's posi-
tion and spoke slightingly of him in the public sessions at court,
saying, "We won't accept him!" Their whole plan became compli-
cated and difficult , until it became clear, and al-Hadi ordered that
no escort should go before Harun with a spear . 184 As a result, the
people (at court ) avoided him and left him by himself, to the point
that no one would dare even to greet him or to approach his
presence. Yahya b. Khalid used to take charge of arrangements for
al-Rashid's lodging and subsistence expenses, and he and his sons
used never to leave him, according to what has been mentioned.185

$alih (b. Sulayman) related : Ismail b. $ubayh (al-Harrani ) 186 was
Yahya b. Khalid 's secretary, and Yahya wanted very much to get
him installed in a position from which he could pass back to Yahyi
information about what was going on. Ibrahim (b. Dhakwan) al-
Harrini187 held the position of vizier to Musa, and he now took
Ismail into his service as secretary. This appointment was re-
ported to al-Hadi, but news of this fact reached Yahya b. Khalid, so
he ordered Ismail to set off for Harran;188 Ismail accordingly

from the succession; cf. Jahshiyari, 132, and Moscati, Le califat dal-Hddi, 19.
However, according to an account from al-Hidi 's personal physician, 'Abdallah
al-Tayfuri, Harthamah b. A'yan , alone among the great commanders , condemned
al-Hidi's plan to deprive Hirun of the succession and dissuaded him. See Ibn Abi
Usaybi'ah, 'Uyun al-anba, 1, 154-5; Abbott, 105-6.

183. Al-Shi ah , or phrases like Abna al-Shi'ah, occurs frequently in Tabari and
other sources as a designation for the Abna ' al-Dawlah, originally the Arabs of
Khurisan plus some Iranians who had spearheaded the 'Abbasid Revolution and
were now largely resident in Baghdad . See Ayalon, The military reforms of Caliph
al-Mu'tasim , 4 ff.; Crone, 66.

z84. On ceremonial occasions, it was the custom for the ruler (or here, his
designated heir ) to be preceded by the commander of the police guard )$dbib al-
shur4ah ) with his lance or spear held erect as a symbol of authority. See Sourdel,
"Questions de c& moniale 'abbaside," 144-5.

185. K. al-'Uydn, 285.
186. Secretary, originally from the community of Sabians at Harrin , who later

served Harun and al-Amin as a leading chancery official ; see Sourdel, Vizirat, I,
122, 190.

187. Also from Harrin, originally a mawla of al-Mansur, and treasurer for al-
Hid!, but not apparently acting as vizier in the full sense of the word. See Khalifah,
Ta'rikh, II, 709 ; Mas'iidi, Tanblh. 344, tr. Carry de Vaux, 442-3 ; Moscati, Le califat
d'al Hddi, 17-18 ; Abbott, 86, 92-4; Sourdel, Vizirat, I, 121-4.

M. A town of northern Syria , classical Carrhae. See Yignt, Mu'jam, 11, 235-6;
Le Strange, Lands, 103; Canard, 93-4; E12 s.v (G. Fehervari).
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departed thither. Some months later, al-Hadi asked Ibrahim al-
Harrani, "Who is acting as your secretary?" He replied, "So-and-so
is acting as secretary," giving his name . Al-Hadi commented,
"Didn't I receive a report that Ismail b. $ilbayh was acting as your
secretary?" Ibrahim replied, "(That must have been) a false report,
O Commander of the Faithful; Ismail is in Harran!"lag

He related : Slanderous reports were passed on to al-Hadi about
Yahya b. Khalid, and al-Hidi was told, "There are no real grounds
of difference between you and Harm , it is merely that Yabyi b.
Khalid is exercising a bad influence on him ; so send for Yahya,
threaten him with death and accuse him of ingratitude ." All that
accordingly stirred up Musa al -Hadi's anger against Yabyi b. Kha-
lid.

Abu I;iafg al-Kirmanil90 has mentioned that Muhammad b.
Yabyi b. Khalid (al-Barmaki ) transmitted the information to him,
saying: Al-Hadi sent to Yabyi by night. Yabyi despaired therefore
of his life; he said farewell to his family, he anointed himself with
the aromatic substances used in preparing corpses for burial, he put
on new clothes, and he did not doubt that al-Hidi was going to put
him to death. When Yabyi was brought into the Caliph's presence,
the latter said, "0 Yahya, what is the relationship between us?"
Yahya replied, "I am your slave, 0 Commander of the Faithful, and
the only possible relationship which there can be between the
slave and his master is one of obedience towards him." The Caliph
said, "Why, then, are you coming between me and my brother, and
are influencing him unfavorably against me?" He replied, "0 Com-
mander of the Faithful, who am I that I should presume to come
between the two of you? It is merely that al-Mahdi appointed me to
accompany him, and ordered me to look after him and his needs, so
I undertook this in accordance with his command. Then you
yourself ordered me to do that, and I fulfilled your command." The
Caliph said, "What exactly has Har in been up to?" Yabyi replied,
"He hasn 't been up to anything, and it is not in his character or
capability to do anything untoward ." He related: al-Hidi 's wrath
thereupon subsided.191

)573)

189. jahshiyari, r26-7, Abbott, 96; Sourdel, Vizirat, I, r22.
19o. Presumably, the al-Kirmini mentioned by Jahshiyari, 208, as one of his

rawis.
r9r. K. al-Wynn, 285-6; Ibn al-Athir, VI, 96.



48 The Caliphate of Musa al-Hadi

Harlin personally had reconciled himself to being deprived of his
succession rights, but Yahya said to him, "Don't behave thus!"
Harlin replied, "Won't it leave me in a contented state of mind and
a healthy physical state? These two things will be sufficient for
me, and I shall live (peacefully) with my paternal uncle's daughter
(i.e., with Zubaydah)-Harlin was passionately enamored of Umm
Ja`far-but Yahya said to him, "What is that in comparison with
the dignity of the caliphate? It may well be that this (happiness of
life) will not be left open for you, to the point that it will elude you
altogether!" and he stopped him from responding (to al-Hadi's
pressures).192

Al-Kirmani related that $alih b. Sulayman transmitted the in-
formation to him, saying: "Al-Hadi sent to Yahya b. Khalid by
night when he was at `Isabadh. This summons filled Yahya with
fear. He went into the private presence of the Caliph, and was then
instructed to search out a man whom the Caliph had rendered
fearful (or: whom the Caliph had become suspicious about), so
that he had disappeared from the Caliph's sight; al-Hadi was now
wanting to take him as a boon-companion and prevent him from
continuing in his friendly relationship with Harlin. The Caliph
now treated Yahya as a favored companion, and Yahya spoke with
the Caliph about the man. Al-Hadi then gave the man a guarantee
of personal security and gave Yahya a red, ruby ring which was on
his own hand, saying, `"This is (a token of) the guarantee of security
for the man." 193 Yahya went away; he sought out the man, and
brought him to al-Hadi. At this, the Caliph rejoiced greatly. He
related: Several people have transmitted to me the information
that the person whom the Caliph was seeking was Ibrahim al-
Mawgili.194

$alilt b. Sulayman related: Al-Hadi said to al-Rabi' one day,
"Don't let Yahya b. Khalid enter except at the end of everybody
else." He related: So al-Rabi' sent to Yahyi, and he devoted his

192. Jahshiyiri, 128; K. al-'Uyun, 286, Ibn a1-Athir, VI, 96-7.
193. Following Addenda et emendanda , p. DCCLX, hddhd amdnuhu.
194. Le., Ibrihim b. Mihin or Maymun , father of IsI. iq al-Mawgili and famous

musician and composer, in great demand at the courts of al-Mahdi , al-Hill and al-
Rashid, died in 188 ( 8o4). See I$fahini, Aghdni, ed. Buliq, V, 2-48 = ed. Cairo, V,
154-258 ; H. G. Farmer, A history ofArabian music to the Xlllth century, 116-17,
GAS, I, 370; E12 S .V. (J. W. Fuck).
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undivided attention to him.195 He related: When al-Hadi held
court the next morning, he gave permission (for suppliants and
others to come forward), until the point arrived when there were
none of these remaining . Yabya came into his presence, the Caliph
having around him (from among his permanent entourage of court-
iers) 'Abd al-$amad b. 'Ali, 196 al-'Abbas b. Muhammad, and the
senior members of his own family, together with his commanders.
Al-Hadi kept summoning Yahya to draw near to him until he made
him sit directly before him, and he said to Yahya, "I have been
wronging you and branding you as one who has denied God's
favors, but please absolve me now from this." Those present were
astonished at the Caliph's show of honor towards him and his
words. Yahya kissed his hand and gave thanks to him,197 and al-
Hadi then said to him, "Who is it who says concerning you, 0
Yahya,

If a miser were to touch Yahya's palm,
his mind would glow with a feeling of generosity for the
lavishing of gifts?"

Yahya replied, "That is your generous palm, 0 Commander of the
Faithful, not that of your slave."

He related: When al-Hadi spoke to Yahya about depriving Harnn
of the succession, Yahya said to him, "0 Commander of the Faith-
ful, if you urge the people to break their oaths, they will come to
regard their oaths lightly; but if you leave them to retain their oath
of allegiance to your brother, and then make Ja'far the designated
heir after Harm, that will make Ja'far's position as designated heir
all the firmer." The Caliph replied, "You have spoken truly and

195. Following the text here and that of Cairo, VIII, 2o9 , tafarragha lahu, but the
Leiden editor also suggests, n. d, the possible reading tafazza'a lahu "he pretended
to seek his aid"; cf . for this meaning, Tabari, III, 333, and Glossarium, p. CDII.

196. The youngest paternal uncle of al-Saffib and ai -Mansur, died in i85 (8o,-2(;
hence, one of the 'umumah . Having been involved in the revolt against al-Mansur
of the latter's discontented uncle 'Abdallih b. 'Ali ('Abd al-$amad's elder brother( in
137 (754(, he was not allowed thereafter to play any outstanding role in affairs. See
Ibn QutaybAh, 374; Kennedy, 53, 59-60.

197. A person summoned to the Caliph's presence normally halted at the edge of
the ruler's personal carpet (bisdt, musalld] and then kissed his hands (and possibly
feet; see Tabari, m, 509, iathd bayna yadayhi(; see Sourdel, "Questions de c6rd-
moniale 'abbaside," 137-8.
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have given good advice, and this will be a sound plan of action for
me." 198

Al-Kirmani related , that Khuzaymah b. `Abdallah also trans-
mitted the information to him , saying : Al-Hadi ordered Yahya b.
Khalid to be imprisoned because of the course of action which
Yahya had endeavored to make him adopt over al -Rashid's being
deprived of the succession to the caliphate . Yahya, however, sent a
message to the Caliph containing these words , "I have some good
advice," so the Caliph sent for him. Yahya said, "0 Commander of
the Faithful, permit me to speak to you alone," so the Caliph took
him in privately with himself. Yahya continued, "0 Commander
of the Faithful, do you think that, if that momentous event (i.e., al-
Hadi 's own death)-and I pray God that we may never live to see it
and that He may bring forward our own demise before that oc-
curs!-takes place , do you really imagine that the leading figures
in the state (al-nds ] will hand over the caliphate to Ja`far, when
he has not yet reached the age of puberty, and be satisfied with him
as leader in their worship, in the Pilgrimage, and in military expe-
ditions? " He replied, "By God, I don 't imagine that they would."
Yahya continued, "0 Commander of the Faithful, are you, more-
over, sure that your own family and prominent members of it, like
so-and-so and so-and-so, will not aspire to the caliphate , and that
others may not have designs on it, with the result that the office
might become diverted from the offspring of your father? " Al-Hadi
replied to him, "You have made me alert to all that , 0 Yahya!" He
related: Yahya used to say, "I never spoke with any Caliph who was
more intelligent than Musa " He related : Yahya further told him,
"If it had not been for the fact that this affair (i.e., the succession to
the caliphate ) had already been settled on your brother, would
it not have been necessary for you yourself to designate him (sc.
Harun ) as successor in the rule ? How then can you contemplate
removing him from the succession, when al-Mahdi appointed
him to it? It is my opinion , 0 Commander of the Faithful , that the
best course is to confirm this arrangement as it now stands. Then
when Ja`far reaches puberty-and may God bring him to this

198. jahshiyan, z2.8, Azdi, 260; Ibn al-Athir, VI, 96-7; Palmer, 33-4; Abbott, 94;
Moscati, Le califat d'al Hid[, 19.
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stage!-you can bring al-Rashid into his presence , and al-Rashid
will renounce his succession rights in his favor and be the first to
swear allegiance and to clasp his hand." He then related : Al-Hadi
accepted his arguments and his judgement , and ordered his re-
lease.i'

Al-Maw$ih has mentioned, from Muhammad b. Yahya (b.
Khalid al-Barmaki ), who said: Al-H!& (nevertheless) resolved on
depriving Harun of the succession after my father 's words with
him. A group of his mawlas and commanders urged him on to this
course of action, whether Harun agreed to his own deprivation or
not. Al-Hadi's anger against Hama grew more intense, and he put
more and more pressure on him . Yahya said to Harlin, "Ask the
Caliph for permission to go off hunting , and when you go forth,
keep yourself far away and put off the days (of your return)." So
Harlin sent in a request, seeking permission to depart , and the
Caliph gave his permission . Harlin journeyed to Qa$r Mugitil2Ol
and stayed there for forty days, until al-Hadi began to show dis-
approval of Harun's actions, and his keeping away caused al-Hadi
disquiet. He began writing to him and telling him to come back,
but Harlin made excuses (for not returning), until the affair as-
sumed serious proportions . Al-Ridi began to abuse Harlin, and his

z99.1ahshiyari, 3128-9; Mas'ndi, Muriij, VI, 28o-z - ed. Pellat, § 2485; Palmer,
loc. cit.; Abbott, 94-5s Moscati , Le califat d'al Hadi, z9-2o. Ya'qubi, Ta'rikb, II,
59o, and a later author on the history of the Barmakis, 'Abd al-JaW aI-Yazdl, in his
Ta'rikh-i del-i Barmak, state that both YaI y3 and Hann were nevertheless im-
prisoned (Mas`ndl, Murdj, loc. cit.: Yahyi only ) and only saved from execution by
al-Hidi's own death. A later account in Tabari, III, 599-600 (below, 92), places both
Ya4yi and Harnn in jail and on the point of execution when al-Hadi conveniently
died. Finally, an account in the K. al-'Uydn, a86-8, states that al-Hadi ordered
Harthamah b. A'yan to kill Yabyl secretly during the night , but Harthamah feared
that al-Hadi would then kill him in order to conceal all knowledge of the murder,
he was saved from his dilemma by al-HidEs death during the night.

200. I .e., Isbaq b. Ibrahim, the celebrated poet, musician and singer, died in 235
(8501. See Farmer, 3124-6 , GAS, I, 3731, II, 578) EIz s.v. (Fuck).

201. According to Yignt , Mu'jam, IV, 364, a place out in the Samiwah or desert
between the Euphrates and Syria , beyond 'Ayn al-Taw to the south of Hit, origi-
nally built by one Mugatil b. Hassin of the Bann Imru ' al-Qays b. Zayd Manit (thus
in Balàdhuri, Futdb , 2821 and restored by the 'Abbasid prince `Isi b. 'All b. 'Abdal-
lih, Hirun's great-great-uncle . Ibn al-Athir, VI, 97 and elsewhere, inserts Banff
before the name Muqdtil.

ao2. Yasrifuhu , perhaps with the additional nuance , from the idea of "embellish-
ing speech" 1sarf al-kaldm] , of "cajoling, trying to persuade by fair words."
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mawlas and commanders made slanderous talk about him. At this
particular moment, al-Fall b . Yahya was acting as the representa-
tive of his father and al-Rashid at the caliphal court ; he kept
sending reports of all this to Harlin, so that the latter then re-
turned, the whole affair having become prolonged.

Al-Kirmani related that Yazid, the mawla of Yabyi b. Khalid,
transmitted the information to him , saying: Al-Khayzuran sent
`Atikah, who had been a wet nurse for Harlin , to Yahya . She tore at
the neck opening of her gown in his presence , all the while weep-
ing to him and saying, "The lady (i.e., al-Khayzuran ) says to you, 'I
beseech you by God to have regard for my son's interests! Don't
bring about his death, just let him agree to what his brother
demands and seeks from him, for his preservation is more dear to
me than this present world and everything in it! " He related:
Yahya cried out to her and told her, "What do you know about this?
If it is as you say (i .e., that my advice is likely to bring about
Harun's death ), then I, my children and my family will all be killed
before Harlin, and even if I am held in suspicion (by al-Khayzuran)
on account of him, I cannot be held in suspicion on account of my
own self and my family."

He related: When al -Hadi saw that Yahya b . Khalid was not
going to go back on what he had undertaken to do for Harlin,
despite his lavishing on him marks of honor , grants of land, and
presents, he sent a messenger to Yabyi threatening him with
death unless he renounced this course of action . He related: This
state of fearfulness and sense of danger continued unremittingly.
Yahya's mother died whilst he was in the Khuld Palace205 at Bagh-
dad, because Harlin used to live there , accompanied by Yahya,
whilst he was heir to the succession, staying in his residence and
constantly in contact with him night and day.

Muhammad b . al-Qasim b. al-Rabi`06 has mentioned that Mu-

203. Mas`ndi, Murnj, VI, 281-2 = ed. Pellat, § 2486; Ibn al-Athir, VI, 97-8;
Bouvat, 46 n. r, Moscati, Le califat dal-Hddi, so.

204. Abbott, 104-5.
205. The palace on the west bank of the Tigris and to the northeast of the Round

City, built by al-Hangar, who took up residence there in 31581775). See Le Strange,
Baghdad, 101-5 ; Lassner, ToPograPhy, 55, 149.

2o6. Presumably a grandson of the minister al-Rabi' b. Yunus , on whom see
Tabari, 111, 545 (above, 3, and n. 31.
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bammad b. 'Amr al-Rum! transmitted the information to him
from his father,207 saying: After he had achieved royal power and
in the opening days of his caliphate, Musa al -Had! held a court
session of his intimates [julus khd$$ ]?08 He summoned Ibrahim
b. Ja'far b. Ab! Ja`far,20 Ibrahim b. Salm b. Qutaybah and (Ibrahim
b. Dhakwan ) al-Harrani. These last took their places on his left
hand, together with one of al-Hadi's black eunuchs who had the
name of Aslam and the patronymic of Abu Sulayman ; al-Had!
used to repose great confidence in him and put him forward into a
prominent place. Whilst the Caliph was in this situation, behold,
the $dWb al-mu$alld $ft210 came in and announced the arrival of
Harlin b . al-Mahdi . Al-Hadi said, "Allow him to come in." So
Harlin entered, greeted the Caliph, kissed his hand, and took his
seat on al-Hadi 's right, but at some distance and at one side. Musa
lowered his gaze and was silent , whilst regarding him, and he
remained thus for a while . Then he turned to him and said, "0
Harlin, it appears to me that you are dwelling too lengthily on the
fulfillment of the dream211 and are hoping for something which is
beyond your reach; but before that can come to pass, you will have
to strip the spiny leaves from the tragacanth bush's branches 212
Do you really hope for the caliphate?"

He related : Harlin knelt on both knees and answered, "0 Musa,
if you act haughtily, you will be abased ; if you show humility, you
will be exalted in rank ; and if you act oppressively, you will be

207. 'Amr al-Rumi was a freedman of al-Hidi , who was in charge of the laying
out of a new settlement, called Madinat MnMi, which the Caliph laid out opposite
Qazwin when he journeyed to Rayy; see Balidhuri, Futull, 323.

208. On the distinction between , and different conventions for, public and inti-
mate court sessions, see Sourdel, "Questions de cbrEmonial 'abbaside," 136.

tog. I .e., Zubaydah 's brother and first cousin of al-Hidi ; see Ibn Qutaybah, 379.
2 io. The mu$aIId here seems to have been the prayer carpet covering the divan or

seat (sarirj on which the Caliph sat, regarded as one of the insignia of royalty; it was
an honor to be invited to sit on it. $alib is mentioned by Jahshiyiri, Yaqubi, and
Tabari on various occasions as being the official responsible for the placing of the
mu$alld and admitting of those privileged to sit on it, from the reign of al-Manger
to that of al-Amin , and his son 'Ali had the office, and then that of chamberlain,
under al-Ma'mun, according to Ibn Abi Tihir Tayfur and Shibushti . See Sourdel,
"Questions de c6r6monial 'abbaside," 131-2, 146 n. i81.

2z I. Explained below.
2z2. This was a proverbial expression for anything extremely difficult, the traga-

canth bush being very spiny. See Mubarrad, Kdmil, I, 3291 Maydini, tr. Freytag, I,
476.
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deceived (by God ). I certainly hope that the ruling power will come
to me in due course, so that I may then mete out justice to those
whom you have oppressed and give bounty to those whom you
have cut off (from your generosity). I shall place your sons above
my own ones and give them my daughters in marriage, and I shall
bring to pass the due rights of the Imam al-Mahdi (i.e., in regard to
his wishes for his descendants )." He related : Musa then said to
him, "That is what I would have expected of you , 0 Abu Ja'far!
Draw near to me!" So Harlin drew near and kissed his hands, and
then he withdrew back to his place . Al-Hadi exclaimed to him,
"Nay, by the illustrious shaykh and noble monarch-I mean your
grandfather al-Mangur-you shan't sit anywhere else but here
with me! " and he made Harlin sit with him in the center of the
court assembly. Next he said, "0 Harrani, convey a million dinars
to my brother ( immediately), and when the collection of the land
tax is in hand [idha iftatalja al-kharaj ], 213 convey to him half of it,
throw open for him all our wealth in the treasuries and what was
confiscated from the members of the accursed house (i.e., the
Umayyads ), and let him take everything he desires ." He related:
He put all that into execution, and when Harlin rose (to leave), he
said to $alih, "Bring his mount near to the (Caliph 's) carpet."214

'Amr al-Riimi related : Harlin used to regard me as a close com-
panion, so I stood up before him and said , "0 my master, what was
the dream which the Commander of the Faithful spoke to you
about? " He replied, "Al-Mahdi stated, 'I saw myself in my dream
giving a rod each to Musa and Harlin , and Musa's rod put forth
leaves for a little way at the top only, whereas Harun 's one sprouted
leaves from one end to the other .' Al-Mahdi summoned al-Hakam
b. Musa al-Damri,215 who had the patronymic of Abu Sufyan, and
said to him, 'Give an interpretation of this dream.' Al-Hakam

213. Iftitab al-khardj was a technical term of the financial secretaries denoting
the beginning of the collection process, and is defined as such by Muhammad b.
Ahmad al-Khwirazmi; see Bosworth, "Abn'Abdallih al-Khwirazmi on the techni-
cal terms of the secretary 's art," !ESHO, XII (1969 1, 134-5 = Medieval Arabic
culture and administration , no. XV.

214. I.e ., as a sign of honor. Ibn al-Athir, VI, 98; cf . Bayhaqi, MaI dsin, ed.
Schwally, 208-9 = ed. Ibrihim, 1, 314-5 .

215. The "al-Iiakam b . Ishaq al-$aymari" of Mas'udi, Muruj, VI, 285, should, as
Pellat notes in his edition, IV, 194 = § 2489 n. 5, and see Index, VI, 283, be corrected
in the light of Tabari 's text here.
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replied, 'Both of them will exercise the royal power ; but as for
Musa, his reign will be short, whereas in regard to Hun , his reign
will extend further than that of any other Caliph who has ever
lived; his days will be the finest of days and his age the finest of
ages."' He related : only a few days passed before Musa fell ill and
died, his illness lasting for three days only. 'Amr al -Rums related:
The caliphate passed to Hirun . He gave (his daughter ) Hamdunah
in marriage to Ja'far b. Musa and Falimah to Ismail b. Musa; he
fulfilled everything which he had promised, and his age was the
finest of ages 216

It has been mentioned that al-Hidi had set out for al-Hadithah,
that is, Hadithat al-Maw*il ; 217 he took ill there and his sickness
grew worse, so he turned back homewards.218 'Amr al-Yashkuri,
who was one of the body of eunuchs , has mentioned that al-Hadi
came back from al-Hadithah after he had written to all his gover-
nors, those in the East as well as those in the West, ordering them
to report to him. When his illness became serious, the gang of
persons who had done homage to al-Hid-i 's son Ja`far as successor
to the throne came together and said to each other , "If the power in
the state passes to Yabya , he will kill us and will not spare us."
Hence, they plotted together that one of them should go to Yal}ya
with a (forged) order from al-Hadi and cut off his head. But then
they said, "Perhaps the Commander of the Faithful will recover
from his illness, and what excuse will we be able to give him?" So
they gave up the plan . Then al-Khayzuran sent a message to Yah-
ya219 informing him that the man (i.e., al-Hid! ) was near to his

2t6. Bayhaqi, Maladsin , ed. Schwally, 208-9 = ed. Ibrihim , 1, 31S-16; Mas'nd-i,
Murfl1. VI, 285 = ed. Pellat, § 2489s Ibn al-Athir, VI, 98, Abbott, 97-8, who notes
that al-Hid! seems to have had a superstitious and irrational streak in his makeup,
perhaps inflamed by tales like this and similar prognostications , if these are genu-
ine and not ex post facto explanations for his short reign (for al-Hidi 's horoscope,
see Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh , II, 4871 according to Mas 'ndi, Murdj, VI, 281-2 = ed. Pellat, §
2486, it forecast a short reign only.

217. I.e., the liadithah to the south of al-Mawsil, at the confluence of the Tigris
and the Great Ziib, as opposed to that on the middle Euphrates . See Yaqut, Mu' f am,
II, 230; Le Strange, Lands, 9o-I; Canard, 122-3 ; EI2 s.v. Haditha (E. Herzfeld).

218. K. al-'Uyrin, 284, attributing al-Hidi 's return to Baghdad to the onset of his
illness plus receipt of the news of al-Husayn b . 'Al-i's rebellion in al-Madinah,
Abbott, io6.

219. According to Ya'giibi, Tarikh , II, 490, al-Khayzuran went personally to
deliver Yalayi from jail.
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return (to God, i.e., near death ) and ordering him to be prepared to
do what was necessary. Al-Khayzuran was the real directing influ-
ence behind al-Rashid 's candidature and the direction of caliphal
affairs up to al-Hadi 's actual death . Yabya b. Khalid gave orders,
and the secretaries were summoned and gathered together in al-
Factl b. Yabya's house. They spent the whole night writing letters
from al-Rashid to the provincial governors announcing al-Hadi's
death and instructing them that al -Rashid confirmed them in their
existing governorships . When al-Hadi was actually dead, they de-
spatched the letters by the mounts of the band service.=

Al-Fa4l b. Said has mentioned that his father transmitted the
information to him that al-Khayzuran had sworn that she would
never speak to Musa al-Hadi again, and she had removed herself
away from his presence . When death came to al-Hadi, and the
messenger announcing that news came to her, she exclaimed,
"What shall I do concerning him?" Khih$ah said, "Arise and go to
your son, 0 noble lady, since this is no time for recrimination and
displays of anger."221 She said, "Give me some water, that I may
perform the lesser ablutions in preparation for the worship." Then
al-Khayzuran added, "Did we not use to say among ourselves that
in this one night, one caliph would die, another caliph would
succeed to power, and a third caliph would be born?" He related:
At that point, Musa died, Hariin came to power and al -Ma'mun
was boin.222 Al-Fail related: I handed on this account to `Abdallah
b. 'Ubaydallah,223 and he transmitted it on my authority in the
same words that my father had told me . I asked him, "How did al-
Khayzuran acquire this piece of knowledge ['ilm I ?" He replied,
"She had heard it from al -Awza'i."224

220. Azdi, 26z; Ibn al -Athir, VI, 99, Abbott, 107, 109-10; Kennedy, 112. Accord-
ing to Jahshiyari , 133, Yahya's secretary Yusuf b . al-Qisim b. $ubayh did the actual
writing of the letters.

221. Ibn al-Athir, VI, tor ; Abbott, 107.
222. I.e., to his Persian concubine Marijil ; see Jahshiyari, 133, and Tabari, III, 758

(below, 327). This became celebrated as the "night of the caliphate," laylat al-
khilafah . See Tha'dlibi, Thimdr a]-qulub, 510; idem, Lafa if 141, tr. 1o9-lo;
Bayhagi, Mabdsin, ed. Schwally, 16o-r = ed. Ibrahim, I, 244 ; Shibushti, K. a]-
Diydrdt, 227.

223. Apparently the 'Abbasid prince 'Abdallih b. 'Ubaydallih b. al-'Abbas b.
Muhammad, second cousin of al-Hadi and subsequently governor of Yemen under
al-Mu'tagim, also cited by Tabari, M, 450, as a rdwi for events in al-Manger's reign.

224. Cf. Abbott, 41. Al-Khayzurin must accordingly have heard this prophecy
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YaI ya b. al-Hasan (b. 'Abd al-Khaliq) has mentioned that Mu-.
bammad b . Sulaymin b. 'Ali transmitted the information to him,
saying that he got it from his paternal aunt Zaynab the daughter of
Sulaymin,2w who said., When Musa died at 'Isibidh, al-
Khayzurin gave us the news , we being four ladies, myself, my (full)
sister, Umm al-Hasan and 'A'ishah, (we four being) the youthful
daughters of Sulaymin, together with Umm 'Ali Raylah.2m
Khiligah came along at that point , and al-Khayzuran asked her,
"What are the people doing?" She replied, "0 my lady, Musa is
dead and they have buried him ." Al-Khayzuran exclaimed, "If
Musa is dead, then H& an has been spared. Bring me some
sawiq !" 7 Khili^ah brought in some sawfq. She drank some her-
self, and then gave us some to drink . She said, "Fetch four hundred
thousand dinars for my masters ," and then, "What has my son
Harun been doing?" Khilisah answered, "He has sworn that he
will not perform the noon worship anywhere else except in
Baghdad." She said, "Fetch the riding saddles and equipment, for
there's no point in my sitting here when he has departed!" She
subsequently caught up with him at Baghdad.

The Time of al-Hddf's Death, the Term of His Life,
the Extent of His Rule and (the Names of) Those

Who Led the Worship over Him

Abu Ma'shar related : 229 Musa . al-Hidi died during the night of
Friday (i.e., of Thursday-Friday), in the middle (i.e., the fifteenth or
sixteenth) of Rabi' I (September 14 or 115, 786). Abmad b. Thibit
(al-Razi )230 transmitted the information to us about that from

(see on it, Tha"alibi, LaWif, 141 , tr. log- to) from the famous Syrian jurist before
157 (774), the date of his death , see Ell S.V. al-Awza i (J. Schacht).

225. See on her, Tabari, III, 559 (above, 26, and n. Io8).
226. I.e., al-Saffib's daughter, the widow of al -Mahd-i. See for the daughters of

Sulaymin, Ibn Qutaybah, 375.
227. In the first place, a dish made from flour, and then a soup made from flour

and added ingredients. See Tha'ilibi, Latd'if, to, tr. 41 and n. 20; Ell s.v (J. Rusks).
228. Abbott, 1o9-I1.
229. Presumably the historian Abu Ma'shar Najih b . 'Abd &I-Rabmin al-Sindi,

who himself died in the year 170 (786) and was the author of a history of the
Caliphs. See GAL, S 1, 207; GAS, I, 291-2.

230.Often cited by Tabari as a rdwi of Abu Ma'shar's historical information, we
GAS, 1, 292.
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someone who had mentioned it to him from Ishaq . Al-Wagidi231
related : Musa died at 'Isibadh in the middle of Rabi ' I. Hisham b.
Muhammad (Ibn al-Kalbi )232 related : Musa al-Hadi perished on
the fourteenth of Rabi ' I (September 13, 786 ), this being the night
of Friday, in the year 170 .23 A certain authority related : He died
during the night of Friday, the sixteenth of that month, and the
length of his caliphate was one year and three months . Hisham
related : He reigned for fourteen months and died at the age of
twenty-six.234 Al-Wagidi related: His period of power was one year,
one month, and twenty-two days. Others, however, have related
that he died on Saturday, the tenth of Rabi` I (September 9, 786) or
else on the night of Friday, when he was twenty-three years old,
and his caliphate was one year, one month, and twenty-three days.
His brother Hirun al -Rashid b. Muhammad led the worship over
him. His patronymic was Abu Muhammad and his mother al-
Khayzurin, the former slave concubine [umm waladl. He was
buried in his garden at 'Isibidh the Greater. Al-Fa4l b. Ishaq (al-
Hashimi ) has mentioned that he was tall , full-bodied handsome,
whitish in complexion but tinged with red , and with a contracted
upper lip.235 He used to have the nickname of "Musa , shut your
mouth !" He was bom at al-Szrawin236 in the region of al-Rayy.237

Mention of His Children

He had nine children, seven sons and two daughters . Regarding the
sons, one of them was Ja'far, whom he was grooming for the role of
his successor in the caliphate, and (the others were) al-'Abbas,
'Abdallih, Ishaq, Ismail, Sulayman, and Musa b. Musa the blind

231. The celebrated historian of the Prophet 's maghdzi or raids , Muhammad b.
'Umar, died in 207 (823). See GAL, 12,141-2, S I, 207-8, GAS, I, 294-9; Ell S.V.
(j. Horovitz).

232. Noted Kufan historian and genealogist , died in 204 (819-20) or 206 (821-2).
See GAL, 12, 144-5, S I, 211-12 ; GAS, I, 268-71 ; Ell S.V. al-Kalbi (W. Atallah).

233. This gives the exact correspondence of the day and date, and seems the most
likely one.

234. Thus also in Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh , II, 491 ; the K. al-'Uyun, 289, places his death
at the age of 24 or 25 ; Khalifah, Ta'rikh, 11, 705, and Dinawari , 386, state that he died
in mid-Rabi I at age 24.

235. Tabari-Bal'ami, tr. IV, 455; Tha'alibi, Lalu if, 44, tr. 62, Abbott, 61.
236. See on this place Yiqut , Mu'jam, 11, 297) Schwarz, 799-800.
237. Ibn al-Athir, VI, 101; Abbott, ,o6 ff.; Moscati, Le califat d'al Hddi, 23.
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one, all of them born from originally slave mothers . The blind son,
Musa, was actually born after his father's death . Of the two daugh-
ters, one of them was Umm `Isa, who became the wife of al-
Ma'mun,238 and the other was Umm al-`Abbas bt. Musa, who had
the nickname of Nunah 239

Some of the Historical Events Involving Him
and Some Aspects of His Behavior

Ibrahim b. `Abd al-Salam,240 the son of al-Sindi 's brother, and
called Abu TUtah,241 has mentioned that al-Sindi b. Shahik242
transmitted the information to him, saying : I was with Musa in
jurjan. At that point, there came to him the messenger announc-
ing the death of al-Mahdi and his own succession to the caliphate.
So he set off for Baghdad, in company with Said b. Salm (b.
Qutaybah),2'3 using the relays of the band system, and sent me on
to Khurisan.24

Said b. Salm transmitted the information to me, saying: We
travelled along, with the pastoralists ' tents of Jurjan on one side,
and the gardens and orchards on the other . He related: He then
heard a noise from one of those gardens, made by a man who was
singing. So al-Hadi said to the commander of his guard , "Fetch
me that man immediately !" He related: I said, "0 Commander of
the Faithful, how similar is the episode of this wretch (literally,
"treacherous one") to the episode involving Sulayman b . `Abd al-
Malik!" Al-Nadi said, "How is that ?" He related : I said to him:
Sulayman b. 'Abd al-Malik was once in one of his pleasure gardens,
with the womenfolk of his household accompanying him, when

238. She was the mother of his two eldest sons , see Tiabari, III, 836.
239. Ibn al-Athir, loc. cit. Ibn Qutaybah, 381, simply says "his progeny was

numerous."
240. Ardwi of this name is mentioned in Igfahani , Aghdni, ed. Bulaq, IV, 82 = ed.

Cairo, IV, 219.
241. Literally, "the man affected by satyriasis."
242. Mawla of al-Mangar, who contrived to survive and to serve every Caliph up

to al-Amin and then Ibrihim b. al-Mahdi , see Crone, 194-5.
243. Brother of Ibrihim (see Tabari, III, 569, above, 39, n. 160 ) and like him a

boon-companion of al-Hidi (Tabari, III, 587, below, 68), later, he became governor
for Harlin of among other places al-Jazirah and Armenia (Tabari, III, 645 , 647). See
Crone, 137-8; Kennedy, 83.

244. See Tabari , III, 545 , 547 (above, 5, 8).
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he heard from another nearby garden the sound of a man singing.
He thereupon summoned the commander of his guard and in-
structed him, "Fetch me the man who is singing!" The man was
brought into his presence, and when he appeared before him, the
Caliph said to the man, "What impelled you to start singing, when
you are in close proximity to me and I have my ladies with me?
Have you not realized that when stud- mares hear the sound of a
stallion, they feel drawn towards him? 0 slave, emasculate this
man!" U5 So the man was emasculated . The next year, Sulayman
returned to the pleasure garden , and sat down in exactly the same
place as on the previous occasion . He thereupon remembered the
same man, and what he had done to him , and he said to the
commander of his guard, "Fetch me the man whom we caused to
be emasculated !" So he brought him into the Caliph's presence.
When he appeared before him, Sulayman said to him, "Either you
sold them (i.e., his testes ), and we will give you the full price; or
else you gave them freely, and we will reward you." He related: By
God, the man did not address him as Caliph, but spoke to him
thus: "0 Sulayman, I adjure God against you! You have cut off my
hopes of progeny, you have taken away all my honor and you have
deprived me of all pleasure , and yet now you say, 'Either you gave
them freely, and we will reward you, or else you sold them, and we
will give you the full price! ' Nay, by God, (never,) until I stand
before God (i.e., for judgment)!" He related: Musa then said, "0
slave, bring back the commander of the guard," so he brought him
back, and the Caliph instructed him, "Don't place any obstacles in
the man's way (i .e., let him go free)."

Abu Musa Harun b. Muhammad b. Ismail b. Musa al-Had1246
has mentioned that `Ali b. $alih transmitted the information to
him that one day, when he was still a boy, he was standing close to

[582] al-Hadi at a time when the latter had avoided247 the duty of hear-

245. Sulayman had the reputation later in Islamic lore of being a devotee of sex
and of being extremely jealous about his harem. See Tha alibi , Lata if, 117, tr. 96,
In al-Tigtaga, 114, tr. 123.

246. Le., the grandson of al-Hadi 's son Ismail, who married Hariin 's daughter
Fatimah (Tabari, III, 577-8, above, 55).

247. Following the reading here of jafd, preferred by the editor, who notes,
however (Addenda et emendanda, p. DCCLX) that there seems to be a lacuna here,
judging by the parallel passages in Bayhaqi 's Malnasin and Ibn al-Athir (see below,
62, n. 251).



The Events of the Year 170 611

ing petitions and complaints [maZdlim]248 for three entire days.
(Ibrahim b. Dhakwin) al-Harrani came into his presence and said
to him, "0 Commander of the Faithful, the mass of subjects will
not remain obedient to ybur rule if you persist in these habits; it is
three days since you last heard petitions and complaints." He
thereupon turned to me and said, "0 'Ali, let the people into my
presence bi-al-jafald and not bi-al-nagard." I rushed forth from his
presence in a headlong manner, but then I stopped short, and (I
realized that) I did not know what he had told me to do. I said to
myself, "If I refer back to the Commander of the Faithful for an
explanation, he will say to me, 'Do you claim to act as my door-
keeper when you don't understand what I have said?I " Then my
native wit returned, and I accordingly sent a message to a Bedouin
who had arrived in a visiting delegation and questioned him about
the words jafald and nagard He replied, "AI-jafald means jufdlah
(i.e., "group, body of people") and al-nagard is when he summons
only the elite among them."249 So I then gave orders for the cur-
tains (i.e., those veiling the Caliph from the masses of petitioners)
to be drawn aside and for the doors to be opened, and this was
done.25O The people entered en masse, and the Caliph remained
busy receiving their petitions and complaints till nightfall. Then
when the sessions broke up, I appeared before him and he said, "It
looks as if you wish to mention some matter, 0 'All!" I replied,
"Yes, 0 Commander of the Faithful, you spoke tome using expres-
sions which I had never heard before this very day, and I was afraid

148. Concerning this duty of meting out justice personally to the subjects, see
H. F. Amedroz, "The Maziilim jurisdiction in the Ahkam Sultaniyya of Mawardi,"
ERAS ( r9rrj, 635-74; R. Levy, The social structure of Islam, 348-51; E12 S.V.
Maialim (j. S. Neilsen).

249. The lexica give jafald, iufdlah, ajfala, etc., with the sense of "group, body of
people, invited en masse and without distinction of person," the root j.-f.-1 having
the general meaning, however, of "to disperse quickly, flee in disorder" (Lane,
Lexicon, 9-v.); perhaps the connection lies in the idea of a mass stampede. The root
n.-q.-r conveys such ideas as "pecking out, carving out, hollowing out, boring,
excavating" (Lane, s.v.). The word nagara used here obviously stems from the
eschatological concept of the Angel Isrifil blowing (nagara ( a horn Inagdrj to
summon the resurrected bodies for judgement (Qur'an, LXXIV, 8), summoning
them one by one.

250. On the curtains (astdr, sing. sitr] veiling the monarch from the public, see
E. Tyan, Institutions du droit public musulman . I. Le califat, 498-501 ; Sourdel,
"Questions de c6r6monial 'abbaside," 132.
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to refer back to you lest you say, 'Do you claim to act as my
doorkeeper when you don't understand what I have said?' Hence, I
sent a message to a Bedouin who was here with us, and he eluci-
dated the expressions for me . So reward him suitably on my behalf,
0 Commander of the Faithful !" He said, "Certainly ; one hundred
thousand dirhams will be conveyed to him ." I protested to him, "0
Commander of the Faithful , he is only a rough Bedouin , and ten
thousand dirhams would satisfy him and be adequate recompense
for him." He replied, "Shame upon you, 0 'Ali, I am being gen-
erous and you are behaving like a miser! 11251

He related: 'Ali b. $alib also transmitted the information to me,
saying : Al-Hadi rode off one day with the intention of visiting his
mother al-Khayzuran because of some illness from which she had
suffered. ButUmar b. Bazi' planted himself in his path and said to
him, "0 Comman der of the Faithful, let me point out to you a
course of action which will be more advantageous to you (i.e., in
the sight of God) than this present one." He enquired, "What is
that, 0 `Umar?" 'Umar replied, "Looking into petitions and com-
plaints-you haven't attended to them since three (nights) ago
now." He related: The Caliph thereupon made a sign to his well-
trained she-camel that he wished to turn aside to the building
where petitions and complaints were heard . Then he sent a mes-
sage to al-Khayzuran by the hand of one of his eunuchs conveying
his excuses to her for his neglect in not visiting her, saying (to
him), "Tell her that 'Umar b . Bazi has informed us about duties
owed towards God which are more pressing upon us than duty
towards you, so we have inclined to his words . We shall , however,
visit you tomorrow morning, if God wills.."252

It has been mentioned from 'Abdallah b . Malik (al-Khuza'i)
that he related: I used to hold the office of commander of the
police guard [shurlah [ under al-Mahdi . Al-Mahdi would send for
al-Hadi 's boon-companions and singers and order me to have them
beaten. Al-Hadi , in turn, would beg me to treat them with gentle-
ness and consideration , but I would pay no heed to that and would
just go on carrying out al-Mahdi 's orders to me. He related: When

251. Bayhaqi, Mabasin, ed. Schwally, 206-7 = ed. Ibrahim, I, 311-13; Ibn al-
Athir, VI, for-2. ,

252. Ibn al-Athir, VI, 1o2; Abbott, 84.
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al-Hidi succeeded to the caliphate , felt certain that I was going to
perish . He sent for me one day. I entered into his presence, with my
shroud wrapped around me and ha 'ng anointed myself with the
spices and aromatic substances use to prepare corpses for burial,
and behold, he was seated there on a stool Ikursi] with the
executioner's sword and leather at before him . I greeted him
with the taslfm salutation, but he replied, "May God not grant
peace to the one regarded as an o toast! Do you recall the day
when I sent to you concerning the matter of al-IIarrani, and the
beating and imprisonment which a Commander of the Faithful
had ordered for him, yet you would, not respond to me; and like-
wise, the matters of so -and-so and so-and-so"-and he began to
enumerate the names of his boon - mpanions-"yet you paid no
attention to my words nor to my o ers!"

I responded, "True, 0 Command r of the Faithful, but will you
now allow me to provide a complet e justification ?" He said, "Yes."
I began, "I adjure you by God , 0 Co ander of the Faithful, would
you yourself be pleased if you had ippointed me to the office to
which your father appointed me, d you commanded me to do a
certain thing, and then one of your sons sent a message to me
ordering me to do something whi h was completely counter to
your original command, and I th n carried out his orders but
disobeyed yours? " He admitted, "N ." I then replied, "That is how
I stand in relationship to you at pr sent, and how I stood in rela-
tionship to your father in the past .' He thereupon made me draw
near, and I kissed his hands . He ordered robes of honor (to be
brought ), and largesse was bestowe on me. Then he said , "I have
reappointed you to your old office, s go forth as one established in
the right course." I departed from is presence and proceeded to
my residence, reflecting about my sition and his attitude, and I
said to myself, "(He is ) a young an who drinks wine, and the
group of persons regarding whom I disobeyed him (during the
previous reign ) are now his boon-c mpanions, viziers, and secre-
taries . I can visualize myself in reg d to them, when the effects of

15841

253. For the kursi, originally an Iranian icle of furniture, see Sourdel, "Ques-
tions de cdrEmoniale 'abbaside," 131, J. S dan, l e mobilier au Proche Orient
mLdldval, 92-4, 123 if, EP s.v. (Huart and dank. Here the implication is that it
was exceptional for al-Hadi to sit himself is.
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wine take control of them and they will have countermanded his
decision about me and will have impelled him to act concerning
me in a way which I would hate and fear (i.e., they would bring
about his destruction) .11

He related : I was sitting there , round about that time , with one of
my small daughters before me and with a brazier in front of me and
some thin cakes of bread which I was dividing up with some spicy
vinegar relish (kamakhJ254 and then toasting on the fire and feed-
ing to the child, when suddenly there was a great noise, till I
imagined that the whole world had been torn up by its roots and
shaken with the beating of hoofs and the immense clamor. I said to
myself, "By God, this is what I thought would happen, and what I
feared of the Caliph 's vengeance (or: of God's decree, min amrihi)
has now caught up with me ." Then the door was thrown open, the
eunuch attendants burst in , and there was the Commander of the
Faithful, al-Hadi, mounted on an ass in their midst. When I saw
him, I jumped up from my seat , hastening (towards him), and
kissed his hand, his foot, and the hoof of his ass. Then he said to
me, "O `Abdallah, I have been thinking about your affair, and I said
to myself, 'It may readily come into your mind that, when I have
been drinking wine, surrounded by your enemies, they might
controvert the favorable attitude which I now have towards you.'
This could have perturbed you and given you cause for alarm.
Hence, I have come to your house in order to put you at ease and to
let you realize that all rancor towards you has been dispelled from
my mind . So come and bring me to eat something of what you
yourself were eating, and carry on preparing the food which you
were preparing, so that you may know that, through eating your
food, I have entered into a relationship which prevents me from
harming you and have become completely at home in your house;
thus your fear and apprehension will vanish away ." I brought before
him the thin cakes of bread and the bow1255 containing the spicy

254. From Persian kdmah , older form kdmak, "sour and piquant hors d'oeuvres,"
various types of kawdmikh being described by Mas 'udi, Muruj, VIII, 392-4 = ed.
Pellet, § 3554. Also, the Ayyubid period cookery book , the K. al-Wu$lah ild al-
laabib, defines kdmakh baghdddi as a kind of concoction for seasoning with gourds
and yoghourt. See M. Rodinson, "Recherches sur lea documents arabes relatifs i la
cuisine," REI (11949), 1142) Ahsan, 106-7.

255. Sukurrajab, presumably the sukrujah of Dory, Supplement , I, 668b.
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vinegar relish, and he ate some of it. Then he said, 'Bring in the
gifts which I have bestowed on 'Abdallah from my own court ses-
sion," and four hundred mules loaded with dirhams were brought
in to me . He said, 'This is a gift for you, so use it for your own
personal affairs, and keep these mules for me in your care , for I may
need them one day for some journey or other of mine ." Then he
said, "May God protect you with goodness!" and he went away
homewards 256

Musa b. 'Abdallah has mentioned that his father gave him the
garden which he had in the midst of his residence, and he then
built around it stables for those mules . He used to supervise them
personally and look after their welfare as long as al-Hadi remained
alive.

Musa b . 'Abdallah b. Ya'qub b . Dawud b. Tahman al-Sulamir
has mentioned that his father related to him, saying : 'Ali b. 'Isa b.
Mahan used to get angry when the Caliph got angry and show
himself pleased when the Caliph was pleased . My father (sc. Ya'-
qub b. Dawud ) used to say: I don't feel towards any Arab or non-
Arab the way I feel towards `Ali b. 'Isa, for he came in one day tome
in prison with a whip in his hand and said, "The Commander of
the Faithful Musa al -Hadi has ordered me to beat you with a
hundred lashes." He related : He stepped forward , and laid it on my
arms and shoulders, striking me with it until he had counted out a
hundred strokes, and then he left . He (i.e., the Caliph) said to him
(i.e., 'Ali b . `Isa b . Mahan), "What did you do with the fellow?" He
replied, "I dealt with him according to your command." He said,
"And how is he now?" He replied, "He is dead ." The Caliph ex-
claimed, "Indeed we belong to God and to Him we shall return!
Woe upon you ! By God, you have brought me into disgrace in the
eyes of the people! This was a righteous man! The people will say,
'He has killed Ya 'qub b . Dawud ! I " He related: When 'Ali b. 'Isa
saw how violently the Caliph was grieved, he informed him, "He

256. Bayhagi, Mabdsin, ed. Schwally, i8g-go = ed. Ibrahim, I, 286-8j Ibn al-
Atbir, VI, 102-3; Ibn al-Tigtaqi, r7r-2, U. r85-6.

257. Rdwi mentioned several times by Tabari for events in al-Mahdi 's reign, and
despite the similarity in names and nisbah, his grandfather is not apparently to be
confused with al-Mahdis chief minister Ya'giib b. Diwiid b. 'Umar b. 'Uthmin al-
Sulam!, on whom see 'f abari, 1, 688 (below, 230, n. 8ool, and Mas'nd-i, Murdl, ed.
Pellat, Index, VII, 775-6.

15851
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is in fact alive, 0 Commander of the Faithful, he didn't die!". The
Caliph exclaimed, "God be praised for that! "mss

He related : Al-Hadi had appointed as his doorkeeper [bajib]
after al-Rab!`159 the latter 's son al-Fad . He said to al-Fa41, "Don't
keep back the people from access to me , for that will deprive me of
the aura of divine blessing, and don 't bring before my attention
any matter which, when I have investigated it, turns out to be of no
consequence, for that depreciates royal power and is harmful to
the subjects."

Musa b. 'Abdallah (b. Malik) related: A man was brought before
Musa (al-Had!), and the latter began to reproach him for his crimes
and to threaten him. The man replied to him, "0 Commander of
the Faithful, my excusing myself from what you are reproaching
me with would be contradicting you, whilst my acknowledging its
truth would be imputing to myself a crime. I would rather say to
you,

'If you have been hoping to merit divine mercy by inflicting pun-
ishment,
then do not hold yourself back from the recompense earned by
an act of pardoning."

He related : The Caliph ordered the man to be set at liberty.21
15861 `Umar b. Shabbah262 has mentioned that Said b . Salm was once

with Musa al-Had!. A delegation from the Byzantines came into
his presence , and Said b . Salm was at that moment wearing a cap
[galansuwah I; he had become bald even though he was still only
young . Musa said to him , "Take off your cap, so that you give an
appearance of wisdom and seniority [ tatashayakhu I through your
bald head! "M

258. Ibn al-Athir, VI, 103-4.
259. Who had died around this time , conceivably poisoned by al-Had! , seeTabarl,

m, 597-8 (below, 85-86).
26o. Cf. Bayhaqi, Mahasin, ed. Schwally, 173 = ed . Ibrahim, I, 262-3.
261. Jahshiyari, 127-8 (according to whom the man was one of his secretaries);

Mas'udi, Murnj, VI, 283 = ed. Pellat, § 2487, Azd!, 260-1; Ibn al-Abbir, Ttab al-
kuttab, 75.

262. Baran reciter of historical traditions , died in 264 (8771, author of several
works known only fragmentarily and of a history of al-Madinah recently edited by
Habib Muhammad Abmad, Ta'rikh al -Madinah al-munawwarah, Jeddah 1393/
1973, 4 vols.; see GAS, 1, 345-6.

263. Azdi, 269.
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Yal}ya b . al-I;iasan b. 'Abd al-Khaliq has mentioned that his
father transmitted to him the information , saying: I set off for
Isibidh, intending to visit al-Facll b. al-Rabi ', and I encountered
the Commander of the Faithful, Musa, but I did not recognize him.
For lo, he was wearing a thin shift ,264 mounted on a horse and with
a bamboo spear shaft in his hand . Every person he met, he thrust at
with this shaft 265 He said to me, "0 son of a whore!" He related: I
perceived a man, with the stature of an idol-1 had actually seen
him previously in Syria-whose thighs were like the thighs of a
camel . I clapped my hand to the hilt of my sword , but a man then
said to me, "Woe upon you, (this is ) the Commander of the Faith-
ful!" At that, I spurred on my riding beast-which happened to be
a horse of Persian breed ,266 which al-Fall b . al-Rabi' had presented
to me, he having purchased it earlier for four thousand dirhams-
and went into the residence of Muhammad b. al-Qasim , the com-
mander of the Caliph's personal bodyguard . The Caliph halted at
the gate, with the bamboo shaft in his hand, and exclaimed, "Get
away, you son of a whore! " I nevertheless refused to budge, and he
passed by and proceeded on his way. I told al -Fall, "I saw the
Commander of the Faithful and so -and-so took place ." He replied,
"In my judgement, your only hope of salvation lies in your making
for Baghdad . When I myself go there to perform the Friday worship,
meet me then ." He related : I never set foot in 'Isabadh again until
al-Hidi perished.

Al-Haytham b. 'Urwah al -Ansari has mentioned that al-Husayn
b. Mu'adh b . Muslim,267 who was the foster-brother of Masi al-
Hidi, related : I used to spend a lot of time with Musa , with just the
two of us present, and I never felt in my mind any feeling of
apprehension from his high status when we were alone together
because he always used to put me at my ease. On occasion (or:
often268 ), he wrestled with me and I would throw him on the

264. Ghildlahj see for this garment, Tabari, 11, 753 (below, 320, and n . 1070).
265. Cf . Moscati, Le califat dal-Hddi, 26.
266. For shihri (? shahri) "Persian or Kurdish horse," p1. shahdri, see BGA, IV,

Indices , glossarium at addenda et emendanda ad Part. 1-111, 277-8: < 0 Ir.
khshathriya- "royal" j cf. Jabi , Risdlah ft managib al-Atrdk wa-'dmmat fund al-
khildfah, in Maimd'at rasd 'il, Cairo 1323 ( 1905-6), ix: al-khuyil al-shihriyyah.

267. Son of a Khurasanian mawla and brother of Mu 'adh, who later served as
deputy governor of Khurasan and governor of Syria. See Tabari , 111, 7111 Crone, 184.

268. Inserting the word rubbama as in the Cairo text , VIII, 218.
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ground, without any fear of him , and would pound the ground with
him. But when he assumed the mantle of the caliphate, and then
took his place on the seat from which commands and prohibitions
are given out, I stood by his head ; and by God, I could hardly
contain myself from terror and fear of him!

Yalya b. al-Hasan b . 'Abd al-Khaliq has mentioned that Muham-
mad b. Said b . 'Umar b . Mih ran269 transmitted the information to
him from his father, who had it from his grandfather, who said:
The highest rank at al-Ridi 's court was held by Ibrahim b . Salm b.
Qutaybah . One of Ibrahim's sons called Salm died , and Musa al-
Hidi came to him on a visit of condolence for the son's death
mounted on a greyish -white ass-no one coming to visit him (i.e.,
al-Hid! ) was ever prevented and no one giving a greeting was sent
back-until he dismounted in his (i.e., Ibrahum 's portico . Then he
said, "0 Ibrahim, (one's child ) brings you joy, even when he is
hostile and a source of dissension, and brings you grief, even when
he is a source of blessing and mercy! " Ibrahim replied, "0 Com-
mander of the Faithful, every part of me that formerly contained
grief has now become filled with consolation ." He related: When
Ibrahim died, the highest rank (at court ) passed to (his brother)
Said b. Salm after him.270

`Umar b. Shabbah has mentioned that `Ali b. al-Husayn b. `Ali b.
al-Husayn b . `Ali b. Abi Talib271 used to be called al -Jazari.272 He
married Ruqayyah bt. 'Amr al-`Uthminiyyah , who had previously
been the wife of al -Mahdi.273 The news of this reached Musa al-
Hadi in the opening days of his caliphate, and he sent a messenger
to him, accusing him of acting imprudently. He said (in the mes-
sage), "Was it impossible for you to find , among all other women,
any wife except one who had been the Commander of the Faith-
ful's wife? " He replied, "The only women whom God has declared

269. Presumably the grandson of the 'Umar b . Mihrin, secretary to al-Khayzuran,
who restored order in Egypt in 176 (792-3); see Tabari, III, 626-8 (below, 134-37).

270. Azdi, 270; In a1-Athir, VI, 1o4; In al-Tiglaga, 172, tr. 186-7.
271. I.e., the grandson of the Fourth Imam 'Ali Zayn al-'Abidin and first cousin of

Ja'far al-$adiq.
272. This is normally the nisbah from al-Jazirah, i.e., northern Iraq and north-

eastern Syria ; see Sam 'anl, K. al-Ansdb, III, 269-71.
273. Al-Mahdi had married her during his Pilgrimage visit to al-Mad -mah in 160

(777(• See Tabari, III, 483 ; Abbott, 39.
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forbidden for His creatures are the wives of my own forefather (i.e.,
of the Prophet); as for the rest, there is no prohibition whatsoever."
The Caliph thereupon lashed him round the head with a staff
which he happened to have in his hand, and ordered him to be
given five hundred lashes of the whip; he was accordingly beaten
thus. The Caliph wanted him to divorce her, but he refused.274 He
was then borne away from the Caliph's presence in an execu-
tioner's leather mat and hurled down away at one side. He had a
very choice seal ring on his hand; one of the eunuchs saw it, at the
time when `Ali had lost consciousness from the flogging, and the
eunuch bent over (`Ali) to the ring (i.e., in order to steal it from
him). But 'Ali clutched at the eunuch's hand and struck it, so that
the eunuch cried out. Musa flared up in anger and exclaimed, "He
does this to my eunuch, in addition to his slighting my father and
his (insolent ) words to me !" He sent a message to him, "What [5881
impelled you to do that?" He replied, "Speak with the eunuch, and
inquire of him, and order him to place his hand on your head, and
he will of certainty tell you the truth." Musa did that, and the
eunuch told him the true story. He exclaimed, "By God, he acted
correctly! I myself testify that he is truly a paternal cousin of
mine! If he had not acted thus, I would have disowned him!" Then
he ordered him to be set free.275

Abu Ibrahim al-Mu'adhdhin has mentioned that al-Hadi used to
leap up on to his mount wearing two coats of mail , and al-Mahdi
used to call him "My dear son!" (literally, "my sweet-smelling
herb," ray$dnati-276).

Muhammad b. Ala' b. Muqaddam al-Wasip has mentioned that
his father transmitted the information to him that al-Mahdi said
to Musa one day-at a time when a dualist infidel [zindfgl had just
been brought before him, and he had asked the dualist to repent of
his error, but the latter had refused, so the Caliph had had him
decapitated and had ordered his corpse to be gibbeted-"O my

274. Abbott, 98.
275. Bayhagi, Mal;dsin, ed. Schwally, 5x5-16 = ed. Ibrahim, II, 256-7, Ibn al-

Athir, VI, ro4.
276. From the tradition of the Prophet that he called al-Hasan and al-Husayn

ravidnatayya "my two sweet-smelling herbs"j see Ma;d al-Din Ibn al-Athir, Ni-
hdyah, II, 288.
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dear son, if this royal authority passes to you, turn your whole
attention vigorously to this gang ['igabah)"-he meant the ad-
herents of Mani- "for they are a sect who summon men to what
are superficially fine doctrines , such as the avoidance of immoral
deeds, abstinence from the affairs of the material world, and con-
duct aimed at achieving a place in the hereafter. Then they lead
men on to the prohibiting of all meat, the use of purified water
only (i .e., for ritual ablutions) , and the avoidance of killing any
crawling insects or reptiles , as measures for avoiding all sinfulness
and criminal behavior. Then from this stage, they lead men on to
the worship of two principles , one of them light and the other
darkness . After this, they declare lawful sexual relations with
sisters and daughters, washing oneself in urine and stealing in-
fants from the streets in order to save them from the erroneous
path of darkness for the rightly guided way of light . So erect
gibbets for this sect , unsheathe the sword among them, and by
dealing with them thus draw yourself near to God , He has no
partner ! For indeed, I saw in a dream your ancestor al -`Abbas
investing me with two swords27 and commanding me to kill the
dualists ." He related : Musa said, ten months of his reign having
elapsed, "Ho, by God, if I live, I shall certainly exterminate this
sect in its entirety, to the point that I won 't leave a single eye
whose gaze can range forth !" It is-said that he ordered one thou-
sand palm-tree trunks to be erected for him to use (i.e., by gibbet-
ing the dualists). He pronounced these words in such-and-such a
month, and died two months later.278

Ayyub b. `Inibah279 has mentioned that Musa b. $ilib b.

277. The two swords in this dream are symbolic, but it was an ancient Arabian
practice for warriors to bear two swords, and girding them on was adopted as part of
the investiture ceremony for high officials under the 'Abbisids, whence the honor-
ific Dhu al-Sayfayn. See I . Goldziher, "Zwei Schwerter," Isl. XII ( 119221, 1198-9 = Ge-
sammelte Schriften, V, 469-70.

278. Ibn al-Athir, VI, 1104-5t Vajda, "Les zindiqs en pays d 'Islam," 59o- I, citing
valuable parallels to this description of allegedly Manichaean doctrines and prac-
tices, but noting that certain accusations , such as those of incest and immorality
(cf. Tabari, III, 5511-2, above), are commonly launched at religious dissidents who
have to pursue a clandestine existence , and that other accusations, such as that of
washing in urine, reflect rather Zoroastrian practice ; Farouk Omar, in Abbdsiyydt,
92-3.

279. Mentioned as a rdwi in Igfahani, Aghdni, ed. Bulaq, VII, 1109 = ed. Cairo,
VIII, 1152.
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Shaykh280 transmitted the information to him that Isa b. Da'b
was the most knowledgeable person of the Hlljazis about polite
learning (adab] and the one with the sweetest speech. He had
secured a place in al-Hadi's favor which no one else enjoyed in the
Caliph's eyes. The Caliph used to summon for him a cushion or
backrest on which he could prop himself,281 a privilege which he
never extended to anyone else in his court circle, and he used to
say, "I have never deemed a single day or night with you to be too
long, nor have you ever been absent from my sight without my
wishing that I might see no one but you." Isa was amusing com-
pany to joke with, a pleasant companion for nocturnal storytelling
sessions, full of remarkable stories, excellent at poetry and adept
at citing verses appositely.282

He related: Hence, on a certain night, the Caliph ordered him to
be given thirty thousand dinars. When Ibn Da'b arose next morn-
ing, he sent his steward to Muse's gate, and he said to the steward,
"Make contact with the chamberlain, and tell him to forward this
sum of money to us." The steward accordingly made contact with
the chamberlain and conveyed to him Ibn Da'b's message. But the
chamberlain smiled and said, "This is not within my sphere of
responsibility; go off and find the man who will countersign (the
order) I$dlub al-tawgi'], so that he may issue for Ibn Da'b a letter
of authorization to the Diwan (i.e., the exchequer). You can then
make the necessary arrangements for it here , and subsequently
proceed concerning it in such-and-such a manner." So he went
back to Ibn Da'b and told him the story. Ibn Da'b said, "Drop the
whole affair; don't devote any more effort to it and don't make any
more inquiries about it."

He related: Now whilst Musa was up on a belvedere (mus-
tashraf] of his in Baghdad, he suddenly noticed that Ibn Dab
had drawn near, unaccompanied except by a solitary slave boy. So
he said to Ibrahim al-Harrani, "just look at Ibn Dab! He hasn't
changed a single feature of his usual mode of life, nor has he
spruced himself up for us, even though we showed our bountiful-

a8o. Rdwi who is later mentioned by Tabari, III, 11641 , as taking pan in the events
around the abdication of the Caliph al-Musts in in 251 (866).

abr. Muttaka ', for which see Sedan, 113-14.
282. Bayhagi, Mahasin , ed. Schwally, zo7 = ed. Ibrahim, I, 3113 ; Mas'udi, Murnj,

VI, 263-4 = ed. Pellet, § 247!.
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ness to him yesterday in order that our marks of favor might be
visible upon him." Ibrahim said to him , "If the Commander of
the Faithful commanded (a similar favor ) for me, I would dis-
play something of that to him." The Caliph commented, "No, he
knows his own business best." Ibn Da'b entered and started to
engage in conversation with the Caliph until Musa raised with
him the topic of some aspects of his present condition , saying to
him, "I see that your robe is much washed , and this is winter
weather; a new and soft robe is required for it." In Da'b replied, "O
Commander of the Faithful, my means are too exiguous for me to
satisfy my needs." The Caliph said, "How can this be, when we
have just allocated to you as much of our largesse as we thought
would provide fittingly for your status?" He responded, "It hasn't
reached me (yet) and I haven 't got my hands on it !" So the Caliph
sent for the official in charge of the Privy Exchequer [$abib bayt
mal a]-kha$yah ) and told him, "Rush thirty thousand dinars to
him this very instant !" The sum was brought in , and was trans-
ported (to his house ) in front of his gaze.

'Ali b. Mubammad284 has mentioned that his father transmitted
the information to him from 'All b . Yaq in, saying : One night, I
was with Musa, in the company of a group of his companions,
when suddenly there came to him a eunuch who whispered some-
thing in his ear secretly. Thereupon, the Caliph sprang up with
alacrity, saying, "Don't disperse," and went off. He was away for a
considerable time, but then came back , breathing heavily. He
hurled himself down on his couch, still breathing heavily for a
while until he became calm again . He had with him a eunuch
carrying a dish covered over with a napkin . The eunuch stood
before him and then came forward trembling . We were amazed at
all this. Then the Caliph sat up and said to the eunuch , "Set down
what you are carrying," so he put down the dish. He said to the
eunuch, "Take off the napkin," so he did this, and behold, the dish

283. Bayhaqi, Mabdsin , ed. Schwally, 207-8 = ed. Ibrahim, 323-r4; Ibn al-Athir,
VI, 205-6. For further anecdotes of Ibn Da'b and al-Hadi, see Mas'udi, Mural, VI,
264-5 , 270-7 - ed. Pellet, §§ 2472, 2478.

284. I.e., 'Ali b. Mu}ammad b. 'Abdallah b. Abi Sayf al-Mada 'ini, historian who
was among Tabari's most important sources ; he probably died in 228 (843). See
GAL, S I, 214-15; GAS, I, 324-15) E12 s.v (U. Sezgin).
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held the heads of two slave girls, with more beautiful faces and
hair, by God, than I had ever seen 'before; there were jewels on their
heads, arranged in the hair, and a sweet perfume was diffused (from
them ). We found this a horrific sight . The Caliph said, 'Do you
know what these two were up to?" We replied in the negative. He
said, "We received information that they were in love with each
other, and had got together for an immoral purpose. So I set this
eunuch to watch over them and to report to me what they were
doing. In due course, he came to me and informed me that they
had got together, so I went along and found them under a single
coverlet committing an immoral act. I thereupon killed them."
After saying this , he told the slave to take the two heads away. He
related: The Caliph then resumed his former conversation as if he
had done nothing unusual in the meantime.285

Abu al-'Abbas b. Abi Malik al-Yamami has mentioned that
'Abdallah b. MuJiammad al-Bawwab related : I used to act as al-
HadI's doorkeeper and chamberlain, deputizing for al-Fall b. al-
Rabi`. He related : One day, the Caliph was holding a court session
when I was in his palace . He had just eaten his midday meal, and
had called for some date wine [nabidh[ . Previous to that, he had
gone into his mother al-Khayzuran 's presence and she had asked
him to appoint his maternal uncle al -Ghiirif286 as governor of the
Yemen; he had replied, "Remind me about it before I get involved
in the wine-drinking session." He related : When the Caliph had
determined on his drinking session , al-Khayzuran sent to him
either Munirah or Zahrah (i.e., one of her slave attendants ) in order
to remind him. The Caliph said, "Go back and tell her, 'Choose for
him (i.e., for Ghilrif) either the divorcing (i.e., by myself) of his
daughter 'Ubaydah or else the governorship of the Yemen!"' How-
ever, the slave girl only understood his words "Choose for him!"

• 285. See on this episode of lesbianism-which must have been rife in the en-
closed life of the harem-Abbott, 98-9. On lesbian sexual activity (sabq. si)adq) in
early 'Abbasid society, see Salib al-Din al-Munajjid , al-Uaydt al-jinsiyyah Ind
al-'Arabs, 89-91, and E . Wagner, Abu Nuwds, sine Studie zur arabiscben Literatur
derfriuben'Abbdsidenzeit, r79-8o.

i86. See Ya 'qubi, Ta'rfkh, II, 481 . Al-Ghitrif b. 'Afa' was the brother of al-Hidi's
mother al-Khayzurin, and also his father-in-law; he rose from slave origins to this
governorship and then to that of Khurasin . See Ell Suppl . s.v. (Bosworth), and for
this particular episode, Abbott, 88-9, and Moscati , Is califat dal-Hddi, 26.
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and she went on her way. Al-Khayzurin said, "I have already
chosen for him the governorship of the Yemen ." Al-Hadi there-
upon divorced al-Ghitrif 's daughter `Ubaydah . The Caliph heard
the clamor (i.e., arising from the women 's quarters), and said (to al-
Khayzuran ), "What's the matter with you all? " A1-Khayzuran then
told him what had happened . He retorted, "You yourself made the
choice for him," but she protested , "The message from you wasn't
conveyed to me in those terms ." He related: The Caliph ordered
$alih, the $dllib a1-mu$alld, to stand with his sword over his boon-
companions, with the instructions that they were to divorce their
wives. The eunuchs came out to me with these instructions, and
also to inform me that I was not to allow anyone in.287

He related : There was standing at the door a man muffled up in
his Iaylasdn,288 shifting his weight from one foot to the other. At
that point, there occurred to me two verses of poet ry, and I recited
them, those verses being:

0 my two friends of the tribe of Sa`d, halt and greet
Maryam-may God not make Maryam distant!

And say to her, "Have you really resolved on this separation,
and is there any act of favor after this which might be known
[fa-yu`lamd]?

He related : The man muffled up in his Iaylasdn then said to me,
"(The correct word is) fa-na`lamd ("Which we might know")!" I
replied, "What is the difference between yu`lamd and na`lamd?"
He said, "Poetry is rendered excellent by its meaning, and it may
be spoilt by its meaning ; (in this instance ), we don't want people in
general to know our secret thoughts ."289 I said to him, "I have
a better knowledge of this poetry than you ." He said, "Who is
the author of the poetry ?" I replied, "Al-Aswad b. `Umarah al-

287. IyfahanI, Aghdni, ed. Bulaq, XIII, 13 = ed. Cairo, MV, 171-2.
288. I.e., the hood or scarf-like garment which went over the head and shoulders,

often considered to be in origin a Persian garment . See Dozy, Dictionnaire ddtailld
des noms de vdtements chez les amber, 278-90; D. A. Agius, Arabic literary
works as a source of documentation for technical terms of the material culture,
218-20.

289. I .e., the specific, more restrictive first person plural active verb gives a better
meaning in the context of the two verses than the vague , general third person
singular passive verb.



The Events of the Year 170 75

Nawfali."290 He then informed me, "I am he ." I went up to him
closely and related to him the story of Musa , and gave my apolo-
gies to him for my repeated questioning and arguing with him. He
related: He turned away his mount and observed, "The best plan is
to quit this residence! "291

Mu^'ab (b.'Abdallah) al-Zubayri292 related that Abu al -Mu afa293
said : I recited to al-'Abbas b. Mu1 ammad294 a eulogy on Musa and
Hun,

0 Khayzuran, may greeting on greeting be upon you!
Your two sons will surely rule over the people! 295

He related : He told me, "I am giving you sound advice ; al-Yamani
has said, 'Don't mention my mother either with good or ill!' "296

Abmad b. $alib b. Abi Fanan (?(297 has mentioned that Yiisuf
al-$aygal, the poet of Wasil,298 transmitted the information to
him, saying : We were with al-Hadi in Jurjan before he succeeded to
the caliphate and entered Baghdad . He went up on to a fine belve-
dere which he had, and someone299 sang this verse of poetry,

290. Poet who was at one point of his career head of the state treasury in al-
Madinah . See Igfahini , Aghani, ed. B01iq , XIII, 12-14 = ed. Cairo, X1V, 169-73.

291. Ibid., ed. BU11q, XIII, 13-14 = ed. Cairo, XIV, 172.
292. Descendant of the Successor Mus'ab b. al-Zubayr and author of the genea-

logical work al-lamharah finasab Quraysh, died in 233 (848) or 236 (851!. See GAL,
SI,212 ;GAS, I,271-2.

293. I.e., Abu al-Mu'afa Ya'qub b. Ismail al-Muzani , poet of Syria and Iraq. See
I$fahani, Aghani, ed. BUIaq, IV, 1122 = ed. Cairo, IV, 415-16; Marzubani, Mu'jam al-
shu'ara ', 4961 GAS, II, 479.

294. Presumably, the senior'Abbisid prince, see Tabari, 111, 547 (above, 7).
295. Mas'udi, Murdi, VI, 269 - ed . Pellat, § 2476, Azdi, 257; Munierah al-

Rasheed, The AN llatah family of poets , 149, no. 130; Abbott, 53. In Tha'alibi,
Lala if, 81, tr. 81, the verse is attributed to Ibn Abi Hafgah, presumably Abu Sim;
Marwan b. Sulaymin ( 105-82 1 723-971 ) of the famous poetic family ; see GAL, P,
73,SI, 112-13 , and GAS, II, 447-8.

296. I .e., such a reference would be impolite and a personal intrusion. The
reference to "al-Yamani" is obscure ; Marzubani, 515, mentions a poet named Abu
al-Humaysi ' al-Yamini.

297.108111W, Aghdni, ed. Buliq, XX, 93 = ed. Cairo, XXIII, 217, has Ahmad b.
$alih al-Hiahami for this name.

298. I .e., Ynsuf b. &I-Hajjij al-$aygal al-Thagafi , nicknamed al-Laqwah "having a
contorted face," poet and secretary from al -ICUfah of the period of al-Hidi and al-
Rashid, and companion of Abu Nuwis . See I$fahini, Aghdni, ed. Buliq, XX, 93-6 =
ed. Cairo, XXIII, 217-23; Ibn al-Abbir, 96-7, with the nisbah of "al-KUfi"; GAS, II,
615.

299. In I$fahini, Aghdnf, loc. cit., the singer is Ibrahim al-Mawgili.
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And their men have hoisted over their shoulders
their Rudayni spears ,301 getting ready for action.

He said, "How does this poem go?" So they recited (the whole of it)
to him . He went on, "I would have preferred this singing to be of a
more tender and delicate poem than this ; go along to Yasuf al-
$aygal and get him to recite (some much more suitable poetry)."
He related : So they came tome and told me the story. I accordingly
recited,

Do not blame me for showing grief,
(for) my lord has become distant and inaccessible (to med.

Alas for my sorrow, if the former relations
between us have been severed!

Indeed, Masi, through his generosity,
has gathered together within himself all generosity.

He related : He looked up, and behold, there was a camel before
him. Al-Hidi said, "Load up this beast with dirhams and dinirs
and convey that load of money to him." He related: They then
brought to me the loaded camel.=

Mulammad b. Sa`d3W has mentioned that Abu Zuhayr trans-
mitted the information to him , saying : Ibn Da'b was the most
highly favored of men in al-Hidi's eyes. One day, al-Fatll b. al-Rabi`
sallied forth and announced, "The Commander of the Faithful
orders everyone waiting at his gate to go away, but as for you, 0 Ibn
Da'b, please enter!" Ibn Da 'b related : I went into the Caliph's
presence and found him sprawled out on his couch, and his eyes
were bloodshot and red from sleeplessness and from the wine
which he had drunk the previous night. He said to me, "Recount to
me a story about wine drinking." I replied, "Certainly, 0 Com-
mander of the Faithful. A group of men from the tribe of Kini-

300. There are significant variants for this hemistich in Ms . C and in Igfahini,
Aghdni, ed. Bnliq, XX, 93 = ed. Cairo, XXIII, ail.

301. I .e., with well-straightened shafts, allegedly from a woman called Rudaynah
who was expert at straightening these, see Lisdn al-Arab I, XVII, 37.

302. Igfahini, Agbdni, ed. Buliq, XX, 93-4 = ed. Cairo, XXIII, 217.
303. The great traditionist, historian, and biographer of the generations of early

Muslims, died in 230 (845). See GAL, 12,142-3, S I, 208 ; GAS, I, 300-11, E12 s.v. Ibn
Sa'd (Fuck).
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nah3O4 went forth in search of wine from Syria.305 The brother of
one of them died, so they all sat round his grave, drinking wine,
and one of them recited,

Do not be niggardly in giving to the screech -owls its required
drink;
give the dead man wine to drink , even though he has been laid
in his tomb.

Give to drink limbs , skulls and contents of the skull
in the manner of a wind which dispels the morning clouds and
as one setting out in the morning.

He was a noble one, and he came to his death among those who
died;
every spring and branch is shattered.307

He related : The Caliph sent for an inkstand and wrote the verses
down, and then he instructed al-Harrani (to issue to In Da 'b) forty
thousand dirhams, saying that ten thousand were for himself and
thirty thousand were for the three verses of poetry He related: I
went to al-Harrani, and he said, "Come to an arrangement with us
over ten thousand dirhams, with the stipulation that you swear to
us never to mention it to the Commander of the Faithful ." I duly
swore that I would never mention it to the Commander of the
Faithful until he should predecease me. Then he (i.e., Musa al-
Hid!) died, and he never mentioned it until the caliphate passed to
al-Rashid.3013

304. Tribe of the Hijiz , to whom Quraysh of Mecca were reckoned , see E12 s.v.
(Watt).

305. Wine had, of course, to be imported into the Arabian peninsula from the
wine-growing lands to the north.

306. The owl Ihdmahl generally regarded as a bird of ill-omen , was believed to
hover over the grave of an unavenged person until blood had been exacted in
reparation. See Goldziher, "Der Seelenvogel im islamischen Volksglauben," Glo-
bus, LXXXIII ( 1902 ), 302-3 = Gesammelte Schriften, IV, 404-51 Sir Charles Lyall,
Translations of ancient Arabian poetry chieflypre-Islamic, pp. xxx, 67, T. Fahd, La
divination arabe, 5131 and now the penetrating study by T. E . Homerin, "Echoes of
a thirsty owl: death and afterlife in pre -Islamic Arabic poetry," INES, XLIV 1 1985),
165-84, with an examination at pp. 175-7 of the semantic connections of the
terms hdmah "owl/skull" and sadd "owl/brain/contents of the skull " used in the
verses cited here.

307. Emending the vowelling of the last words of each line, in accordance with
the Cairo text, VIII, 224 : qubir, al-mubtakir, munkasir.

308. In Jahshiyari, 130-1 , the indignant Ibn Dab tears up the promissory note
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Abu Du'amah has mentioned that Salm b. 'Amr al-Khasir31o
eulogized Musa al-Hidi and recited,

At 'Isabadh is a noble one of Quraysh,
at whose sides is always to be found abundantly flowing wine.

The Muslims resort to his flanks for protection
whenever there is anything to be feared or to be hoped for.

In the main square (i.e., of Baghdad ) are lofty residences
which people who claim a relationship have erected.

But how many persons make the claim , "I am of sound lineage,"
when all created beings and the person of handsome appear-
ance reject it!

Such a person has a pride in lineage , which he is niggardly over, in
order that he may achieve a permanent reputation;
yet no one who is niggardly over this secures immortality!

There is blame311 upon al -Rabbi, which cannot be concealed;
he conceals it, but the cover is ripped away.

By my life, if Abu Khadij were to construct
a house, the structure would never be demolished!312

He related: Salm al -Khasir recited, when Musi took over the
caliphate after al-Mahdi,

Musa has obtained the caliphate and the divine guidance,
and the Commander of the Faithful Muhammad (i.e., al-
Mahdi ) has died.

Thus the one whose loss has affected the whole of mankind has
died,

but is cheated of obtaining justice by the Caliph 's death shortly afterwards; cf.
Sourdel, Vizirat, 1, 123 n. 2.

309. I.e., 'Ali b. Yazid, a rdwi mentioned in I$fahini , Aghdni, ed. Bn1iq, m, 129 =
ed. Cairo, IV, 8, as quoting Nab y! b. Khilid al -Barmaki.

310. Eulogist of the early 'Abbisids, died in 186 (802). See Pellat, Le milieu
ba$rien, r65, GAL, S I, rr3; GAS, II, 511-12.

311. The Cairo text, VIII, 224, has lu'm "ignobleness" for the Leiden text's lawn;
"blame."

312. G . E. von Grunebaum, "Three Arabic poets of the early Abbasid age. V. Salm
al-Hisir," Orientalia, XIX (1950!, 62, no. II = Shu'aru 'Abbdsiyyiin, 92, no. 2. The
reference to "Abu Khadij," literally "father of a prematurely born camel foal, or of a
sickly calf," is presumably to Musa as the father of a newly born son at that
particular moment.
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and the one who will satisfactorily take the place for you of
the one whose loss is felt, has arisen (in his place) 313

He also recited,

(Other) monarchs become hidden on account of Musa, on the
occasion of his rise to eminence,
just as the stars (are concealed ) because of the shining rays of
the sun, when these last appear.

There is not a single person, out of all creation , who sees a full
moon and its rising into view,
and is not abased or becomes submissive (before it).314

He also recited,

Were it not for the Caliph Musa (coming) after his father,
there would be no successor for the people after their divinely
appointed leader [mahdiyyihim] 315

Do you not see the community of the gentile prophet [ummat a]-
ummi] going down to get water (i.e., life enhancement, suc-
cor),
as if they were scooping up water from the regions adjoining
the sea,

From the two hands of a monarch whose munificent gifts have
become universal,
as if his gifts, because of his generosi ty, were spendthrifti-
ness?316

Idris b. Abi Haf$ah317 has mentioned that (Abu Siml ) Marwin b.
Abi Hafgah318 transmitted the information to him, saying: When

313. Von Grunebaum, op. cit., 64, no . IX = Shu'ard' 'Abbdsiyyun, 96, no. 9. There
is a play on words from the same root I finds ) in this verse, between faqd "loss" and
man yutafaqqadu "the one who loss is felt."

314. Von Grunebaum, op. cit., 7r, no. XXXI = Shu'ara Abbdsiyyun, 107, no. 31.
315. With a play upon words between the Caliph al-Mahdi 's laqab or honorific

and the concept of the eschatological figure of the awaited charismatic leader,
whose appearance on earth will herald the coming end of the world; see Ell B.V. al-
Mahdi fMadelung).

P6. Von Grunebaum, op. Cit ., 71, no. XXXIII.
3r7.I.e., Abu Sulaymin Idris b . Yabyi b. Abi Hafgah, brother of Abu Sim;

Marwin, and himself a poet of secondary importance . See Ibn al-Nadim, Fihrist,
r82, tr. B. Dodge, I, 354; GAS, II, 582.

318. The first poet of major importance from this famed poetic family, and a
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Musa al-Hadi came to power, I went into his presence and recited
to him,

If my soul were granted immortality after the Imam Mul}ammad
(i.e., al-Mahdi),
it would not rejoice at its prospect of perpetual existence 319

He (i.e., Marwan) related: I uttered panegyric poetry, and recited
concerning him,

Your father strengthened my personal position with (a gift of)
70,000 (dirhams) and provided me with nourishment and
clothing,
and indeed, I saw face-to-face in that a remarkable sight.320

Indeed, I am certain, 0 Commander of the Faithful,
that my share of liberality (literally, "my drink") from your
hands will not be seen as one doled out in a niggardly fash-
ion.321

When I recited this poetry to him, he said, "Who can reach the
extent of al-Mahdi (in generosity)? Nevertheless, we shall render
you contented." He related: But death came upon him before
anything else, and he never gave me anything; I did not receive a
single dirham from anyone until al -Rashid 's accession.

Harm b. Musa al-Farawi322 has mentioned that Abu Ghuzayyah
(aI-Angari)323 transmitted the information to him from al-I)al ak

fierce defender of the legal claims to rule of the 'Abbisids against the 'Alids, died ca.
1831 (797 ). See A. H. Harley, "Abu's-Simi Marwdn b. Abi I;iaf$ah-a postclassical
Arab Poet," /RASB, Letters, 11111937 1, 71-90; GAS, II, 447-8 , E12 S .V. Marwin al-
Akbar b. Abi I;iafsa U. E. Bencheikh).

319. Six other verses of this poem are to be found in the anthology of Muhammad
b. 'Abd al-Rahman al-'Ubaydi, al-Tadhkirah al-sa`diyyah , see Munierah al-
Rasheed, 184; Shim Marwdn b. Abf I1af$ah , ed. l lusayn 'Atawin, 15 no. 31 ; Harley,
83.

320. Reading with the Cairo text , VIII, 225 , mashhada
321. Munierah al-Rasheed , i ig no. 58; Shim Marwdn b. Abi uaf$ah, 3o no. 14,
322. Following Addenda et emendanda, p. DCCLX, and the Cairo text , VIII, 225,

pace the text's "al-Qarawi ." He is mentioned as a rdwf in I$fahini, Aghdnf, ed.
Buliq, I, 187 = ed. Cairo, II, 55.

323. Judge of Medina and a rdwf in Aghdni, ed. Bulaq, III, 135 , 15 5, Vm, 104-5 =
ed. Cairo, W, zo, 58, IX, i65-6, for events in connection with the poet Abu
al-'Atahiyah at al-Mahdi 's court.
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b. Man al-Sulami, who said: I went into Musa's presence, and I
recited to him the verses,

0 you two places of the heart 's yearning, speak,
for at you I often used to see (in the past ) al-Rabab and Kul-
thum (i .e., two beloved ones)!

There are not two places of former encampment , in a condition of
ancientness and decay,
which move to tears more strongly what lies beneath the ribs
(i.e., the heart) than you two places!

Return a salutation on an old man, whose emotions
the ruined traces of the two encampments have stirred up and
who has become deeply moved, and then give a (further) salu-
tation!

He related : I eulogized him in these verses , and then when I
reached the verse,

With the agility of his fingertips in activity (i.e., in bestowing
largesse) I thought
that he would not leave a single dirham in the treasuries

he turned to the treasurer A$mad and said, "Woe upon you, 0
Abmad ! It is as if he were looking at us only yesterday!" He
related : He had in fact brought out that night a great sum of money
and then distributed it.

It has been mentioned from Isbiq al -Maw$ili, or from someone
else, relating from (Isbaq's father) Ibrahim, who said : One day, we
were in Musa's presence, and he had with him Ibn )ami`324 and
Mu`idh b . al-Tabib325 It was the first day that Mu `adh had ever
come into our circle, he was very expert in singing melodies and
very knowledgeable about the more ancient songs . The Caliph
said, "Whichever of you moves me the most to emotion, he can
choose what he likes ." So Ibn jimi` sang a song for him, but it
failed to move the Caliph . I knew what kind of songs made up his

324. Le., Abu al-Qisim Isma 'B b. jimi', musician and singer of Mecca and rival of
Ibrahim al-Mawgili, died in x92 1808). See Farmer, xx5-16, Zirikil, A'ldm, I, 306;
E12 s.v Ibn Djimi' (A. Shiloah).

325. Cited as a rdwi and composer of melodies in Isfahan, Aghdni, ed. Bulaq,
XIII, 133-4, 7I, 45 = ed. Cairo, XV, 68-71, 253.
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object of desire. The Caliph said, "Step forward, 0 Ibrahim," so I
sang to him,

Sulayma has brought us together;
but where, 0 where, can we say326 that she is?

At this, he became transported with emotion, to the point that he
rose up from his seat , raised his voice and exclaimed, "Sing it
again !" So I sang it again . He said, "This is the kind of song which is
to my taste , so decide now what you want! " I said, "0 Commander
of the Faithful , the walled garden of `Abd al-Malik and its murmur-
ing spring." At that, his eyes rolled round in his head until they
became like two gleaming red-hot coals . Then he burst out, "0 son
of a stinking, uncircumcised whore! You wanted to let the people
at large know that you were able to stir up my emotions and that I
gave you your free choice and accordingly granted to you an estate!
By God, were it not for the hasty error caused by your stupidity,
which has clouded your sound judgment , I would strike off that
which contains your eyes (i.e., your head)!" Then he bowed his
head in silence for a brief while , and I had a vision of the angel of
death standing between me and him awaiting his word of com-
mand. Then he summoned Ibrahim al-Harrani and told him, "Take
the hand of this stupid fellow, and lead him into the treasury; and
then let him take from there whatever he likes ." So al-Harrani
brought me into the treasury and said , "How much are you going to
take? " I replied, "A hundred purses."327 He said, "Let me consult
him (i.e ., the Caliph )." He related: I said, "Eigh ty, then ." He replied,
"(Wait ) until I consult him ." I thereupon realized what he wanted,
so I said, "Seventy purses for me and thirty for you !" He said, "Now
you have put forward the correct solution ! Please go ahead!" So I
went away with seven hundred thousand dirhams , and the angel of
death vanished from before my face 328

326. Reading, in accordance with Glossarium , P. DXXVIII, naquluhd, for the
text 's nuquluha

327. A baa'rah contained io,ooo dirhams, so this meant a total of one million
dirhams.

328. In jahshiyari, 133-4, the singer is Isbiq b. Ibrahim al -Mawgili, who arouses
the Caliph's ire by asking for the property of Marwin (b. al-Hakam ( in al-Madinah,
but is able to take his full reward without Ibrihim b. Dhakwin exacting his usual
commission (cf. Tabari, III, 593 , above, 77). In Igfahani, Aghdni, ed. Bulaq, V, i6 =
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`Ali b. Muhammad (al-Nawfall ) has mentioned that $ft b. `Ali
b. 'Aliyyah al-Adjam329 transmitted the information to him from
Hakam a1-Wadi, who said: Al-Hadi used to be fond of a moder-
ate, measured emotional pitch of singing (al-ghina' al-wasatj, the
kind which has few often-repeated refrains Jtarji 'J,33t but it did
not have much appreciable effect of lightening his spirits. He
related : One night, we were at one of his sessions , at which Ibn
Jami', al -Mawgili, al-Zubayr b . Dabman332 and al-Ghanawi were
also present, when the Caliph suddenly called for three purses of
money. He ordered them to be brought in, and they were set down
in the midst of the circle of the Caliph and his companions. Then
he put them altogether in one heap and said, "Whoever can sing to
me a melody which is consonant with the emotional state which I
am at present feeling, shall have the whole lot." He related: Al-
Hadi had a laudable trait of character in that, if he disliked a thing,
he would never linger over it but would turn away from it. Ibn
Jami' now sang to him, but he showed his aversion from it. All the
other members of the assembled company then sang, but he
started displaying a similar aversion until I myself sang. I adapted
my singing to his emotional state , so that he cried out "Bravo!
Bravo! Give me some wine to drink!" He then drank and became
stirred with feeling . I got up and then sat down by the purses of
money, and I knew that I had won possession of them. Ibn Jami'
came forward in an approving, congratulatory manner and said, "0
Commander of the Faithful , he (has sung), by God, just as you said,
whereas all the rest of us, apart from him, have not sung in har-
mony with your present feelings." He related: The Caliph said,

ed. Cairo, VI, 184-5, the singer is Ibrahim, with the essential points in the story
being those of Jahshiyiri.

329. Literary figure of Abni' origin and resident in Wisil. It was allegedly (but
improbably ) he who strangled the poet Marwin b . Abi Hafsah when the latter was
ill in 181 (797) or 182 (798); see Aghdni, ed. Buliq, IX, 48, XVIII, 37, 46 = ed. Cairo,
X, 95, XX, 138, 147.

330. I.e., al-Hakam (b. Yabya) b. Maymun , a mawli of Persian origin but a
cameleer engaged in trade along the Widi al-Qura (hence his nisbah ) in early life,
and a famous singer under the last Umayyads and the early 'Abbisids up to Hirun's
time; see Aghdni, ed. Bulaq, VI, 64-8 = ed . Cairo, VI, 2808 et passim.

331. I .e., music which neither excited the emotions nor unduly depressed them.
332. Musician of Mecca of mawli origin , and partisan of Ibrahim b. al-Mahdii at

Hirun 's court ; see Farmer, 123-4.
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"The purses are yours ," and he went on drinking until his desire
for melodies was satisfied , and he got up. Then he said, "Instruct
three of the attendants to bear the purses with him," and then he
entered (his private apartments). We departed, walking across the
courtyard, heading homewards . Ibn Jami' caught me up, and I said,
"May I be made your ransom , 0 Abu al-Qasim ! You behaved as a
person of your pedigree could be expected to do ; so look in the
money bags for what takes your fancy." Ibn Jami' replied, "May
God vouchsafe to you His approval ! We desired to increase your
share of favour!" Al-Mawsili also caught up with us and said,
"Present us with a gift (i.e., from the money bags)!" But I retorted,
"Why should I? You didn 't behave in a suitable manner at the court
session ! No, by God, you shan 't have a single dirham! "

Mubammad b . `Abdallah has mentioned that Said al-Qiri' al-
`Allaf, the companions of Aban al -Qari',335 told him that Musi's
boon-companions were with him in his court session, including
al-Harrani, Said b . Salm and others. Musa had a slave girl who
used to pour out wine for them . She had a bantering, provocative
manner, and she used to address one of the company as "0 boorish
one [ jiifil ! "336 and joke with others of them . Yazid b . Mazyad came
in, and he heard what she was saying to them . He therefore told
her, "By the Great God! If you speak tome like you speak to them, I
will certainly strike you a blow with my sword!" Musa said to her,
"Woe upon you! He will indeed , by God, do what he says , so take
care! " He related : She accordingly held back from him, and never
exchanged any pleasantries with him. He related: Said al-'Allaf
and Aban al-Qiri' were lbaclis 33r

333. Igfahini, Aghani, ed. Bulaq, VI, 67 = ed. Cairo, VI, 286-7, giving the actual
words of Hakam al-Wad-i's winning song.

334. $dlaib. perhaps also "famulus, colleague, master," given the vagueness of
this term.

335. Both these Qur'an readers are mentioned by Ibn Qutaybah , 533. Said is
described as being especially high in al-Rashid's favor , being known as "the Qur'an
reader o f the Commander o f the Faithful ." He is further cited by Tabari, III, 1 1 3 4 , , as
an authority for an account of al-Ma'mun 's last illness and death.

336. Jilt has many meanings, according to the Lisdn al-'Arab', X, 3751 the one
followed here is that of "gross, coarse [al-jilt: a]-a'rdbi al-jdflI, but another pos-
sibility might be "corpulent, with a sack-like figure" [al--arf mithl al-khuri wa-al-
juwdliq).

337. I .e., of the Ibadiyyah subsect of the Kharijites . See Ei' S.V. IT. Lewicki!. These
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Alamad b . Ibrahim b. Ismail b. Dawud al-Katib338 has men-
tioned that Ibn al-Qaddab transmitted the information to him,
saying: Al-Rabi` (b. Yunus) had a slave girl called Amat al -'Aziz,
of superlative beauty, a splendidly rounded bosom and shapely
body. He presented her to al -Mahdi . When the latter perceived her
beauty and fine appearance, he said, '"This girl will be more suit-
able for Musa!"; hence he gave her to him. She became the most
beloved of all creation to Mnsa , and gave birth to his elder sons 339
Then a certain enemy of al-Rabi 'ls told Musa that he had heard al-
Rabi` say, "I have never placed between myself and the earth
anyone like Amat al-`Aziz." Mnsa became violently enraged with
jealousy at these words , and swore that he would kill al -Rabi'. So
when he was appointed Caliph, he summoned al-Rabi one day, and
had his midday meal with him , showed him honor and handed to
him a cup of wine mingled with honey. He related : Al-Raba` said, "I
realized that my life was contained in that cup (i .e., that it was
poisoned), and that if I were to hand it back he would cut off
my head, since I had for some time back been aware of his ani-
mus against me because of my going to his mother (i.e., to al-
Khayzurin)3Q and because of (slanderous) reports he had received
concerning me, without his having listened to any excuses from
me. So I drank the cup." Al-Rabi` returned homewards . He gathered
together his children and told them, "I am going to die, either on
this very day or by next morning." His son al-Fa41 said to him,
"Why do you say this, may I be made your ransom?" He said,
"Masi gave me to drink, with his own hand, a poisoned drink, and I
can feel it working in my body now." Then he made his last
testament, setting forth his wishes, and died on that day or the fol-

two Ibadi scholars may well have stemmed from the well -known group of Ibidis in
al-Bagrah; see Pellat, Le milieu basrien , 212-14.

338. In Tabari, III, 439, given the full nasab of ... b. Mu 'iwiyah b. Bak, this last
person described as one of the Prophet's companions. It is therefore possible that
this Ahmed b. Ibrahim b. Ismail is identical with the rdwi Abmad b . Mu'iwiyah b.
Bakr al-Bihili mentioned by Tabari , III, 567 (above, 38, and n. r 5o!.

339. According to Abbott, 66, his two eldest sons; see further on her, ibid., 86, 97,
99.

340. I.e., when he had gone to her in Baghdad, at the time of al-Hidi's accession to
the throne, see Tabari, III, 546 (above, 61.

)598)
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lowing morning341 After Masi al-Hidi's death, al-Rashid married
Amat al-*A&iz,342 and he gave her the child `Ali b. al-Rash-id .343

Al-Facll b. Sulayman b . Ishiq al-Hishimi has asserted that when
al-Hadi transferred to `lsibidh in the opening months of the year
in which he took over the caliphate, he dismissed al-Raba` from the
offices of vizier and head of the correspondence department which
he had held up till then, and appointed in his stead `Umar b . Bazi`.
He appointed al-Raba` to be head of the department of accounting
control (a]-zimam ), and al-Rabi` retained this latter office until he
died . His decease came a few months after al -Hid-i's accession
to power, and his death was publicly proclaimed. Al-Hadi did not
attend the funeral; Hiran al-Rashid read the prayers over him,
being at that time heir to the throne. Musa appointed in al-Rabi"s
place Ibrahim b. Dhakwin al-Harrini, and he appointed as his
deputy in the offices which he held Ismail b. $ubayh. Then he
dismissed Ismail and appointed as deputy Yahyi b. Sulaym, ap-
pointing Ismail to the post of accounting control of the Diwnn of
Syria and its dependencies.345

Yahyi b. al-Hasan b. `Abd al-Khiliq, the maternal uncle of al-
Fa^ll b. al-Rabi`, has mentioned that his father transmitted to him
the information that Masi al-Hadi said, "I want to bring about al-
Rabi"s death but I don 't know how to encompass it." So Said b.
Salm told him, "Designate a man to take a poisoned dagger and
order him to slay al-Rabi `, and then order that assassin himself to
be killed." He replied, "That is a good solution." He therefore gave
orders to a man, who then crouched down in wait for him by the
roadside, and commanded him to do that (i.e., to assassinate al-
Rabi`). However, a certain subordinate official of al-Rabi"s went
along to him and told him, "He (i.e., the Caliph) has given orders

341. Abbott, 86-7; Moscati, Le califat dal-Hadi, 17-8, 26.
342. She having attained , after giving sons to al-Hadi, the free status of an umm

walad.
343. See Tabari, III, 758 (below, 327); In Abi Tahir 'Jayfur, Kitdb Baghdad, 25-6;

Ibn al-Athir, VI, 216.
344. Jahshiyari, 125-6 ; Sourdel, Vizirat, I, 121.
345. Jahshiyid , 125-7 ; cf. Abbott, 96, and Sourdel , Vizirat, I,122 and n . 4. There

may be a confusion here between Yaliya b. Sulaym and Yabyi b. Sulayman, whom
Jahshiyari names here as Ibrahim al-Hanani's deputy.
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regarding you for such-and-such action to be taken." Hence, al-
Rabi took a different route from that . He went into his house and
feigned illness . Then he became (really) ill after that for eight days,
and died a natural death . His death was in the year 1691785-6). He
was al-Rab-t' b. Yunus.
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9

Hdrun 's Assumption of the Caliphate
on Musa al-Hddf 's Death

Allegiance was given to al-Rashid Hiran b . Mullammad b. `Abdal-
lah b. al-'Abbas as Caliph on the night of the Friday during which
his brother Musa al-Hidi died. On that day when he assumed
power he was twenty-two years old.346 It is also said that on the
day when allegiance was given to him as Caliph he was twenty-
one years old. His mother was a slave wife from Jurash in the
Yemen called Khayzurin,347 and he himself was born at al -Rayy on
the twenty-sixth of Dhu al-Hijjah 145 (March 17, 763) during al-
Mangiir 's caliphate.348 In regard to the Barmaids, according to
what has been mentioned , they assert that al-Rashid was born on

346. Thus in K. al-'UyUn , 290, and Ibn al-Athir, VI, to6.
347. According to Masiidi, Muraj, VI, 261 = ed. Iaellat, § 2469, and K. al-'Uynn,

282, she was the daughter of 'At! ', a mawla of al -Mahdi's, see also Ibn al-Athir, loc.
cit., and Abbott, 22-6, 29.

348. Abbott, 24, notes that the dates given for Han3n 's birth vary between 145
(762-3 ) and 150 (767).
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the first of al-MuWrram 149 (February 16, 766) and that al-Facll b.
Yahya was bom seven days before him, al-Fall's day of birth being
the twenty-second of Dhii al-Hijjah 148 (February 8, 766)349 Al-
Facil's mother, Zaynab bt. Munir, was appointed a wet nurse to al-
Rashid. Thus, she gave milk to al-Rashid from the suckling of al-
Fa^ll, and al-Khayzuran gave milk to al-Factl from the suckling of
al-Rashid.35°

Sulayman b. Abi Shaykh351 has mentioned that when it was
the night in which Musa al-Hadi died, Harthamah b. A'yan (al-
IDabbi)352 brought forth Harnn al-Rashid during the hours of dark-
ness and then set him down on the Caliph's official seat.353 HarUn
thereupon summoned Yahya b. Khalid b. Barmak, who was at that
moment in jail; Musa had in fact resolved upon killing both Yahya
and Harun al-Rashid that very night. He related: Yahya now be-
came present and assumed the office of the vizierate.354 He sent (a
messenger) to Ynsuf b. al-Qasim b. $ubayh al-Katib.355 He had
him appear, and commanded him to compose letters ( announcing
Harun's succession to the throne). When the morning after that
night dawned, and the military leaders were all present, Yusuf b.
al-Qasim stood up. He offered praises to God, eulogizing Him, and
gave blessings upon Muhammad. Then he began to speak in an
eloquent fashion, and recounted the death of Musa and Harm's
assumption of control in succession to him, and what H&-Fan had
commanded by way of pay allotments for the troops.

349. Hence, eight days before!
350. Shibushtl, 227, 229 ; Ibn al-Athir, loc. cit.; In al-Tigtaga, 183, tr. 198-9; cf.

Bouvat, 41, and Kennedy, 117. According to Tabari, II, 840, Khalid b. Barmak's wife
Umm Khilid bt. Yazid suckled al-Saft's daughter Raytah , whilst al-Saffib's wife
Umm Salamah suckled Khilid 's daughter Umm Yabya. As Abbott, 24, implies,
Tabati seems to show a certain scepticism about the Barmaki claims to foster-
relationship between Harun and al-Fall.

351. Cited elsewhere by Tabari as a rdwi for events in al-Mahdi's reign.
352. Member of the Abni' who was one of the chief commanders of al-Rashid

and al-Ma'miin, filling many governorships until his execution through the in-
trigues of al-Fa4l b . Sahl in 200/816. See Crone , 177, and EI2 s.v. (Pellat).

353. Azdi, 261; K. al-'Uynn, 290; Ibn al-Atha, loc. cit.
354. Ibn al-Athir, VI, 106-7.
3 5 S. Secretary, of mawli origin, like most of those employed by the Barmakis;

see Sourdel, Vizirat, I, 134, 141,179, 226. He was the founder of a line of secretaries
who served subsequent Caliphs and who included in their ranks several poets; see
J. Bencheikh, "Les s6cretaries po6tes et animateurs de c6nacles aux He et Me si6cles
de 1'H6gire," JA, CCLXIII (1975), 269 if.
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Abmad b. al-Qasim has mentioned , transmitting information
from his paternal uncle `Ali b . Yusuf b. al-Qasim (b. $ubayl}), as
follows: He related : Our mawla Yazid al-Tabari transmitted the
information to me that he was present at that time , carrying the
inkstand for my father Yusuf b . al-Qasim, and he remembered the
complete text of his words. He related: Yusuf b. al-Qasim said,
after praising God, He is exalted and magnified , and after offering
blessings on the Prophet , as follows:

God, with His favor and His grace, has vouchsafed to you of His
goodness, 0 people of the house of the Prophet, the house of the
caliphate and the original stock of the apostleship. He has, more-
over, brought to you,356 0 obedient ones from among the support-
ers of the dynasty and helpers of the mission [al-da'wah, i.e., of the
`Abbasids], manifestations of His favor which are innumerable and
which will not pass away through the whole extent of eternity, and
His all-embracing acts of beneficence, in that He has brought
firmly together the bond of your fellowship, has exalted your posi-
tion, has strengthened your arm, has humbled your enemy, and has
shown forth the word of divine truth, for you have become worthy
of it and fitting people for it . Hence, God has made you mighty-
for God is a powerful and mighty one-and thus you have become
supporters of the religion of God, the One who is well-pleased
(with you), and have become defenders , by means of His drawn
sword, of the members of the house of His Prophet. Through you,
He rescued them from the hands of the oppressors, the imams of
tyranny, of those who broke God's covenant, of those who shed
innocent blood and of those who consumed and appropriated for
themselves the income from the captured lands [fay']. So bear in
mind all this favor which God has accorded you, and take care not
to change your attitude, or He will change His attitude towards
you.

God, He is exalted and magnified, has taken to Himself His
Caliph, Musa al-Hadi the Imam , and has drawn him to Him- 16or]
self. He has appointed as Musks successor a rightly guided, well-
pleasing one as Commander of the Faithful for you, one who is

356. Following the Cairo text , VIII, 231 , wa-atdkum instead of the Leiden text's
wa-iyydkum.
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compassionate and merciful towards you , one who will receive
cordially those of you who act righteously and who will show
himself tender-hearted by pardoning those of you who act evilly.
The Caliph-may God grant him the permanent enjoyment of
divine favor, preserve for him what He has entrusted to his care of
the affairs of the Muslim communi ty, and bestow upon him what
He has bestowed on those who are His supporters and the people
showing Him obedience-promises for you, from his heart, com-
passion and mercy towards you and the sharing -out among you of
your stipends when you justly deserve them. He will bestow upon
you presents from what God has bestowed on His Caliphs , stored
up in the state treasury, which will be of such a magnitude that
you will not require your regular pay allotments for so-and-so
number of months, not however subtracting a corresponding sum
to this from any advance pay allotments which you may receive in
the future, but making over the remainder of that for the protec-
tion of your families and also what monies may accrue to the state
treasuries in the provinces and distant areas from rebellious here-
tics, to the point that the accumulated treasure becomes ample
and great in size and is restored to the level which it originally was.

So give praise to God and renew your thanks , and this will inevi-
tably bring you an increase in His beneficence towards you through
what He has renewed for you by means of the Commander of the
Faithful 's lofty judgement and through what He has bestowed
upon you by means of it-may God strengthen him through his
obedience (to Him)! Make petition to God for the Caliph 's long life
and for yourselves, that through him you may enjoy long -lasting
favor; perhaps you will receive God's mercy ! Give (the Caliph) your
right hands in the clasp of homage and adhere to your professions
of allegiance-may God protect you and defend you, bring about
righteousness through you and at your hands, and take you as His
helpers just as He takes His righteous devotees!

Yabya b . al-Hasan b . `Abd al-Khaliq has mentioned, saying that
Mul,iammad b. Hishim al -Makhzumi transmitted the informa-
tion to me, saying : When Musa died , Ya1 ya b. Khalid came to al-
Rashid whilst the latter was asleep, wrapped up in a coverlet and
without any waist-wrapper . Yabya said, "Arise, 0 Commander of
the Faithful !" At that, al-Rashid said to him, "How much you
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frighten me by your enthusiasm in describing me as Caliph, when
you know my position vis-a-vis this man (i .e., al-Had!)! If news of
this reaches him, what will my position be then?" Yahya there-
upon told him, "This is (Ibrtim ) al-llarrani, Musa's vizier, and
this is his seal ring ." He related : Hirun sat down on his mattress
and said, "Give me guidance on what to do!" He related: Whilst he 16o2]
was speaking with him, another messenger suddenly appeared and
announced, "You have just become the father of a boy!" He replied,
"I hereby name him 'Abdallih."357 Then he said to Yahya, "Give
me advice on what to do!" Yahyi said, "I advise you to take your
seat immediately on Musa's Armenian carpet." He replied, "I have
as good as done that; and by God, I shan't perform the worship at
Isabadh except on that carpet, and I shan't perform the noon
worship except in Baghdad and with the head of Abii 'Igmah before
me!" He related: He then put on his robes and went forth. He
performed the worship on it (i.e., the Armenian carpet) and had
Abu 'Igmah brought forward, and then he had him decapitated and
his scalp fastened to the tip of a spear shaft, and with this entered
Baghdad.

All this was because he and Ja'far b . Musa al-Hadi had once been
out riding together. They had come to one of the bridges of Isa-
bidh. At that point, Abu 'Igmah had turned to Hirun and said,
"Stay where you are until the heir to the throne crosses over!"
Harun had replied, "I hear and obey the Amu!" So he had halted
until Ja'far had crossed over. This was accordingly the reason for
Abu Igmah's being killed .358 He related : When al-Rashid came to
the crown of the bridge ,-359 he summoned divers and then said, "Al-
Mahd! gave me a seal ring which had cost one hundred thousand
dinars and which was called 'the mountain ' [al-jabalj. Subse-
quently, I went into the presence of my brother ( i.e., of al-Had!)
with this seal ring on my finger. When I returned homewards,
Sulaym al-Aswad caught up with me at the crown of the bridge,

357. AzdI, 261-23 Palmer, 35-
358. K. al-'Uydn, a9o1 Ibn al-Athir, VI, to7.
359. Kursi al-jisr, i.e., of one of the main bridges across the Tigris . For kursi in

this sense, Glossarium, p. CDL, has caput pontis "crown of the bridge," and
WbKAS, I, z 27a-b, "pillar (of a bridge)." One would expect kursi to mean some-
thing like "supporting structure," clearly the actual span over the water in this
context.
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and then said, 'The Commander of the Faithful commands you to
give me the seal ring!' At that, I hurled it away in this very spot."
They then dived down and fished out the ring. Harlin rejoiced
exceedingly at its recovery.

Muhammad b. Ishaq al-Hashimi has related that several of his
companions transmitted the information to him, including $ab-
bah b. Khagan al-Tamimi,361 saying: Musa al-Hidi had deprived al-
Rashid of the succession and had secured allegiance to his own son
Ja'far, this being at the time when 'Abdallah b. Malik was com-
mander of the police. But when al-Hadi died, Khuzaymah b. Kha-
zim (al-Tamimi)362 burst in during that same night, being accom-
panied by five thousand of his mawlas, bearing arms, pulled
Ja`far out of his bed and told him, "Unless you renounce your
succession rights to the caliphate, I'll chop off your head!" Hence,
the next morning the people rode forth to Ja`far's gate. Khuzaymah
brought him forward and set him up on an elevated place by the

[603] gate of the palace, all the gates being locked. Ja`far stepped forward
and announced, "0 Muslims, I have released from their undertak-
ings all those who gave their allegiance tome as heir; the caliphate
belongs to my paternal uncle Harlin, and I have no claim to it "364
This was the reason for `Abdallah b. Malik al-Khuzai 's going all
the way to Mecca on foot in felt slippers [lubud], because he had
sought the opinion of the religious lawyers regarding the oaths he
had sworn in recognition of Ja`far's succession, and they had told
him, "The breaking of any oath you have sworn can only be expi-
ated by your going on foot to the House of God; there is no other
way out." So he made the Pilgrimage on foot. Khuzaymah secured
favor in al-Rashid's sight by that action of his 365

360. Bayhaqi, Malinsin, ed. Schwally, 502-4 = ed. Ibrahim, II, 236-8; Tabari-
Bal'ami, tr. IV, 456; Q141 Ibn al-Zubayr, K. a]-Tubaf wa-al-dhakha u, x80-3, §§
232-5; Ibn al-Athir, loc. cit.; Palmer, 35-6. In Jahshiyiri , 131-2, Yalayi b. Rhalid is
charged by al-Hidi, on pain of death for failure, to get the seal ring from Haren, but
forgiven when Haran himself flings it into the river.

361. Cited previously by Tabari for events in al-Manger 's caliphate.
362. Brother of'Abdallih b. Khazim, see Tabari , III, 548 !above, 9, n. 30).
363. The size of the force seems excessively large for the purpose intended,

unless Khuzaymah expected strenuous opposition from the supporters of the child
Ja'far's succession claim.

364. Nothing further seems to be recorded of Ja'far 's life after this.
365. Tabari-Bal'ami, tr. IV, 457; Azdi, 262; K. al-'Uyun, 291; In al-Athir, V1, 107;
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Hdnm 's Official Appointments and Dismissals

It has been mentioned that al-Rashid was angry with Ibrahim
al-I larrrani and Sallam al-Abrash36 on the day of Milsi's death, so
he ordered them to be sent to prison and their wealth confiscated.
Ibrahim was imprisoned under Yahya b. Khilid's charge in the
latter's house . Then Muhammad b. Sulayman interceded with
Harlin for him, and asked the Caliph to show his favor to Ibrahim,
to release him and to allow him to accompany Muhammad on the
journey down to al-Bagrah ; the Caliph then gave Muhammad his
consent to this 367

In this year, al-Rashid dismissed 'Umar b. 'Abd al-'Aziz al-
'Umari from the governorship of the City of the Messenger of God
(i.e., of Medina ) and its administrative dependencies , and he ap-
pointed Ishaq b. Sulaymin b. 'Ali368 as governor of all that.

In this year, Muhammad b . Harlin al-Rashid (i.e., the future al-
Amin) was born . According to what Abu Hafg al-Kirmini has
mentioned, from Muhammad b. Yahyi b. Khalid, he was bom on

Palmer, 34; Kennedy, 112-13 . Khuzaymah 's role here secured him a position of
influence for the whole of al-Rashid's reign , whereas 'Abdallah b. Malik was for
long under a cloud, according to an anecdote in Bayhagi , Mabdsin , ed. Schwally,
542-3 = ed. Ibrahim, II, 297-8, being fora while boycotted and cutoff from contact
with the court; no doubt the hatred between Yabyi b . Khalid and 'Abdallih (ibid.,
ed. Schwally, 415 = ed . Ibrahim, II, 102 ) was a factor here . Kennedy, r r 6, notes that
the other prominent supporters of Ja'far b. al-Hidi's succession, Yazid b . Mazyad
and `Ali b. 'Isa b . Mahan, were given no important appointments for the next
decade . According to Jahshiyari, 135, al-Khayzurin at first wanted to execute all
those who had opposed al-Rashid 's succession, but Yabya al-Barmaki dissuaded
her, suggesting instead that they should be given dangerous military commands
and, as with David's appointment of Uriah the Hittite , placed in the battle line
with a good chance of finding death anyway (on jahshiyiri as a source for the events
of al-Rashid's reign, see Sourdel, "La valeur littEraire et documentaire du'Livre des
Vizirs' d'al-?.'ahiiyari d'aprbs le chapitre consacre au califat de Harnn al-Raild,"
Arabica, It (19551, 193-210).

366. As emerges from Ibn Abi Tihir Tayfdr, 133, and Tabari, IQ, io65 , see II, 684
(below, 224, it. 7711, Abi Salamah Sallim (the full name in Jahshiyari, 1871 was a
eunuch ( abrash, more usually applied to animals = "mottled, speckled," doubtless
in allusion to his skin). He later recovered favor and was employed by al-Rashid for
various confidential missions, including duties during the arrest of the Barmakis
and the confiscation of their property , see Tabari, 111, 684.

367. Jahshiyari, 135, who says that Yabyi's intercession with al-Rashid secured
for Ibrahim the post of secretary to Muhammad b. Sulaymin.

368. Grandson of al-Rashid 's great-great-grandfather `Ali b. 'Abdallah b. al-
'Abbas.
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Friday, the thirteenth of Shawwal of this year (April 7, 787),369
whilst al-Ma'mun was born before him, on the night of Friday (i.e.,
of Thursday-Friday), the sixteenth of Rabi' I (September 15, 786 )370

In this year, al-Rashid appointed Yahya b. Khalid as his vizier
and told him, "I have invested you with responsibility for the
subjects ' affairs and have transferred the burden from myself to
you. So exercise authority in this with what you consider to be
sound judgement ; appoint as your subordinate governors whom

[6o4J you think fit; and conduct affairs as you consider best ." At the
same time, he handed his seal ring over to him. Concerning this
event, Ibrahim al-Maw$ili recited,

Have you not seen that the sun was sickly,
but when Harlin assumed power, its light gleamed forth.

Through the auspicious effects of the trusted one of God , Harlin,
the munificent one?
For Harlin is its ruler, and Yabya its vizier.371

Al-Khayzuran was the one who had the oversight of affairs ; Yabya
used to lay matters before her and do things on her advice.372

In this year, Harlin gave orders concerning the share of the
Prophet's kindred (i.e., the share from the poor-tax to the dhawu
al-qurba ), and it was divided out among the Hashimites in equal
portions.

In this year, he gave a guarantee of safe-conduct to those who
had fled or who had gone into concealment , with the exception of
a group of the dualist infidels [al-zanddigah ), including Yunus b.
Farwah and Yazid b. al-Faycl373 Among the Talibids who came

369. Actually, a Saturday.
370. Ya'giibi, Ta'rikh, II, 491-2; Tabari-Bal'ami, tr., IV, 456-7; AzdI, 262; Ibn al-

Athir, VI, 107; Palmer, 35; Gabrieli, "La successione di Harlin ar-Raffiid e la guerra
ha al-Amin e al-Ma'mnn ," RSO, XI ( 1926-8), 344.

371. Mas'ndi, MuruI, VI, 288-9 = ed. Pellat, § 2494; Igfahini, Aghdni, ed. Biilaq,
V, 41 = ed . Cairo, VI, 242 ; Ibn Khallikin, VI, 221 , tr. IV, 105. Cf . Palmer, loc. cit.;
Abbott, 113; Sourdel, Vizirat, 1, 134-5, who notes that similar laudatory verses are
attributed to Abin al-La iqi.

372. Jahshiyid, 134; K. al-'Uyun, 291; Ibn al-Athir, VI, 107-8.
373. Yazid b . al-Fay4 was a former secretary of al-Mansur , who had been arrested

by al-Mahdi in 167/783-4, but had contrived to escape (Jahshiyiri,115-16 ; Tabari,
III, 519-20), only, it seems, to have been recaptured ; see Vajda, "Les zindiqs au pays
d'Islam," 186.
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into the open were Tabataba, that is, Ibrahim b. Isma 'i1,374 and 'Ali
b. al-Hasan b. Ibrahim b. 'Abdallah b. al-Hasan 375

In this year, al-Rashid detached the whole of the Byzantine
marches [a]-thughurj from al-Jazirah and Qinnasrin , and made
them into a single (administrative ) region called "the frontier
strongholds" (al-'awa.imJ376

In this year, Tarsus377 was rendered prosperous and populous
through the efforts of Abu Sulaym Faraj al-'Iltrki the eunuch [a]-
khadimj,378 and people settled there.379

In this year, Harun al-Rashid led the Pilgrimage from the City of 16051
Peace . He gave the people of the two sanctuaries (i.e., Mecca and
Medina ) numerous gifts and divided out among them a huge sum
of money.-380 It has been said that he both performed the Pil-

374. I .e., the Hasanid lbrihim b . Isms-11 Tabalaba al-Rassi , father of the subse-
quent Zaydi Imam in Yemen al-Qisim, died in 246 (86o); Ibrahim fought with
al-Husayn b. 'Ali in the rising which ended at Fakhkh. See Igfahani , Magdtil, 297,
304; Ohmberg, Tables 2o, 22-3.

375. Ibn al-Athir, VI, 1o8.
376. Ibid.; M. A. Shahan, Islamic history. A new interpretation. 2. A.D. 75o-

1055 (A.H. Z32-448 1, 28-9. See on this region of the "frontier strongholds," Yiqut,
Mu'jam, IV, 165-6; Le Strange, Lands, 128 if., Canard, 226-35; EI2 s .v al-'Awigim
(Canard).

377. Town and fortress of Cilicia. See Yiqut , Mu'jam, N, 28-9 , Le Strange,
Lands, 132-4; Canard, 282; Eli s .v Tarsus IF. Buhl).

378. Mawli of al-Rashid; see Crone, 190. As Ayalon has pointed out (The mili-
tary reforms of Caliph al-Mu'ta$im, 3-4), the role of the eunuchs in affairs in-
creases perceptibly during al -Rashid 's caliphate, Masrar was one of his closest
confidants, and he and others of the court eunuchs were present at the Caliph's
deathbed (Tabari, III, 738, below, 303). As with Faraj here, eunuchs were prominent
as military commanders , especially on the Byzantine frontiers . The eunuch al-
Mufaddal was invited to lead an 'Abbisid force at Mecca in 169 (786) against the
'Alid al-Husayn b. 'Ali (Tabari, III, 558, above, 25). Such instances make nonsense
of the assertion by Shaban, 139, that the eunuch "certainly cannot lead armies or
rule governments" (on the latter point, cf. the skillful rule in Egypt of Kifnr as
Regent for the Ikhshidids).

379. Baladhuri, 168; Azdi, 262; Ibn al-Athir, VI, 1o8-9; Brooks, EHR, XV ( 190o),
740; Canard, in Cambridge medieval history, IV The Byzantine empire. Part 1,
Byzantium and its neighbours, 706, Shaban , 29. In Khalifah, Ta'rikh, II, 711, and
Ya`qubi, Ta'rikh, II, 495 , this work of restoration by Faraj al-Khadim , with the
building of five gates and eighty-seven towers for the town, is placed in the year 171
(787-8).

380. Ya'giibi, Tarikh , 11,192 , who states that Hirun actually deputed Musa b.'Isi
to lead the Pilgrimage when he first acceded to the throne , but then decided to lead
it himself; Khalifah, 7b'rikh, II, 709; Muhammad b. Habib, 38; Dinawari, 3873
Azdi, 266, Ibn al-Athir, VI, 1o9; Shaban, 27.
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grimage and led an expedition against the infidels in this same
year. Dawud b . Razin381 has recited concerning this,

Through Harun, the light has shone forth in every region,
and the straight path has become established by the justness
of his conduct.

(He is ) a leader who has ordered his affairs382 through attention to
God's requirements,
and whose greatest concern is with raiding the infidels and
the Pilgrimage.

People 's eyes are unable to endure the brilliance of his face,
when his resplendent aspect appears to them.

Indeed, the trusted one of God, Harun, the munificent one,
gives the one who has hope of his bounty several times more
than what he hopes.

In this year, Sulayman b. `Abdallah al-Bakka'i led the summer
raid.-383

In this year, the governor of Medina was Ishaq b. Sulayman al-
Hashimi; of Mecca and al-Ta'if, `Ubaydallah b. Qutham; of al-
Rufah, Musa b. `Isa, with his deputy there being his son al -`Abbas
b. Musa ; and of al-Bagrah, Bahrayn, the Gulf littoral ports, al-
Yamamah and the administrative districts of Ahwaz and Fars,
Muhammad b. Sulayman b. `Ali 384

381. Poet of Wisit, whose poems are largely lost he died at some point after this
date. See GAS, II, 455.

382. The text here is better jcf. de Goeje 's comment in Addenda et emendanda,
p. DCCLX) than the asbaha shughaluhu of the Cairo text, VIII, 234.

383. Ibn al-Athir, loc. cit.
384. Ibid.
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(JUNE 22, 787-JUNE 10, 788)

0

Among the events taking place during this year was the arrival of
Abu al-`Abbas al -Fatll b. Sulayman al -Tnsi in the City of Peace,
returning from Khurasanass At the time of his arrival, the seal ring
of the caliphate was in the hands of Ja `far b . Muhammad b . al- 16061
Ash'ath (al-Khuza i) a86 but then when Abu al-`Abbas al-Tnsi ar-
rived, al-Rashid took it from Ja`far and transferred it to Abn al-
`Abbas 387 Shortly afterwards, however, Abn al-`Abbas died, so he
handed over the seal ring to Yahya b . Khalid. Thus, Yahya now
combined the two vizierial functions [al-wizdzataynJ.au

385. Dinawari, loc. cit. According to Ilamzah al-Isfahini, T Sint muldk a]-ard
wa-al-anbiyt, 164, aI-F4 had arrived in Khurisin in Rabi 1166 (October 782).

386. Soon afterwards to be nominated governor of Khurasin , which he governed
170-3 (787-9 (. See Ianzah, loc. cit.; Tabari, III, 609 (below, 108(; Ibn &I-Athk, VI,
114, 120.

387. According to Jahshiyarl, 134, the diwdn al-khdtam, thus given to Abu a1-
'Abbis, was the only government department not entrusted immediately to YaI yi
al-Barmaid on al-Rashid's accession ; cf. Sourdel, Vizirat, 1, 136-7. Jahshiy, 135,
further relates that Yal}yi became exasperated at Abu al-'Abbis 's dilatoriness and
his making heavy weather over the sealing of letters , hence he started to take
measure with his own hands over correspondence with provincial governors.

388. I.e., of the financial diwdn al-kbardj and the diwdn al-khdtam for official
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In this year, Harm had Abu Hurayrah Muhammad b. Farrukh,
who was governor of al-jazirah, executed. Harun sent Abu Hanzfah
Harb b. Qays to him, who brought Abu Hurayrah back to the
Caliph at the City of Peace; he was then decapitated in the Khuld
Palace.389

In this year, Harm ordered the expulsion of all the Talibids in
the City of Peace to the City of the Messenger (of God) (i.e., al-
Madinah), with the exception of al-'Abbas b. al-Hasan b. 'Abdallah
b. 'Ali b. Abi Talib; the latter's father al-Hasan b. 'Abdallah was
nevertheless among those whom the Caliph sent off 390

Al-Fall b. Said al-Haruri rebelled, but Abu Khalid al-Marwar-
rudhi killed him391

In this year, Rawh b. Hatim (al-Muhallabi) arrived in Ifrigi-
yah 392

In this year, al-Khayzuran set out in the month of Ramadan for
Mecca, and she stayed there until the time for the Pilgrimage, and
then she performed it 393

In this year, 'Abd al-$amad b. 'All b. 'Abdallah b. al-'Abbas394 led
the Pilgrimage.395

correspondence . On this title, see Goldziher, "Ueber Dualtitel," WZKM, XIII
(1899 ), 323-4 = Gesammelte Schriften, IV, 197-8; Sourdel, Vizirat, I, 137-8. -

389. Azdi, 267, with detail on Abu Hurayrah's governorship in al-Jazirah ; Ibn al-
Athir, VI, 114.

390. OP. Cit., VI, 114-15.
391. OP. cit., VI, 115, records a further Khirijite revolt during this year, that of

al-$ahsah in a1-Jazirah against the local governor Abu Hurayrah; possibly his
difficulties over this were a cause of al-Rashid's having him executed during this
year, as mentioned above.

392. The detailed background to this appointment (the governorship of his neph-
ew Diwud b. Yazid b. Hitim, his unsatisfactory conduct, a revolt of the Ibidiyyah
Khirijites and his replacement by Rawh( is given by Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh, 11, 496 , and Ibn
al-Athir, VI, Io8, 113-14, 115.

393. Her Pilgrimage and her extensive benefactions in the Haramayn are placed
by the K. al-'Uyun, 291, in 172 (788-9 ). For details of these charitable works, see
Abbott, 117-20.

394. See on him, Tabari, III, 573 (above, 49, and n. 196(.
395. IChalifah, Ta'rikh, II, 711 , also recording that it was Sulaymin b . 'Abdalli h

al-Agamm who led the annual expedition against the Byzantines ; Muhammad b.
Habib, 38, Azdi, 267.
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(JUNE II, 788-MAY 30, 789)

0

Among the events taking place during this year was al-Rashid's
setting out for Mari al-Qal'ah ,396 seeking there a residence (or, an
encampment, manzil ) where he might stay.

Mention of the reason for that . It has been mentioned that the [607]
motive behind his journey thither was that he found the City
of Peace intolerable-he used to call it "the steamy place" [a]-
bukhur]-so he set off for Mari al-Qal 'ah; but he fell ill there,
hence he turned back homewards 397. That particular journey was
called "the journey of the seeker."

In this year, al-Rashid dismissed Yazid b . Mazyad from the gover-
norship of Armenia , and gave it to 'Ubaydallah b. al-Mahd-i398

396. "The pasture -ground of the fortress," the district around the town of Karind
in jibil, on the Khurasanian highway between Hulwan and Kirwan-shah where, it
is mentioned, the Abbasid Caliphs kept their studs of horses . See Yaqut, Mu'jam,
V, rot, Le Strange, Lands, r92; Schwarz, 491-2.

397. Hence, he never seems to have used this new palace.
398. Ya'qubi, Ta'n"kh, II, 515-16, with the background details of this appoint-

ment ; Azdi, 269; Ibn al-Athir , VI, it 8.
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In this year, Isliaq b. Sulayman b. 'Ali led the summer raid
[a]-$a'lfah(399

In this year, Ya'qub b . Abi Ja'far al-Mansur led the Pilgrimage.
In this year, Harlin lifted from the shoulders of the inhabitants of

the Sawad the tithe which used to be taken from them after the tax
of a half (of their produce(401

399. Azdi, 270; Ibn al -Athir, loc. cit .; but according to Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh, II, 522,
the leader was Muhammad b. Ibrahim, and according to Khalifah, Ta'rikh, II, 712, it
was Zufar b. 'Agin al-Hilali together with his son Abd al-'Aziz.

400. Khalifah, loc. cit.; Ibn al -Athir, loc. cit.
4or. Ibid., cf. Shahan, 32-3.
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(MAY 31 , 789-MAY 19, 790)
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The Death of Muhammad b. Sulaymdn
and the Confiscation of His Fortune

Among the events taking place during this year was the death of
Muhammad b . Sulayman4m at al-Bagrah a few nights before the
end of Jumada II (mid -November 789). It has been mentioned
that when Muhammad b . Sulaymin died, al-Rashid despatched an
agent for every category of what Muhammad b. Sulaymin had left
behind, ordering him to select the best items from it. Thus , he sent
for the precious metals which he had left behind a man from the
staff of his head treasurer; for the clothing, likewise; and for the
carpets and coverings, for the slaves, for the riding beasts, includ-
ing horses and camels, for the perfumes and aromatic substances,
for the jewels and for every utensil, a man from the staff of each of
these categories of possessions . So they came to al -Ba.rah and then
sequestrated the whole of Muhammad's property which might be

4o2. The senior 'Abbasid prince and victor at Fakhkb , see Tabari, III, 557 if.
(above, 23 if. and n. 9o(.
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valuable to the caliphate , leaving behind nothing except the worth-
less remnants which were of no possible use to the Caliphs. They
acquired on the Caliph's behalf sixty million (dirhams' worth), and
transported it back together with all the rest which was brought

[608] back . When it arrived in the boats , al-Rashid was informed about
the position of the boats which had conveyed that consignment,
and he ordered the whole of it to be placed in his treasuries, with
the exception of the actual money. He ordered authorizations for
payment [$ikak 1 ° (regarding this last) to be prepared , and they
were written out for the boon-companions (at court), whilst the
singers received authorizations for smaller sums, which were not
put through the diwan (i.e., through the normal accounting pro-
cedure ). Then he handed over to each person a draft for the amount
which he thought fit to give that person ; these persons then sent
their agents to the boats , and took the whole of the money, accord-
ing to what the Caliph had awarded them in the drafts , not a single
dinar or dirham entering the Caliph 's treasury. The Caliph also
selected what he wanted from Muhammad b. Sulayman 's estates,
including one called Barashid (?) in Ahwiz, which brought in a
considerable amount of revenue.

All b. Muhammad has mentioned from his father, saying: When
Muhammad b . Sulaymin died, there was recovered from his trea-
sury all his clothing from the time when he was a boy in the
Qur'an school till the time when he died , covering a period of
many years ; some of this clothing even had ink stains on it. He
related : They brought out of his treasury what had been given to
him as presents from the land of Sind , Makran, Kirman, Firs,
Ahwiz, al-Yamamah, al-Rayy and 'Uman, including fine gifts,
unguents and balms, musk,405 grain, cheese and such -like, but the

403. For this technical term of the financial departments of the administration,
sing. sakk, see Bosworth, "Abu 'Abdallah al-Khwirazmi on the technical terms of
the secretary 's art," 125-6.

404. Khalifah, Ta'rikh, 11, 713; Mas'udl, Murnj, VI, 289-92 = ed. Pellat , §§ 2496-
7; Azdi, 270; Qi4"i Ibn al-Zubayr, 221-2, §§ 308-9 ; K. al-'Uyun, 292; In al-Ateir,
VI, I 19t cf. Kennedy, r 18. Among Mu1}ammad b. Sulaymin 's estates resumed by
the Caliph was that of the town of Bills on the Euphrates above al-Raqqah, on the
borders of Syria and al -Jazirah; formerly the possession of Maslamah b. 'Abd al-
Malik, al-Saffila had given it to Sulaymin b. 'Ali; see Balidhuri, 151, and Yiqut,
Mu'jam, 1, 328.

405. Following the reading of Ibn 'Asikir for the text's al-samak "fish."
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greater part of all this was found to have become spoilt. Also
included in that were five hundred kan'adah fish' which were
thrown out of the house of Ja`far and Muhammad into the street
and which then became a nuisance .407 He related : For some time,
we were unable to pass by al-Mirbad4m because of its stench.

In this year, al-Khayzurin, mother of Harlin al-Rashid and Musa
al-Nadi, died.

The Time of al-Khayzurdn's Death and Her Burial

Yahyi b. al-Hasan has mentioned that his father transmitted the
information to him, saying: I saw al-Rashid on the day when al-
Khayzurin died-this being in the year 173-wearing a Sa'idi robe
(jubbah ]409 and a patched and ragged taylasdn which was tied (609]
around his waist, gripping the framework of the funeral bier and
walking barefoot through the mud until he reached the Cemetery
of Quraysh.410 He washed his feet and then called for a pair of
boots, prayed over her corpse and went down into her grave. When
he came away from the cemetery, a stool was set down for him, and
he sat down on it . He summoned al-Fa4l b . al-Rabi'^ and said to
him, "By the right of al-Mahdi! "-and he never used to swear such
an oath except when he was expressing himself forcefully-"For
some time now (min al-layl], I have been intending to confer on
you some administrative charge or similar responsibility, but my
mother has (hitherto ) been restraining me and I have accordingly
been obedient to her command; but now, take over the seal ring
from Ja 'far (b. Yahyi al-Barmaid)." Al-Fall b . al-Rabi' said to Is-
mail b. $ubayh, "I have too much respect for Abu al-Fad (i.e.,
Yahya, father of Ja`far and al -Fail) that I should write to him and

406. See for this term, WbKAS, I, 390b.
407. Despite the recommendation in the Addenda et emendanda , p. DCCLX, of

the reading maid, the original reading of the text here (and that of the Cairo one,
VIII, 2381, bald', seems preferable.

408. The celebrated commercial quarter on the western side of al-Basrah (liter-
ally, "place where dates are spread to dry, where camels and sheep are herded
together"). See Pellat, Le milieu basrien , z r-12, and E12 s.v

409. For the term Sa'idi, see Lane, Lexicon, s.v., and BGA, N, Glossarium, 26oj
for the jubbah as a garment, see Ahsan, 40.

410. This was situated on the western bank of the Tigris opposite al-Rupafah. See
Le Strange, Baghdad, 157-8 , 193; Lessner, Topography, III, 253-4, 285-6.
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take it away from him; but perhaps he might, if he thinks fit,
convey it to me ?" He related : He (i.e., the Caliph ) gave al-Fadil
charge of the public and privy expenditure and of Baduraya411 and
al-Kufah, comprising five Iassnjs . His power and prestige thus
began to increase, up to the year 187 (803 ). It has been said that the
deaths of Muhammad b . Sulayman and al-Khayzuran took place
on the same day.412

In this year, al-Rashid recalled ja`far b . Muhammad b . al-Ash'ath
from Khurasan, and he entrusted it to his son al-'Abbas b. Ja'far b.
Muhammad b. al-Ash'ath.413

In this year, Haran himself led the Pilgrimage . It has been men-
tioned that he set out from the City of Peace observing the taboos
and wearing the ritually clean garments of the Pilgrimage [mul7-
nmanj.414

411. The district to the west of Baghdad on the Nahr 'Isi. See Yignt, Mu'jam, 1,
317-18 ; Le Strange, Lands, 66-7, idem, Baghdad, 50-1.-

412. Jahshiyiri, 145; Qidi Ibn al-Zubayr, 235, § 3431 K. al-'Uyun, 292; Ibn al-
Athir, VI, 1119; Abbott, 125-8; Sourdel, Vizirat, I, 138; idem, E12 s .v al-Fa41 b. al-
Rabi'. If she died at the same time as Muhammad b. Sulaymin , her death must also
be placed in late Jumidi II (November 789). As Sourdel remarks , the information
given here by Tabari and by Jahshiyiri does not imply, as some modem historians
(e.g., Abbott, r26-7 ) have asserted, that al-Fa4I took charge of the office of the seal
at this point ; this seems to have been retained by Ja far till 180 (796 ), when al-
Rashid transferred it to his father Yabyi (Tabari, III, 644, below, 16z).

413. Tabari-Bal'ami, tr., IV, 457; Ibn al-Atha, VI, 120. Ja'far b. Muhammad had
replaced in this governorship Abu al -'Abbas Fa4l b. Sulaymin al-Tarsi ; see Tabari,
III, 6o5 , 740, and Barthold , Turkestan, 203. According to Hamzah, 164, the gover-
norship had been briefly given to al-Hasan b. QahRabah before Ja'far.

414. Khalifah, Ta'rikh, II, 713; Muhammad b. Habib, 38; Azdi, 270, 274 ; In al-
Athir, loc. cit. IChalifah and Azdi also record that Abd al -Malik b. $ilih b. 'Ali led
the summer raid.
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174
(MAY 20, 790-MAY 9, 791

Among the events taking place during this year was the factional
strife ('asabiyyahJ which took place in Syria.415

In this year, al-Rashid appointed Isl}aq b . Sulayman al-Hashimi
governor of Sind and Makran 416

In this year, al-Rashid appointed Yusuf b . Abi Yusuf as judge
whilst his father was still alive.417

In this year, Rawls b. Hatim perished.418
In this year, al-Rashid set out for Bagirda and Bazabda,419 and 161o1

built a palace at Bagirdi.420 A poet has said concerning that,

415. It is possible that this is the rebellion raised by the people of Damascus
against their governor Sulaymin b. Abi Ja 'far al-Mangur over a crystal vessel
(qullah billawrj kept in the mibrab (presumably of the Umayyad Mosque) men-
tioned, without a clear date, in Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh, II, 494-5. Dinawan, 387, at-
tributes the strife to the usual rivalry of Mudar and Yaman.

416. Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh, II, 493.
417. I .e., the son of one of the founders of the Hanafì law school, Abu Yusuf. The

son Yusuf became deputy judge for his father over the western side of Baghdad and
died in 192 )808); see E12 s.v Abu Yusuf (J. Schacht).

418. Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh , II, 496 ; Ibn al-Athir, VI, i2i ; Kennedy, 192.
419. These were districts on the eastern and western banks, respectively, of the
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At Qirda421 and Bazabda are places where one finds hospitality and
a site for residence,
a source of sweet, cool water, which resembles al-Salsabil (i.e.,
the fountain in Paradise).

Whereas Baghdad, how can one describe Baghdad ? On the one
hand, its soil
is pure excrement , and on the other, its heat is intense.422

'Abd al-Malik b . $alili led the summer raid.423
In this year, Harun al-Rashid led the Pilgrimage . He began by

visiting al-Madinah and distributed a great deal of money among
its people . During this year, an outbreak of plague hit Mecca,
hence Harm held back from entering it. Then he did actually
enter on the "Day of Refreshment" and made the circumambu-
lation of the Ka'bah and the running (between al-$afa and al-
Marwah) without however staying in Mecca.424

upper Tigris near jazirat Ibn 'Umar, in the eastern part of Diyir Bakr . See Yiqut,
Mu'jam , I, 321 , 327; Le Strange, Lands, 93-4•

42o. Ibn al-Athir, loc. cit. AI-Rashid seems nevertheless not to have used this
new palace to any known extent ; cf. Kennedy, 120.

421. According to Yigiit, Muyam, I, 327, quoting this hemistich , Qirdi or Qarda
was the popular pronunciation of Bigirdi.

422. Both verses cited )with minor variants) in op. cit. I, 321, s .v. Bizabdi.
413. Khalifah, Ta'rikh, II, 714; Azdi, 274; Ibn al-Athir, loc. cit.; Brooks, EHR, XV

)1900), 740. According to Ya'qubi, Tdrikh, II, 522, Sulaymin b. Abi Ja'far al-Manger
was the leader.

424. Khalifah, Ta rikh, loc. cit.; Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh, II, 521 ; Ibn al-Atha, loc. cit.
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(MAY 10, 791-APRIL 27, 792)

Among the events taking place during this year was al-Rashid's
formal designation, in the City of Peace , of his son Muhammad as
heir to the rule over the Muslims, his receiving the oath of alle-
giance to that arrangement on Mubammad 's behalf from the com-
manders and the troops, and his giving him the honorific title of al-
Amin, the latter being at that time five years old.425 Salm al-Khasir
has said,

God has bestowed His favor on the Caliph when he made firm
the structure of the caliphate for the nobly-born, fair-of-face
one.

425. Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh, II, 493; Dinawari, 390; Tabari-Bal'ami, tr. IV, 457-8,459; K.
al-'Uyun, 292; Ibn al-Atha, VI, 122; Gabrieli, "Succession," 344-5. Gabrieli
points out that this designation of Muhammad al-Amin cannot have been viewed
by al-Rashid as definitive , in the light of the unfolding, over the course of time, of
the respective characters and abilities of Muhammad and his brother 'Abdallah al-
Ma'mun, leading him to make the fresh succession arrangements at Baghdad and
&I-Raggah in 182 (802), see Tabari, III, 647 (below, 167). The reports in Dinawari,

387-9, and Mas'udi, Murdi, VI, 317 If. = ed. Pellat, §§ 252o if., of the subsequent
doubts in al-Rashid's mind over his two sons' capabilities tend to confirm this.
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For he is the Caliph in descent from his father and his grandfather;
both of them have testified to this , on the basis of external
appearance and inner qualities.

The two weighty creations (i.e.,men and jinn) have given their
allegiance, in the seat of divine guidance (i.e., in Baghdad)
to Muhammad son of Zubaydah, the daughter of Ja'far (b. al-
Mangur).426

The Reasons for al-Rashid's Exacting Allegiance
to Muhammad al-Amin as Heir

16m] According to what Rawh , the mawli of al-Fail b. Yahyi b. Khalid
has mentioned, the reason behind this was that he had noted that
'Isa b . Ja'far had gone along to al-Fads b. Yahya and had said to him,
"I adjure you by God to work427 for allegiance to be given to my
sister's son"-he meant Muhammad b. Zubaydah bt. Ja'far b. al-
Man$ur-"for he is in effect a child of yours and his caliphate will
be in effect your rule ." Al-Fa4l promised him that he would do
that. Al-Fail directed his efforts at securing it, at a time when a
group of the 'Abbasids had openly shown their ambitions (literally,
"had stretched forth their necks") for the caliphate after al -Rashid,
since he had not yet designated his heir. When he did in fact settle
the succession on Muhammad, they rejected (or: disapproved of,
ankaru ) giving him allegiance on account of his youthfulness.428

He related : When al-Facll had become governor of Khurasin, he
had resolved to secure recognition of Muhammad as heir . Muham-
mad b. al-Husayn b. Mug'ab has mentioned that when al-Fa4l b.
Yahyi went to Khurisin he divided out among the people there
sums of money and gave the troops successive allotments of pay.

426. Von Grunebaum, 'Three Arabic poets of the early Abbasid age. V. Saim al-
Hasir," 66-7, no. XVII = Shu 'ara''Abbdsiyydn, too, no. 17; Azdi, 274-5, adding
also verses by Aban al-LBhigi.

427. Lammd 'amilta ; forlammd = i ld after verbs of beseeching and adjuring, see
W. Wright, Arabic grammar, Cambridge, 1896-8, I, 294, II, 340; H. Reckendorf,
Arabische Syntax, Heidelberg 1921 , 512 § 262.12.

428. Cf. the doubts of several members of the Hashimite family because of
Muhammad al-AmIn 's youthfulness , expressed in Ya 'qubi, Ta'rikh, loc. cit., and K.
al-' Uydn , loc. cit .; Ya'qubi reports that 'Abd al-Samad b . 'Ali, Haran's great -great-
uncle, tried to assuage their fears by saying, "0 people, don't let his tender age
delude you, for this is indeed the blessed tree whose roots are vigorously growing
and whose branches stretch up to the heavens "; cf. Gabrieli, "Successione," 345.
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Then he proclaimed openly the matter of allegiance to Muham-
mad b . al-Rashid as heir, and as a result, the people gave their
allegiance and addressed Muhammad as al-Amin.429 (Manger( al-
Namari said concerning this,

At Marw, with God's favor and through the agency of al-Fall,
the hands of both Persians and Arabs have become clasped
together.

In an act of allegiance to the designated heir to the throne, which
he (i.e., al-Fail( has made firm
with his sincere advice, his solicitude and his benevolence.

Al-Fajl has made secure an affirmation of allegiance which cannot
be broken,
to a chosen and selected one of the `Abbasid house.430

He related: When the news about that finally reached al-Rashid,
and the people of the East had given their allegiance to Muham-
mad, he (formally) hailed Muhammad as heir to the throne and 16121
wrote to all the provinces and the great cities . Abin (b. 'Abd
al-Hamid) al-Lahigi431 said concerning this,

0 Commander of the Faithful, you have determined upon the right
path
by means of a judgment based on divine guidance , so praise be
to God, the One worthy of praise!

In this year, al-Rashid dismissed al-'Abbas b. Ja'far from the
governorship of Khurisin and gave it to his maternal uncle al-
Ghitrif b. 'Ati'.432

In this year, Yahyi b. 'Abdallih b. Hasan proceeded to Daylam
and became active there (i.e., in rebellions 4m

429. K al-'Uyun, loc. cit.
430. Shi'r Manger al-Namari, ed. al-Tayyib al-'Ashshash, 71.On this eulogist of

al-Rashid (who died at some uncertain date in that Caliph's reign), see Igfahani,
Aghdni, ed. Beliq, XII, 16-26 = ed . Cairo, XIII, 14o-57; GAS, II, 541-21 El' s.v
(T. Achtche).

431. Eulogist of al-Rashid and the Barmaids , who died ca . 200 (815-16). See
Pellat, Le milieu basrien , 179-80; GAS, II, 541-2; Ela s.v (S. M. Stem).

432. Khalifah, Ta'rlkh, II, 745 ; Dinawari, 387; Ya'gnbi, Ta'rikh, II, 488 ; Hsmzsh
al-Igfahani, 164i Ibn al-Athir, VI, 122 ; Daniel, 169, EIZ Suppl. s.v al-Ghitrif b. 'AIa'.
Cf. also Tabari, Ell, 590-1, above, 73.

433. Tabari-Bal'ami, tr. IV, 458, Abe al-Fall Bayhagi , Ta'rikh-i Mas'iidi, 414, Ibn
a1-Athir, loc. cit.; and see below, 115-20, for a full account of this episode.
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In this year, `Abd al-Ral)man b. `Abd al-Malik b. $alib led the
summer raid and reached as far as IgriXiyah (i.e., Crete ).434 Al-
Wagidi has related, that it was `Abd al-Malik b. $alib who led the
summer raid in this year.435 He related : During the course of this
raid, they encountered severely cold weather, which made their
hands and feet drop off (i.e., from frostbites 436

In this year, Harm al-Rashid led the Pilgrimage. 4.37

434. Khalifah, Ta'rikh, 11, 715 ; In a1-Athir, loc. cit ; Brooks, EHR, XV (19006 740;
cf. E12 S.V. I$ritish (Canard).

435. Thus in Ya qubi, Ta'r kh, 11, 522.
436. Brooks, loc. cit.
437. Khalifah , Ta'rikh, loc. cit.; Muhammad b . Habib, 38; Ya'qubi, Ta'rikh, II,

5211; Ibn al-Athir, loc. cit.
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Among the events taking place during this year was al-Rashid's
appointment of al-Fall b . Yabya as governor of the districts of jibal,
Tabanstin, Dunbawand, Qnmis, Armenia and Azerbaijan-438

In this year, Yaltya b. 'Abdallih b . Hawn b . Hasan b . 'All b. Abi
Talib appeared in Daylam.439

Yaliya b. 'Abdallah b. Hasan 's Uprising [613[
and His Role in These Events

Abu Haf$ al-Kirmani has mentioned , saying: The first reports
about Yal}ya b.'Abdallah b. Hasan b . Hasan b.'Ali b . AbiTalib were
that he had appeared in Daylam, that his military strength had
grown, that his power had increased and that people from the great
cities and the provincial districts had gone over to his side .440 Al-

438. Tabari-Bal'ami, tr. loc. cit.; Azdi, 2771 Bayhagi, Ta'rikh-i Mas'ddi, 414-15.

439. I.e., the inland mountain region of the western part of the Elburz moun-
tains, the hinterland of G-ilan, a region at this time hardly Islamized . See E12 S.V.
(Minorsky).

440. For this episode of the adventures of Yabya, half-brother of the "Pure Soul"




